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This newsletter presents a brief “behind 
the scenes” glimpse into the planning 

and execution of the beautiful art works that 
enhance our new church.  These accounts of 
the various artists, who happen to be fellow 
parishioners, should make us all feel rightfully 
proud that we belong to St. Martha. 
 When I am asked by my friends, especial-
ly other priests, to describe our parish, I be-
gin by stating that we are a community that is 
abundantly blessed with gifted and generous 
people.  One of my principal tasks as pastor 
is to discover and recognize these individu-
als and to invite them to share their gifts with 
the community.  In many instances those who 
are truly gifted are also reluctant to promote 
their talents because of genuine humility.  The 
key is to convince them that gifts are from the 
Lord and are meant for the building up of the 
community of faith and the furthering of the 
Kingdom of God.  
 This is the message that the Apostle Paul 
conveys to the early Christians.  He begins 
most of his epistles with words of encourage-
ment and gratitude for the faith and God-given 
talents or charisms of those who live in com-
munities of faith.  In chapter 12 of his First 
Letter to the Corinthians he writes: “There are 
different gifts but the same Spirit; there are 
different ministries but the same Lord; there 
are different works but the same God who ac-
complishes all of them in everyone.  To each 
person the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
for the common good.”  

 While this newsletter identifies a few of 
the artists who contributed to the beauty of our 
new worship space, there are many other pa-
rishioners who quietly share their talents and 
gifts in the one hundred or so ministries that 
are flourishing in our parish.  Hopefully every 
parishioner senses that his or her talents are 
needed and appreciated and are meant to be 
shared for the building up of our parish family.
 Why share our gifts and talents?  Again the 
Apostle Paul enlightens us: “The body is one 
and has many members, but all the members, 
many though they are, are one body; and so 
it is with Christ.”  He goes on to explain that 
sharing our gifts is for the unity of the Church 
which is the Body of Christ.  No one per-
son’s gifts are less important than the other’s.  
While some gifts and talents are more visible 
or prominent, many times the less visible gifts 
are the very ones that hold the entire commu-
nity together.  These individuals are the ones 
who frequently go unnoticed until they move 
away from the parish.
 Let us be grateful for the many blessings 
God has bestowed upon our parish family and 
let us renew our commitment to share our gifts 
generously so that those in need of God’s love 
may be served and the unity of the Body of 
Christ may become manifest for the glory of 
God.

Fr. Chester Borski
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Artist Creating Bronze  
Statues for the Plaza

Great pieces of art start with an idea and are molded into 
wonderful works of fine art. Mike Kaney, a parishio-

ner of St. Martha, had an idea and shared it with Monsignor 
Borski, and that is how he began his journey of creating four 
bronze statues for the plaza area of the new church.
 “I love to make things from wood, clay and bronze,” said 
Mike, “I was inspired by some artwork 
I saw in Europe and shared my thoughts 
with Monsignor. He asked me if I would 
consider creating statues for the plaza. 
And after some thought, I said ‘Yes,’ and 
that is how the project got started.”
 Even though Mike has worked in 
creating smaller clay figures since 2003, 
creating life-size pieces was something 
new.
 “I haven’t had that much experi-
ence in making large figures, but I was 
open, willing to learn and wanted to try,” 
added Mike. “For several years I have at-
tended classes at the Glassel School, which is located in the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Houston. This has been a great way 
to gain more knowledge and experience in the whole process 

of creating bronze stat-
ues. I also discovered 
classes offered in Italy 
that would help expand 
my knowledge. So, in 
the summer of 2010, 
my wife, Nancy, and I 
went to Italy, and I par-
ticipated in an intense 
month long study.”
 Along with his 
studies, Mike began 
researching, the ap-
pearance of the Saints, 
through paintings and 
biblical verses that 
might give some insight 

into thier way of life and personalities. 
 “Msgr. Borski asked that the statues illustrate hospital-
ity as our community does. Along with the Liturgical Design 
Committee, we selected the passage from Luke 10:42,” said 
Mike, “Which illustrates beautifully the personalities of the 
three Saints when Jesus is visiting them. Martha is busy pre-

