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The month of July marks my tenth anni-
versary as pastor of St. Martha. As I look 

back and reflect on the many events that have 
taken place in our parish, I am so grateful to 
God for the wonderful blessings He has show-
ered upon us!
 I arrived the first week of July, 2001 after 
having spent twenty-four years on the faculty 
of St. Mary Seminary in Houston. At the time I 
knew only two families who were parishioners 
at St. Martha. My greatest challenge in those 
first years was getting to know the people and 
their hopes and dreams for their parish family. 
 It was obvious from the very beginning that 
St. Martha was blessed with many gifted and 
dedicated parishioners. What really struck me 
during those first months was the commitment 
of so many volunteers who served the hungry 
at Martha’s Kitchen. After visiting the kitchen 
and Sisters Maria Elena and Julie, I also discov-
ered the great pride each of the “teams” had in 
their chosen day. On my first visit the “Monday 
team” announced that they were the best. How-
ever, the sentiments of the Tuesday through Fri-
day teams were similar, except that each felt that 
they were at the top of the list! I realized over 
the months ahead that Martha’s Kitchen was re-
ally a symbol of the desire of our parishioners to 
serve others in a simple and practical way.
 As time went by, I also came to realize that 
the people of St. Martha knew the source of 
their motivation to serve generously the needs 
of others. The Adoration Chapel stood as a clear 
sign that the Eucharistic presence of the Lord 
Jesus sustained the life and ministry of this par-
ish family. I was edified to know that for 24/7 
we had at least two adorers each hour spend-

ing time in prayer and quiet reflection. This is 
not an easy commitment to achieve, much less 
to sustain over all these years. We should all be 
grateful for those who saw the need to establish 
this ministry of prayer to ground our mission of 
service.
 Eventually what I thought I could provide 
for St. Martha was what I called “an organizing 
principle” for parish ministry. This I discovered 
in the concept of stewardship of time, talent, and 
treasure. While this is not a new idea – it comes 
straight out of the Bible – the practical imple-
mentation of the concept on a parish level takes 
some special preparation and understanding. I 
was blessed to have had the opportunity to learn 
about a parish stewardship model developed by 
Monsignor Thomas McGread in Wichita, Kan-
sas. I literally learned “at the feet of the master” 
by attending several conferences led by Msgr. 
McGread and I have tried to inculcate this ap-
proach here at St. Martha. One of the things I 
remember him saying was: “Learn to take baby 
steps. Stewardship is not accomplished over-
night. You have to convince people one person 
at a time.”
 That is so true. The dedication of our new 
church facilities in August is a great testimony 
to the generosity and commitment of so many 
of you. However, imagine how much more we 
could accomplish for the Lord if we simply con-
vinced a few more families or individuals each 
weekend. Consider inviting a parishioner friend 
or neighbor to join us in this wonderful endeav-
or. May God bless you always!

Fr. Chester Borski 
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Creating Our New  
Church Home

Count Down To Dedication!

After months of planning, meeting, and praying, our new 
church will be Dedicated on Friday, August 12, 2011. 

This is a very exciting and wonderful time for our parish fam-
ily. 
 For many of us, this might be the first time we have par-
ticipated in or wit-
nessed a Dedication 
of a church. Many 
of us may have 
questions, such as, 
“How long will 
the ceremony last? 
Who is involved? 
What will happen 
during the Dedica-
tion ceremony?” 
 Even though 
the new church is 
designed to fit more 
people, there are space limitations for the Dedication. Al-
though it is difficult, in order to manage the available space in 
the church for this event, invitations have been sent to all those 
who have participated in the Capital Campaign and ministry 
leaders of our parish. 
 To help share this celebration, the ceremony will be 
streamed to the current campus and personal computers, 
through the St. Martha website. 
 To help with planning, it is very important to RSVP to the 
invitation. If you are not able to attend the ceremony, this will 
make available room for others. Those who do RSVP and are 
able to attend will receive a ticket for admission in the gate and 
church, which will be mailed the first week in August.
 The Dedication is scheduled to begin at 7 o’clock in the 
evening. It is imperative that all in attendance be in their seats 
by 6:45 p.m. The parishioners will enjoy beautiful musical ar-
rangements by our own St. Martha music ministry. 
 Cardinal DiNardo, Msgr. Borski, and other Priests and 

