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Our whole parish family rejoices in the 
Easter season. It is a wonderful oppor-

tunity for all of us to join the newly baptized 
in reflecting on the great things God has done 
for us in Christ Jesus. This is a time of “myst-
agogia catechesis,” a graced moment in which 
we allow the Lord to lead us into the depths of 
the mysteries of faith that we celebrated dur-
ing Holy Week and Easter. Let us cherish this 
time and reflect especially on the Scripture 
readings the Church uses for these Sundays of 
Easter.
 Please note the announcement in this news-
letter about the preparation of a new pictorial 
directory for our parish. When I first arrived 
to accept my assignment as pastor of St. Mar-
tha in July, 2001, I remember the great need 
I had for the parish directory. Every day, and 
especially every evening, I would go through 
the directory and try to put names and faces 
together. I knew practically no one who lived 
in Kingwood and attended St. Martha. It was 
quite a challenge for me to become acquainted 
with our parishioners. The parish pictorial di-
rectory was a very valuable resource for me 
then and I hope the new one will serve all of 
us well for the next phase of our history.
 Many of you joined us in November, 2011 
as St. Martha hosted members of other King-
wood area churches for a community Thanks-
giving celebration. On April 21st we will be 

joining with pastors and parishioners from 
some of those same churches for a Holocaust 
March of Remembrance. We will gather at 
Kingwood United Methodist Church at 1:00 
pm for a Praise and Worship service and then 
march together to our St. Martha campus 
on Woodland Hills for a 3:00 pm Memorial 
Service led by Rabbi Dan Gordon. This is a 
first-time event for not only Kingwood but the 
Houston area. As religious leaders we have a 
concern about the rise of hate crimes, blatant 
racism, violence, etc. throughout our world 
and even in our community. During the Ho-
locaust six million Jews were exterminated in 
the Nazi death camps and another five million 
others were killed as well. While there were 
some courageous “rescuers” who risked all to 
speak out or seek to save those being perse-
cuted, many others remained silent. “Never 
again” is the message we want to proclaim 
with the theme: “For Zion’s sake I will not be 
silent!” (Isaiah 62:1). I hope you can join us 
for at least some part of the March of Remem-
brance on Saturday, April 21st. 
 The articles on the Maria Goretti network 
and mercy echo the need for all of us to become 
ambassadors of healing and mercy in our com-
munity, especially during the Easter season.

Fr. Chester Borski
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Sharing Our Faith - 
Securing Our Future

Making a difference. Changing lives. As Christians, we 
strive to help one another. But who could have ever 

guessed how many lives one building could impact?

 Over ten years ago when plans were being formulated, 
committees gathered, and meetings attended, could anyone 
have imagined the lives that would be changed by one church 
building, our Catholic Church?
 Since the Dedication, last August, the population of our 
community is rapidly growing! Masses are filled to capacity, 
newcomer packets and bulletins are hard to keep in the kiosk, 
and requests for tours are once again on the rise.
  Since August 2011, over 950 people have toured the 
church! Due to the number of requests for tours, a Spring Open 
House is scheduled for Saturday, May 5, 2012, from noon to 3 
p.m. 
 People are excited to discover more about our Catholic 
faith. The vast number of people wanting to tour the church 
demonstrates how the surrounding community wants to learn 
more as to the hows and whys of how this Catholic Church 
was built. 
 People ask what is happening in this new church. Cars are 
always coming in and out, people are happy, and lights are 
always on in the church. While in the Narthex one Sunday, a 
woman stopped by the Capital Campaign table and said she 
had to leave church early, due to her schedule. Before leaving 