paring food and drink for their guest, but 
when she and Lazarus search for their sis-
ter, they find Mary in the garden sitting 
and listening to Jesus.”
 After the story the statues were to tell 
was selected, Mike began to sketch out 
the statues. 
 “I met with the Liturgical Design 
Committee in March of 2010 to share 
with them my sketches of the figures,” 
Mike added. “The statues will appear in 
two groups. Approaching the plaza you 
will see Martha and Lazarus on the right. 
Martha will be carrying a tray of food, 

and Lazarus will have his arm around his sister as they are 
walking to the garden. On the other side of the plaza will be 
Mary sitting in the garden listening to Jesus, who is seated on 
a rock, speaking to her.”
 After the sketches were approved by the Liturgical Design 
Committee, Mike then made small clay statues or “maquettes” 
of the figures. The next step in the process was to use models 
to pose in the position of each statue. 
 “Before the models arrive, I built a wire frame that repre-
sents the size of the finished statue, which will be 25 percent 
larger then the average adult size,” Mike explains. “After the 
frame is complete, I put Styrofoam around the wire. Then I 
have a large amount of clay that I shape around the Styrofoam, 
which is the beginning of modeling the clay into a figure.”
 To complete each figure takes about two months. “It is 
a very time consuming process,” explained Mike, “I have 
worked with each model for about 60 hours over a two-month 
period. Each day, after the model leaves, I like to work a little 
more on the project. It doesn’t seem like work when you enjoy 
what you are doing so much.”
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 Mike rented a moving truck to transport the statues from 
his studio to the foundry in Houston for the next step in the 
process. There, rubber and plaster molds are made and a very 
complex, as well as time consuming, process begins. 
 “It is a multiple-step process which involves many skilled 
craftsmen that turn the clay artist’s image into a wonderful 
cast bronze work of art,” Mike said. “Although technology has 

helped makes some of the steps easier, the process is very 
similar to that used by the ancients when making bronze 
statues.”
  The foundry is currently casting Saints Martha and 
Lazarus. Mike continues working on the clay images of 
Jesus and Mary. The statues won’t be installed in the plaza 
until the summer of 2012. 

Creating the Saints for  
the Adoration Chapel

Sitting in the Adoration Chapel you are surrounded by the 
incredible paintings of four Saints who had a special de-

votion to the Blessed Sacrament. Emily LaCour, a parishio-
ner of St. Martha, was the artist who created these wonderful 
works of art.
 “For several years, Monsignor 
Borski has participated on the same 
Teams of Our Lady group with my 
parents. So, he has been to our home 
and has observed the progressive ex-
hibit of my art from childhood to pres-
ent day growing on every wall of my 
parents’ home,” Emily said. “The Li-
turgical Design Committee reviewed 
my portfolio and asked me to paint 
the Saints for the Adoration Chapel.”
 The Saints who were selected to be painted are Mother 
Theresa, Saint Katharine Drexel, Saint Charbel and Saint 
Thomas Aquinas. 
 “It is a little overwhelming to have this incredible opportu-
nity to make Catholic paintings for my home parish, yet also, 
being an art student in this contemporary movement, over-
whelmed and excited about the challenge to make Catholic 
paintings relevant. “ added Emily, “These particular Saints ap-
peal to a variety of cultures and therefore symbolize the diver-
sity, yet the unity, of our own parish.”