Deacons will process to the front of the new church. The ar-
chitectural plans used in the building of the church will be pre-
sented to Cardinal DiNardo by Turner Duran Architects. Then 
the keys to the church will also be handed to Cardinal DiNar-
do from JEDunn, the builder of the church. Cardinal DiNardo 

will in turn hand the 
plans and keys to 
Msgr. Borski. Then 
the church build-
ing is officially the 
property of our par-
ish. 
 The Dedi-
cation continues 
with the St. Mar-
tha Knights of 
Columbus Honor 
Guard meeting the 
procession at the 

front of the church. Once the Cardinal, Msgr. Borski, Priests 
and Deacons have processed to the Altar, Cardinal DiNardo 
will walk to the Baptismal Fount to bless it. He will then bless 
and sprinkle the building with holy water. At various parts of 
the Mass, the audience will sing various hymns and recite the 
Prayers of Dedication. We will hear the Word proclaimed and 
witness the anointing of the Altar and walls, the Incensation of 
the Altar and Church, as well as the Lighting of the Altar and 
Church. The Liturgy of the Eucharist will follow. 
 At the end of the Mass, we join in the singing for the In-
augural of the Adoration Chapel. The Mass ends with com-
ments from Cardinal DiNardo and Msgr. Borski. After all have 
processed out of the church, everyone will be invited to light 
refreshments served afterward on the church grounds. 
 Without a doubt, it will be an evening filled with awe and 
wonder. 
 A Dedication Ceremony is normally three hours in length, 
so people should plan accordingly.
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 To help commemorate the evening, a Mass of Dedication 
booklet will be provided for everyone. Also commemorative 
booklets, bookmarks, prayer cards, coloring booklets, post 
cards and Christmas ornaments will be available for purchase 
afterward by the refreshment area. These items will also be 
available after the Dedication. 
 Another special service will be the Disposition of the Rel-
ics on Friday, August 19 at 7:30 p.m. This service is open to 
the public. 

Honoring Our Past, Envisioning Our Future Pledge Card
My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge:  _______________________
Down payment:  _____________________
Signature:  _________________________
Balance Due:  ______________________

I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
□ Monthly □ Semiannually
□ Quarterly  □ Annually
If giving by credit card, please provide card type, 
account number and expiration date
Card Type:  _____________________________
Account #:  ______________________________
Expiration Date:  _________________________
Signature:  ______________________________

Memorial Opportunities are still available. For more information contact: St. Martha Capital Campaign Office 281-358-6637 Ext 280
Please return completed form to Parish Office

Please contact me at:
Name:
Address:
City: Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father Novena Capital Campaign Prayer
I would also like to help in one or more of the following areas.
Housekeeping
Refreshment
Hospitality
Guide

NEW MASS SCHEDULE
Beginning the weekend of August 13 & 14, 2011:

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday : 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (in Spanish) and 5:30 p.m. 
Weekday Mass Schedule will remain the same.  Mass will take place in the new church.
Monday thru Friday:  8:30 a.m.
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m., Wednesday: 10:00 a.m., Thursday: 6:30 a.m.
(Please note:  During the school year, the 8:30 a.m. School Mass will take place at the Woodland Hills campus)
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WHAT’S NEW IN  
FAITH FORMATION

As the school year is winding down, you will often find 
members of the Faith Formation team cleaning out file 

cabinets and sorting through school supplies in preparation for 
a new catechetical year. This year is no different except for 
some exciting changes that will be occurring over the sum-
mer.
 As the new Church facility nears completion, the exist-
ing campus will also be undergoing changes. For many in the 
Faith Formation staff, this will mean a change in office lo-
cation. Adult Faith Formation, RCIA, and Elementary Faith 
Formation will have offices 
in the old parish office build-
ing; High School youth min-
istry will remain in the Youth 
Center; Middle School youth 
ministry and catechesis will 
move to their new office lo-
cated just across the parking 
lot in building two. Spanish 
Faith Formation will move 
into the existing Faith Forma-
tion offices along with Joy 
Ehrman, coordinator of Tech-
nology, LifeTeen liturgy and 
the youth choir at the school, 
and Nancy Landvogt. The 
main telephone number will 
remain the same, (281) 358-
1959, although some exten-
sions will change. E-mail ad-
dresses should also be retained.
 There will also be personnel changes with new staff mem-
bers joining our ranks as well as familiar faces moving on to fill 
other spots. The elementary staff welcomes Patty Jost, who has 
served as coordinator for the past two years, to the full-time po-
sition of Coordinator of Elementary Faith Formation. She and 
Helen Seidel will also be joined by a part-time assistant to be 
available during CCE times (Sunday morning and Wednesday 
evening). Adult Faith Formation under the direction of Linda 
Cussen will bid a sad farewell to Shannon Deitz as she goes 
on to pursue other interests, including the establishment of a 