Mass she wanted to know what she would be missing in the 
service. She further explained that she was not Catholic, but 
felt drawn to the church and wanted to see the inside and meet 
some of the people. After several minutes, her inquiry about 
becoming Catholic concluded our conversation.
 So many amazing stories of how this new Catholic Church 
has touched so many lives!
 There is one goal of the second Capital Campaign: retire 
the $18 million debt our parish holds from building the church, 
the administration building and the rectory, with 100 percent  
participation. 
 To date, over $2.7 million has been pledged with 12.4 per-
cent of the parish contributing to the campaign.
 When some hear of a Capital Campaign, they might feel 
like they have to contribute thousands of dollars to make a 
difference. This is not true. If each person in our parish family 
contributed $4 a day, which is less then a happy meal or a latte, 
or $28 a week for three years, we could easily retire the debt 
in less than six years. Saint Timothy reminds us, “Tell those 
who are rich in this world not to be proud, and not to rely on 
so uncertain a thing as wealth. Let them trust in the God who 
provides us richly with all things for our use. Charge them to 
do good, to be rich in good works and generous, sharing what 
they have.” (1 Timothy 6: 17 & 18). Regardless of the size of 
gift you give, each and every dollar reduces the debts.
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Sharing Our Faith - 
Securing Our Future Cont.

SPRING 2012

 The community of St. Martha is so very generous with 
“Sharing” our Catholic faith, and this was one of the reasons 
behind selecting the theme of our second Capital Campaign 

– “Sharing Our Faith and Securing Our Future.” We already 
reach out and share our gifts with many in our community. But 
just think of the many additional blessings, numerous ones, 

there will be, in “Securing” our Catholic home for the many 
seekers, Catholics Returning Home, Marthas, Marys and La-
zaruses and the future generations to come.
 The campus on Woodland Hills took 30 years to complete. 
Building this campus will take 
many years, as well. But this 
is a journey we are all called 
to take part in. As we are re-
minded by the last paragraph 
of a reflection from Archbish-
op Oscar Romero, “We may 
never see the end results, but 
that is the difference between 
the master builder and the 
worker. We are workers, not 
master builders, ministers, not 
messiahs. We are prophets of 
a future not our own.”
 If you have questions of how you can be part of Sharing 
Our Faith - Securing Our Future, contact the Capital Campaign 
office at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

Name:
Address: 
City:                                  Zip:
Phone:
Email:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued success 
of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary  Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father                     Novena

 Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaingn offi  ce 

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift  to the campaign is:
Total pledge:
First payment:
Balance due:
I/we prefer to pay the balance as following:
 Monthly   Quarterly
 Semi-annual   Annual
 1 year  2 years  3 years

To partiicpate in electronic giving using your credit card, 
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and 
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Offi  ce

Pledge Card

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:________________________  Zip: ____________  
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father  Novena

Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaign office

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

Pledge Card

My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge: ____________________
First payment: ___________________
Balance due: ____________________
I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
  __ Monthly   __ Quarterly
  __ Semi-annually   __ Annually
  __ 1 year   __ 2 years   __ 3 years

To participate in electronic giving using your credit card,
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Office
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Pictorial Directory!
Help us to put “a name with a face” and connect our parish community even more.

St. Martha PICTORIAL DIRECTORY starts May 8th, and online scheduling has begun.
Go to www.stmartha.com, click on the pictorial directory link located on the home page to  

schedule your photo session. Or if you prefer, signups will be after all Masses starting April 14th. 
 

Details:  
 • Photographs are taken at St. Martha Parish Office, new campus.
 • Families who have their photo taken receive a free 8 by 10 photo and a free  
    directory – just for having their photo taken!
 • When arriving to be photographed, if you choose to make a donation to  
    St. Martha’s St. Vincent de Paul Society, you will receive a thank you certificate  
    for $5.00 off your portrait order. 
 • Appointments are available Tuesday to Friday, 2:30 – 9:00 p.m., and  
   Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
 • If you prefer not to have your name and address included in the back of the  
    directory, please call the parish office 281-358-6637.
 
Questions?  Call the parish office at 281-358-6637.
 

We need your help!
 • Can you greet families when they arrive to be photographed starting May 8? 
    Call the parish office, 281-358-6637.
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SPRING 2012

The Mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a quality 
education sharing in the total Catholic formation of each person by 

developing mind, heart and spirit.

Currently registering for 
Pre-Kindergarten and Grades 1-8. 