 A senior at Louisiana State University, Emily spent most 
of the spring researching and drawing the Saints. “I began by 
Googling each Saint and reading biographical information as 
well as finding photographs of them. I read Something Beau-
tiful for God, which was an interview by Mother Theresa, I 

researched Native American heritage 
and spiritual symbols to better under-
stand the people that Saint Katharine 
Drexel served, I reviewed some of 
the writings by Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas, and I was greeted warmly by the 
Hispanic and Lebanese communities, 
who were very excited to help me 
further my knowledge of Saint Char-
bel.” 
 Emily attended an art program in New 

York at the beginning of June but began painting the Saints in 
late June. 
  “I would paint every day for 10 to 13 hours a day. But due 
to the lack of air conditioning in the studio at LSU, I would 
paint in the morning, then take a break during the hottest part 
of the day to return to painting after sundown.”
 At first Emily would make small sketches alongside all 
the research she had done on each Saint and then begin paint-
ing on the canvas.
 “I had a general idea of a color palette and what I wanted 
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Creating the Saints for  
the Adoration Chapel Cont.

to include in the portraits. Fortunately, Mrs. Donna Rueby, a 
member of the Liturgical Design Committee, was a wonderful 
guide and consultant to me along the way. I certainly left lots 
of room for creative aids and happenings,” Emily said. “Visual 
elements would come into play through divine intercession, 
which I am certain came from all the 
prayers of the St. Martha community.” 
 The Saints sit reverently with us in 
the Adoration Chapel. They are depict-
ed in their moments of calm, reverence 
and stillness. 
 “The decision was put on my heart 
immediately to expose the humanity of 
the Saints, depicting them as devout hu-
mans, not isolated icons,” shared Em-
ily. “I considered the space they would 
be placed in, pictured the space host-
ing the Tabernacle and reverent parishioners. I wanted there to 
be an exchange between all three. I have always pictured the 
‘Community of Saints’ to be a community within themselves 
floating above us, but I wanted to dissipate the notion of hi-
erarchy and make the people feel a part of the Community of 
Saints.” 

 Emily brought the paintings home to Kingwood in mid-
July and finalized them.
 “Hungry for constructive dialogue like I would receive in 
school, I hosted some friends and parishioners for a critique of 
the paintings,” Emily said. “I was amazed at how thoroughly 

the paintings were read and relieved that 
mine and God’s intentions had material-
ized.”
 The paintings were hung in the Ado-
ration Chapel days before the Dedica-
tion. The frames for the paintings were 
constructed by Robin Rueby. 
 “The paintings looked so huge in 
the dining room at my parents’ house,” 
Emily added, “When they were on the 
walls of the Chapel, it looked like they 
had shrunk! They are one part made by 

one set of hands, surrounded by many parts made by many 
other hands. It was incredible to see the paintings be part of the 
whole church. Though the hanging of the paintings was excit-
ing and an act of release, I did not feel that they were complete 
until the host was ceremonially placed in the Tabernacle dur-
ing the Dedication. Then I felt complete and humbled.” 

The 100-Tree  
Challenge

Help plant 100 trees around the new church by the optimal  
planting season!

For more information on how you can help plant a tree,  
contact the Capital Campaign Office at 281-713-8965 or  
ellenh@stmartha.com
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Wondrous Encounters

Fall 2011

 When Mrs. Hogwood first told me that I had been selected 
to serve at the Dedication Mass of our new church, I was very 
honored. I knew that this was a once in a lifetime opportu-
nity that I would remember forever. Not in a million years 
would I ever have thought I would have the opportunity to 
process down the center aisle of the new church with our Car-
dinal, Msgr. Borski, and so many other priests and deacons. I 
looked around and felt so blessed as I saw the faces of all the 
people who had worked so hard to make our new church pos-
sible. My favorite part of the night was when I was selected to 
hold the candle and escort the Cardinal holding the Body of 
Christ to the tabernacle. That is a memory I will have for the 
rest of my life!  -Michael Mosby, 12 years old
One of the Altar Servers for the Dedication of the new Church

 Ever since I can remember our family has unofficially laid 
claim to the first pew over by the choir at 11:00 Mass in the 
old church. It has a short pew on one side and where our fam-
ily parked ourselves, along with Mimi and her wheelchair. It 
was never meant to be an official handicapped spot and not a 
perfect fit. Often it was a challenge when it came time for peo-
ple to squeeze by on their way from Holy Communion. But we 

preferred our little spot in front, rather than on one of the back 
rows designated for the handicapped. It was important to us 
that Mimi “see” what was going on at the altar during Mass. 
 Imagine our delight when the beautiful new church opened. 
Sure, I noticed the lovely stained glass, the amazing Italian-
carved relief and statues, the life-sized crucifix, and how about 
those kneelers? What caught my eye next were the spectacular 
handicapped seating at the front of the church. It is certainly a 
welcoming space where Mimi and others with physical challeng-
es can participate closer to the altar during Mass.  -Dixie Frantz