chapter of the Maria Goretti Society here at St. Martha to help 
abuse survivors. Her position will be filled by Carla Lewton, 
who has accepted the position of Associate Director of Adult 
Faith Formation. Carla will continue the Catholics Returning 
Home program as well as the Monday morning Little Rock 
Scripture Study. In addition, she will assist with Young Adult/ 
Young Professionals ministry and Evangelization. “This is a 
very exciting time both in the Catholic Church in America as 
well as in our parish of St. Martha” says Carla. “The Imple-
mentation of the new Roman Missal beginning in Advent 

and the opening of our new 
Church facility offer oppor-
tunities to break open the 
parts of the Mass with our 
parishioners and to welcome 
members of the community 
to tour our Church and ex-
plain the symbolism of the 
various design elements.” 
 Pam Rockwell will 
be returning as the Assis-
tant Director of Adult Faith 
Formation and Cornerstone 
Bible Study director, and 
Joanie Nugent will also re-
turn as assistant to Linda 
Cussen, Director of the Faith 
Formation Center. Joanie, as 
well as the office manager, 
Katherine Moore, will be the 

smiling faces that greet you as you enter the new Faith Forma-
tion offices.
 Youth ministry will continue to be headed up by Elizabeth 
Moore, high school/ LifeTeen coordinator, and Derek Gal-
lardo, middle school coordinator. In addition, Derek will be 
joined by a full-time middle school catechetical coordinator 
who will assist Derek with youth ministry and coordinate the 
formal faith formation of middle school students. Hiring for 
this position is currently underway.
 Irene Soto and Ana Maria Gibson will be returning as as-
sociate directors of the Spanish Faith Formation. They will 
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have classes for both adults and children (through 8th grade) 
on Monday afternoon.
 With the new facility opening at the end of summer, we 
will be able to return to Sunday morning classes for Elemen-
tary Faith Formation. The proposed times will be Sunday 
morning from 10:30 until 11:45 and Wednesday evenings 6:00 
until 7:15. Middle school Faith Formation will remain on Sun-
day afternoons from 4:00 to 5:00 and High School/ LifeTeen 
will remain on Sunday nights after the LifeTeen Mass. (There 
will also be an additional time offered for middle school on 
Wednesday evening in conjunction with elementary classes.) 
“With the growth in the parish, we have seen a need to offer 
separate sessions for elementary and middle school students.” 

says Helen Seidel. “This will give us more opportunities to 
provide learning activities for our students – to get them out of 
the classroom and get them excited learning about their faith. 
Although it may be somewhat inconvenient for parents at first, 
we believe that it will greatly benefit the students in their spiri-
tual growth.”
 We look forward to serving our parish with an exciting 
summer and an even more exciting new catechetical year in 
the fall. When August rolls around, stop by and visit us in our 
new office location! Registration for the new CCE year will 
begin August 17 in the Faith Formation office. See you then, 
and have a blessed summer!

The following staff members will be at the new facility:
Msgr. Chester L. Borski, ext. 255
Rev. T.J. Dolce, ext. 268
Deacon Alfredo Soto, ext. 204

Accounting Office
Theresa Miller, ext. 207, theresam@stmartha.com
Molly Kleinguetl, ext. 208, mollyk@stmartha.com
Kathy Stierman, ext. 271, kathys@stmartha.com
Lucille Burke, ext. 272, lucilleb@stmartha.com

Capital Campaign
Ellen Holt, ext. 280, ellenh@stmartha.com

Community Life
Francine Puglia, ext. 200, franp@stmartha.com
Indiana Francis, ext. 255, indianaf@stmartha.com
Kristene Hergenrother, ext. 256, kristeneh@stmartha.com
Jodi Schod, ext. 201, jodis@stmartha.com
Syvon Wetherold, ext. 262, syvonw@stmartha.com

Facility Manager
Steve Teets, ext. 254, stevet@stmartha.com

Liturgy
Gayle Hogwood, ext. 210, gayleh@stmartha.com

Our new address is:

St. Martha Catholic Church of Kingwood
4301 Woodridge Parkway
Porter, TX 77365
Our phone number is 281-358-6637
Our office hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday - Friday

THE pAriSH OFFiCE HAS MOvED!
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St. Martha Catholic School
Congratulations, Class of 2011!