Please call Jan Rodine at 281-358-5523 for 
more information or to schedule a tour.

2012 Crusader Open
13th Annual Golf Tournament

April 26, 2012
Check-in: 11:30 A.M. – Shotgun Start: 1:00 P.M. – Format: 4 person scramble

KingwOOd COuntry Club
Presented by

Registration forms available at www.stmarthacs.org

For more information contact: 
Lynn Lucas at lucasl@stmarthacs.org 

Ph: 281-358-5523 Fax: 281-358-5526
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Maria Goretti Network
for survivors of abuse

In October 2011 St. Martha implemented 
a social justice program for survivors of 

abuse – the Maria Goretti Network. MGN 
was founded in 2004 by Catholic survivors of 
sexual abuse. The vision of MGN is to provide 
a self-help support group that is run by survi-
vors of abuse, that meets on a monthly basis 
and encourages survivors to share their stories 

of survival, to talk about the valleys they continue to endure 
and to work on their journey to forgiveness and healing.
 “The greatest form of healing for a survivor of abuse, any 
form of abuse, is to talk about it,” says Shannon Deitz, the co-
director for St. Martha’s MGN chapter. “When we talk about 
the abuse that has been done to us we begin to release the 
stigma of shame that is attached to abuse. The more we talk 
about it, the more we recognize that the abuse does not define 
who we are or who God created us to be. Rather, what we have 
endured and survived has given us strength and an apprecia-
tion for life.”

 The Maria Goretti Network is a self-help support group 
format. No matter how long it has been since someone has 
endured the abuse, or how far along they are in their recovery, 
talking about their experience is healing and helpful both on a 
personal level and for others in the group.
 The 1.5 hour meeting is divided into three parts:
  1) Everyone is invited to give their first name and  
   share a little about themselves.
  2) The group divides into women and men for per 
   sonal sharing. (No one is forced to share.)
  3) The group reunites for discussion on forgiveness  
   and healing.
 All meetings are “closed” (allowed only for survivors of 
abuse), and periodically, we will announce an “open” meeting 
for family and friends of survivors to join in a meeting.
 If you are interested in attending our next MGN 
Chapter meeting please contact Shannon Deitz, 281-360-
4045 / stmarthamgn@gmail.com or visit www.mgoretti.org 
for more information.

The Maria Goretti Network reaches out to survivors of abuse
(Physical, sexual, mental, emotional, verbal, and spiritual) 
with God’s love as witnessed in the life of Maria Goretti.

Save the Date:
Spring Open House, 

Saturday, May 5, 2012
from Noon to 3 p.m.

Tell your friends and come 
tour the new church!
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Characteristics of a  
Christian Steward - MERCY

SPRING 2012

 “Go and learn the meaning of the words, ‘It is mercy I 
desire and not sacrifice.’” (Matthew 9:13)
 “Then the just will ask Him: ‘Lord, when did we see You 
hungry and feed You or see You thirsty and give You drink? 
When did we welcome You away from home or clothe You in 
Your nakedness? When did we visit You when You were ill or 
in prison?’ The king will answer them: ‘I assure you, as often 
as you did it for one of My least brothers, you did for Me.’” 
(Matthew 25: 37-40)
 “At the sight of the crowds, His heart was moved with pity. 
They were lying prostrate from exhaustion, like sheep without 
a shepherd.” (Matthew 9: 36)

Mercy is an outpouring of compassion toward others – a 
living out of the Golden Rule: “Treat others the way 