 After giving a tour the other day, I noticed one of the la-
dies was standing outside of the church crying. I asked if there 
was some way I could help her. She explained that over 40 
years ago she married outside of the Catholic Church and had 
stopped attending Mass. She then told me the tour was the first 
time she had been inside a Catholic Church in 40 years. She 
could not believe how beautiful it was and how nice it felt to 
be back home. -Ellen Holt

If you have a story to share of some way you have been touched 
by the new church, please email it to: ellenh@stamartha.com. 

   New Roman Missal
 On November 26/27, the First Sunday of Advent, we will not only celebrate the beginning of a new liturgical year but 
will also experience changes in the prayers we recite during Mass.  Why change the prayers you may ask.
 Since the very beginning of the early Church there have been many changes guided by the wisdom of the Holy Spirit 
through our Holy Fathers and the leaders in the Vatican as well as the bishops throughout the world.  The most noteworthy 
of changes to occur in modern times was brought about by Vatican II when it was deemed appropriate to recite the prayers 
of Mass in the vernacular language of the local people.  The translation of Latin to English, while successful, was not perfect 
and was not even the same in all English-speaking countries.
 Over the past 10 years various committees of Church leaders in the English-speaking countries throughout the world 
have worked to bring the English translation of the prayers one and the same in all English-speaking countries.  In doing so 
the end result has given us a translation that is closer in meaning to the original Latin text but more importantly brings scrip-
ture alive in our prayers at Mass.  As time goes on you will recognize this more and more as you participate in the Mass.
 How can you learn more about these changes before the First Sunday of Advent?
 • Both the US Bishops’ website (usccb.org) and our own Archdiocese Office of Worship (archgh.org) have information  
  and links to articles about the changes.
 • Within our new worship space we are fortunate to have the projection screens where the prayers recited during the  
  Mass by the congregation will be shown.
 May we all join as one voice as we praise and honor God.
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The Mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a quality 
education sharing in the total Catholic formation of each person by 

developing mind, heart and spirit.

Currently registering for 
Pre-Kindergarten and Grades 1-8. 

Please call Jan Rodine at 281-358-5523 for 
more information or to schedule a tour.

Grandparents’ Open House
September 9, 2011

SMCS students and their grandparents enjoyed 
an afternoon together visiting their classrooms, 

enjoying refreshments and taking a sneak peek at 
the school’s Book Fair.

SMCS Black & White Casino Night
Sponsored by

St. Martha Catholic School
Saturday, November 12, 2011

7:00 p.m. – 12 midnight
St. Martha Catholic Church Family Life Center

Gaming Tables*Buffet*Dancing*Live and Silent Auctions

For information on sponsoring, volunteering for, or attending this event,
 please contact Lynn Lucas at lucasl@stmarthacs.org or 281-358-5523 x 326

Sponsorship levels available:

$5,000- Diamond  $2,500-Pearl  $1,000-Emerald  $500-Ruby $200-Sapphire
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Characteristics of a  
Christian Steward - Gratitude
Gratitude is a response of the heart. It is an overwhelm-