St. Martha Catholic School Receives Texas Catholic Conference Commission Accreditation
 An accreditation team which visited SMCS in February of this year identified several areas of strength and brought 
 its findings and recommendation to the Texas Catholic Conference Commission which granted the accreditation to 
the school for the next ten years. SMCS was commended in several areas, some of which are:
	 •			The	school’s	mission	statement	is	a	reflection	of	the	purpose	of	Catholic	education	and	evident	in	the	spirit	of	 
     the community and the goals of the school.
	 •			The	visibility	and	involvement	of	the	faculty	and	staff	in	the	faith	formation	of	the	students	and	in	parish	 
	 				ministries	reflects	that	the	school	is	an	integral	ministry	of	the	parish.
	 •			The	school’s	atmosphere	is	permeated	by	a	strong	Catholic	identity	and	is	evidenced	in	the	behavior	and	 
     attitudes of the students, faculty and staff.
	 •			The	school	and	parish	governing	bodies	strongly	support	the	school	mission	and	a	collaborative	spirit	 
     between the school and parish community.
	 •			The	school	facilities	reflect	the	pride	and	ownership	of	the	faculty,	staff	and	parents.

For more information about SMCS, please visit our website at www.stmarthacs.org

The Mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a quality education  
sharing in the total Catholic formation of each person by developing mind, heart and spirit.

Ellie Barber 
Enrique Berrios 
Caitlin Buchanan 
Steven Cardenas 
Adam Castillo 
Becca Chapman 
Chandler Chesnut 
Layne Frey 
Maria J. Galvez 
Jamesha Haywood 
James Henry 
Ross Huchingson 
Brooke Jolivette 
Chris Jones 
Logan Lucas 
Emily McAnulty 
Peyton Manning 
Michael Paul  
Maraffa 
Katie Phillips 
Carlos Ramirez 
Daniela Villafani 
Joyce Zeinieh 

On May 28, 2011, SMCS commemorated the graduation of 22 students during a Mass celebrated 
by Msgr. Borski followed by a reception honoring the graduates and their families. Our students 
who have become family as they learned, worshipped, and matured into young adults togeth-
er will continue their education at St. Thomas, St. Pius X, Kingwood Park and Kingwood High 
schools and Incarnate Word and St. Agnes academies. The staff of SMCS wishes all the graduates 
the best and prays that they will continue to grow in mind, heart and spirit as they continue their 
education and spiritual journey. Thank you to the parents of these graduates, all our other SMCS 
parents and all parishioners whose strong commitment to Catholic education allows our parish 
school to continue to offer the gift of a strong academic and faith-filled education.
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Characteristics of a 
Christian Steward - Patience
“When a person strikes you on the right cheek, turn and offer him 
the other. If anyone wants to go to law over your shirt, hand him 
your coat as well. Should anyone press you into service for one 
mile, go with him two miles. Give to the man who begs from you. 
Do not turn your back on the borrower.” (Matthew 5: 39-42)
 The scribes and the Pharisees led a woman forward who 
had been caught in adultery. They made her stand there in 
front of everyone. “Teacher,” they said to Him, “This woman 
has been caught in the act of adultery. In the law, Moses or-
dered such women to be stoned. What do You have to say about 
the case?” (They were posing this question to trap Him, so that 
they could have something to accuse Him of.) Jesus bent down 
and started tracing on the ground with His finger. When they 
persisted in their questioning, He straightened up and said to 
them, “Let the man among you who has no sin be the first to 
cast a stone at her.” A second time He bent down and wrote on 
the ground. Then the audience drifted away one by one, begin-
ning with the elders. This left Him alone with the woman, who 
continued to stand there before Him. Jesus finally straightened 
up and said to her, “Woman, where did they all disappear to? 
Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir, she answered.” 
Jesus said, “Nor do I condemn you. You may go. But from now 
on, avoid this sin.” (John 8: 3-11)