you would have them treat you.” (Mt 7:12) Mercy manifests 
itself in many ways. Comforting someone in their suffering 
is one form of mercy. Advising someone in distress or uncer-
tainty is another. Feeding, clothing, and housing those in need, 
visiting those who are sick or imprisoned, burying those who 
have died – all of these actions are corporal works of mercy. 
But perhaps the greatest measure of mercy lies in the degree 
to which one forgives others. To be truly merciful is to forgive 
without limit. Peter learned this from Jesus when he asked, 
“‘Lord, when my brother wrongs me, how often must I forgive 
him? Seven times?’ ‘No,’ Jesus replied, ‘not seven times; I say, 
seventy times seven times.’” (Mt 18: 21-22)
 But the willingness to forgive every time we are wronged, 
or think we are wronged, is not easy. In fact, it can be extraor-
dinarily difficult. When someone hurts us, we find ourselves 
wanting to fight back – if not overtly, then by holding onto the 
hurt with anger, resentment, bitterness, coolness in behavior, 
retaliation, or separation. We begin to feel justified in respond-
ing this way, because of how we have been treated. Our hu-
man nature rages within us to hold on to these feelings; mercy 
demands that we let go.
 Jesus spelled out how serious this demand is: “If you for-
give the faults of others, your heavenly Father will forgive you 
yours. If you do not forgive others, neither will your Father 
forgive you.” (Mt. 6: 14-15) And indeed, each time we pray 

the Our Father, we are reminded of what God requires from us 
in the form of mercy: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.”
 What He expects is really another version of the Golden 
Rule: Treat others however you would ask God to treat you. 
Put that way, how can we possibly refuse? And yet, when oth-
ers cause us to feel overwhelmed by hurt and anger, forgiving 
them can seem an impossible expectation.
 It is important to remember that God does not expect the 
impossible from us. With His grace, He makes it possible for 
us to love beyond our limited human nature and to let go of 
feelings of hurt and anger in order to forgive. The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church states this quite beautifully:

To forgive does not mean that we will not experience deep 
hurt or desire to hold onto that hurt. It does not mean that the 
moment we forgive, the hurt will disappear. Nor does it mean 
that we must wait until we no longer feel any hurt in order to 
forgive.
 Forgiveness is not giving in; it is letting go. It is not a sign 
of weakness; it is a sign of strength. To forgive is to be merci-
ful. And because to forgive is at times so difficult, it is all the 
more beautiful and holy when we do. When we forgive, we 
truly unite ourselves to the person of Jesus Christ, who loves 
us with unlimited mercy, who understands our pain, who lived 
it Himself, and who, in His final moments of agony on the 
cross, said, “Father, forgive them; they know not what they are 
doing.” (Lk 23: 34)

Stewardship and Mercy
 The stewardship way of life calls for a letting go of all that 
we hold on to. To be merciful, especially through forgiveness, 
is one of the hardest yet most beautiful ways the Christian 
steward can let go.
 Mercy is also the spark that fans the embers of stewardship 

It is not in our power not to feel or to forget 
an offense; but the heart that offers itself to the 
Holy Spirit turns injury into compassion and 
purifies the memory in transforming the hurt 
into intercession. (26)
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into a fire of compassionate service. Mercy, through the cardi-
nal virtue of justice, opens the eyes of the Christian steward to 
see the disparity in the overabundance of what he or she has, 
compared to what others have not. Mercy compels the already 
responsible steward into accepting even greater responsibil-
ity for the welfare of others. As a result, Christian stewards 
extend their time, talent, and treasure to those in the parish or 
local community and to those within the universal Church who 
are in great need – whether that need is spiritual, material, or 
emotional.
 As with all the characteristics of a Christian steward, how-
ever, one grows in mercy by first practicing this characteristic 
in the home. The opportunities to show mercy to one’s spouse, 
children, and other family members present themselves daily. 
Indeed, sometimes it is more challenging to forgive those we 
love most for their hurtful words or actions than those outside 

our families.
 With one’s parish family, too, there are many opportuni-
ties to practice mercy. Forgiving a parishioner or the members 
of a parish organization for an action that has caused hurt is 
a beautiful form of mercy. Refusing to speak unkindly about 
other parishioners or their children is another form of mercy. 
And letting go of any feelings of ill will toward those who do 
not yet give their time, talent, or treasure in proportion to what 
they have been given is yet another form of mercy. 
 Christian stewards who practice mercy in all these forms – 
through compassion, service, and forgiveness – demonstrate in 
a profound way their understanding that as they do for others, 
so will our Lord do for them.

Characteristics of a Christian Steward
Diocese of Wichita