ing rush of joy, wonder, and thanksgiving that wells up 
within us when we realize someone has generously given us 
a “good,” purely out of love for us. This realization moves us 
beyond a sense of appreciation into a much deeper response. 
Because the giver is motivated by love, we respond with love. 
This response is gratitude.
 To be grateful is not easy, due to our woundedness by orig-
inal sin. Confronted with another’s selfless love, we struggle 
with our own self-love, finding it difficult at times to whole-
heartedly accept the gift we are given. Because we take pride 
in our independence, we may balk at accepting anything done 
“for us,” fearing that doing so makes us depend on others to 
some degree. Moreover, in the face of such unlimited good-
ness, our own limitations can cause us to question the giver’s 
motivation, looking for hidden strings or expectation of future 
repayment.
 As a result, we may accept the gift while at the same time 
diminishing its importance to us. Or, we may refuse to accept 
the gift at all. Either way, we find ourselves avoiding gratitude, 
because to be grateful is to acknowledge our own limitations 
in the light of another’s love. To be grateful, then, calls for us 
to be humble.
 Gratitude is rooted in our relationship with God. As we 
begin to realize the enormity of the gifts He gives us, we be-
gin to understand how very small we are, how totally we de-
pend on Him, and how much He loves us. As this realization 
breaks through our consciousness, however, we are faced with 
a choice. We can choose, through pride, to accept our Father’s 
gifts with a presumption of entitlement, much like the prodigal 
son did initially when he said, “Father, give me the share of the 
estate that is coming to me.” (Lk 15: 11) Or, we can choose to 
accept God’s gifts gratefully, acknowledging our own small-
ness and responding by giving our hearts fully back to Him 
who so lovingly gives everything to us. To do this is to respond 
like the tax collector in the temple, who “...kept his distance, 
not even daring to raise his eyes to heaven. All he did was beat 
his breast and say, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ (Lk 18: 
13)

 This growing sense of our own unworthiness in the light 
of God’s boundless love and generosity is highlighted most 
of all through the gift of His son, Jesus Christ. The more we 
reflect upon Jesus’ total donation of self to us, despite how 
often we have turned away from Him, the more grateful we 
become. 
 Through the Eucharist, our gratitude to God is nurtured 
and shared. “The Eucharist is a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the 
Father, a blessing by which the Church expresses her gratitude 
to God for all His benefits, for all that He has accomplished 
through creation, redemption, and sanctification. Eucharist 
means first of all thanksgiving.” (19)
 As we grow more grateful to God through His son, Christ 
our Lord, we become more grateful to other people as well. 
We find ourselves better able to let others give of themselves 
to us, not because we think we are deserving, but precisely 
because we know we are not.

Gratitude and Stewardship
 The more grateful we become, the more we grow as Chris-
tian stewards. That is because we begin to understand more 
fully the words of 1 John 4: 10-12: “Love, then, consists in 
this: not that we have loved God, but that He has loved us and 
has sent His Son as an offering for our sins. Beloved, if God 
has loved us so, we must have the same love for one another. 
No one has ever seen God. Yet if we love one another God 
dwells in us, and His love is brought to perfection in us.”
 When we realize that God has loved us first, through no 
merit of our own, we experience the need to gratefully respond 
to His love by caring for others with time, talent, and treasure. 
Just as God has given us so many “goods,” purely out of love 
for us, we desire to love Him in return by spending our lives in 
prayer and service. We desire to live the lives He gives us as 
disciples of the son He gave us. And in gratefully doing so, we 
come to see that through stewardship, God’s love is brought to 
perfection in us. We begin to understand, at last, that steward-
ship is love.

Characteristics of a Christian Steward
Diocese of Wichita

Fall 2011
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Mass Schedule for Upcoming 
Holydays and Holidays

NOVEMBER 1 - ALL SAINTS DAY
October 31 (Vigil): 7:30 p.m.

November 1: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. (School Mass), Noon,  
7:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 2 - ALL SOULS DAY
8:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 25 - THANKSGIVING DAY
8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

DECEMBER 8 - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
December 7 (Vigil): 7:30 p.m.
December 8: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. (School Mass), Noon,  
7:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 12 – OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
7:00 p.m. Rosary & 7:30 p.m. Mass

DECEMBER 13 - PARISH PENANCE SERVICE
6:30 p.m. in the church

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
December 24 (Vigil): 4:00 p.m. Children’s Mass (Nativity 
Pageant begins at 3:30 p.m.), 6:30 p.m., Midnight.
December 25: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. 
(Spanish Mass)

JANUARY 1 – MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Regular weekend Mass schedule