The Characteristic of patience
 Perhaps the most challenging of all virtues is that of patience. 
Remaining calm without complaint through all of life’s daily an-
noyances, during times of great trial, and when confronted by 
the faults of others, requires a continual dying to the self through 
patience. Patience flows from the cardinal virtue of fortitude, or 
courage. It takes great courage to endure the pressure cooker of 
aggravations, frustrations, and heartaches that builds within us; 
to hold in with a smile what our senses cry out to release.
 The motivation to courageously remain patient comes 
from love. St. Paul reminds us that first of all, “love is patient.” 
(1 Cor 13: 4) Patience is a marvelous way to demonstrate our 
love for God and others by setting ourselves aside. As with ev-
erything else, though, we cannot exercise patience on our own. 
The truly patient person is not someone who has never felt a 
loss of patience. Rather, it is the person who struggles mightily 
with patience within themselves, and turns constantly to our 

Lord, begging for His grace to courageously set self aside and 
remain patient.

patience and Stewardship
 Christian stewards have many opportunities to practice pa-
tience. First and most important is their patience with God. As 
they give more and more of themselves back to Him, knowing 
that He will not be outdone in generosity, stewards sometimes 
expect God to make His generosity evident sooner or in ways 
other than He wills.
 At these times, we grow impatient, wanting what we want 
from God instead of waiting patiently on Him. Patience is re-
maining at peace with His will, confident that He always pro-
vides what is best for us.
 Patience is also needed when relating to family members 
or fellow parishioners who may not be as ready to accept stew-
ardship as a way of life. To bear with others patiently in their 
journey toward stewardship is to take on the heart and mind of 
Jesus, who so patiently bears with our own repeated failures.

A patient Saint
St. John Vianney – 1786-1859

 Known as the Cure (pastor) of Ars, St. John Vianney prac-
ticed patience in many ways. As a youth and young man, he 
badly wanted to become a priest in order to gain souls for 
God. However, he struggled with academics, even being dis-
missed from a seminary before he was finally ordained. When 
assigned to the parish of Ars, France, he patiently undertook 
severe penances to intercede for the conversion of his parish-
ioners, whose faith was weak. As his holiness and humility 
began to touch the people of Ars, St. John spent more and more 
of his time hearing confessions. Soon he was spending from 12 
to 16 hours per day in a confessional, patiently hearing confes-
sions of pilgrims from all over France.
 As St. John Vianney became more successful in his great de-
sire to save souls, the devil began to attack him physically and 
for years created loud disturbances that deprived St. John of sleep 
throughout the night. Even so, this saint continued to hear confes-
sions, provide counsel, and visit the sick, maintaining his patience 
despite long hours and little sleep. His feast day is August 4th.

Characteristics of a Christian Steward
Diocese of Wichita

Summer 2011
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Stewardship Renewal Weekend
August 19th and 20th 

Once again, it’s time for our Annual Stewardship Renewal. Every year, someone asks, as you may have asked yourself, 
“Didn’t we just have a Stewardship Renewal? Aren’t we sufficiently ‘renewed’ by now?” Yes, we had a Stewardship 

Renewal last year, and we’re going to have one next year, too! This is an annual occurrence - part of the rhythm of parish 
life at St. Martha. Just as the Church proposes a time of spiritual renewal each Lent, we believe in the importance of a yearly 
examination of commitment.
 This year, every parish family will receive a special Stewardship package in the mail that further explains our parish’s 
vision of Stewardship. It includes a booklet that describes every ministry in the parish as well as a Stewardship Covenant.
 God has blessed each of us in so many ways. It would be impossible for us to adequately thank Him for all He’s done. 
The only way we can possibly begin to show Him our gratitude is by giving our lives to Him and serving His Church. Take 
this time to re-evaluate how you are serving the Lord. Are you giving Him the first fruits of all He has given you — your 
time, your talents, and your treasure? Are you listening to God’s call and following Him as His faithful disciple? Is He ask-
ing you to do more? Take time to discern what God wants from you. Then, fill out your Stewardship Covenant and bring it 
to Mass with you the weekend of August 19th and 20th. 
 


