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As we begin the New Year of 2017, it 
might be helpful to take a brief look back 

and thank God for His many blessings to our 
parish family. Early last year we learned that a 
very dear parishioner, Mrs. Pat Reid, had left 
most of her estate to St. Martha’s with the spe-
cific request that a day chapel be built. I have 
appointed a committee composed of clergy 
and laity to help design a prayer chapel that 
will reflect the dreams and desires of Mrs. 
Reid. An architectural firm has been hired and 
a general contractor will be selected at the end 
of January. We are well on our way and we 
hope to complete the project by June 2018.
 As summer began last year, we launched a 
new missionary effort to involve parishioners 
in bringing the gospel message of Jesus Christ 
to those in need. St. Martha’s has had a long 
history of pastoral outreach through Martha’s 
Kitchen downtown, Sharing Sunday, the Sum-
mer Shine Work program for our teens, St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society, etc. In June of 2016 we 
began an “international mission trip” to Colom-
bia and had approximately 20 individuals spend 
a week in the city of Cartagena. We repeated the 
experience in September with a similar number 
of participants to the city of Bogota. These trips 
were so successful that we will return to Colom-
bia in 2017 and continue the work we began. If 
you are interested, you may let Olga Najar, our 

parish director of social services, know that you 
want to participate this year.
 In early December, I blessed a convent for 
Sr. Maurillac and the Sisters of Jesus the Savior. 
They are a relatively new religious community 
of consecrated women from Nigeria. With the 
help of the Serra Club of Northeast Houston 
and several generous parishioners, we were 
able to find a wonderful residence for the Sis-
ters and help furnish the convent. We are indeed 
blessed to have a religious convent in our parish 
boundaries and we look forward to other Sisters 
joining the convent in the near future. As we see 
Sr. Maurillac at our daily and Sunday Masses, 
may it be a reminder for us to pray for vocations 
to the religious life. 
 Fr. Nick Pasadilla, our senior priest in resi-
dence, will retire in April of this year. He plans 
to return to his native Philippines and take care 
of his aging mother. We will miss him and his 
clever wit. I will miss his presence and avail-
ability to help with Masses, Confessions, fu-
nerals, and sick calls. Fr. Nick has been a great 
blessing to our parish.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Chester Borski
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Music Ministry
On October 15, 2016, participants and family members 

of the various branches of the Music Ministry at St. 
Martha’s embarked together on a pilgrimage through the Holy 
Door at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart. Holding a bi-
lingual prayer service, cantors, directors, choir members and 
musicians from all of our Masses joined together to pray for 
our ministry and to pray for our entire parish family. The ser-
vice concluded by commending all of our Music Ministry to 
the care of Mary, the Mother of God.
 The choirs have continued to work hard in rehearsals and 
in preparing for liturgies. Our growth in both musical and 
spiritual areas is a principal area of focus. The 11 a.m. choir 
rehearsals now begin with a mini-teaching in some sort of 
faith formation, with content from the Catechism, Scriptures, 
Saints, Holy Fathers, and prominent Catholic writers/speakers. 
This ongoing formation is an integral part of our ministry in 
leading the faithful in worship. We are continuing to grow as a 
team of intercessors praying for the needs of one another, for 
the parish, and for the world.
 We have also been welcoming the youth of our parish to 
become more integrally involved in our Music Ministry, of-
fering the next generation the opportunity to acquire faith for-
mation, skills, and training that will help them to carry on the 
treasures of our faith into the future. We established a brand 
new “Choral Scholars Program” which has brought in stu-
dents from high school and college, as well as recent gradu-
ates, to join the 11 a.m. choir, and many of them are being 
trained as cantors at this time. Our wonderful children’s choir 

is also growing in skills of singing technique and healthy vo-
cal production, and is now preparing to participate in the 2017 
Pueri Cantores Treble Festival at the Co-Cathedral of the Sa-
cred Heart on March 4, along with several hundreds of other 
young singers from throughout the archdiocese. The festival 
concludes with a Solemn Mass in which all the children par-
ticipants will sing.
 As the new Director of Music, I am excited to get to know 
more members of my parish family. I will be holding a few 
open “meetings” before Lent in order to present some musical 
ideas, teach some music and share refreshments afterwards. 
I would love to meet as many parishioners as possible. Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend any or all such meetings (dates 
TBA).
 As we journey into 2017, the Music Ministry seeks to reaf-
firm our commitment to prayer and worship in spirit and truth. 
We want to keep the focus on the Lord and not on ourselves. 
So as the Director of Music, I would like to repeat the same 
appeal that I have put forth since I began serving here. Dear 
brothers and sisters of St. Martha’s Parish: please pray for me 
and for our Music Ministry to be guided by the Holy Spirit. 
Please pray that we would be open to His will and His desires 
for our ministry, even in the face of any obstacles and trials. 
We do not neglect to pray for you either! In this year 2017, 
may our parish family be blessed abundantly with God’s gift 
of grace and peace.

In Christ, Daniel Knaggs
Director of Music
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Niño Jesús
For the fifthth consecutive Christmas Season, volunteers 

from “Niño Jesús,” an outreach group of St. Martha, sent 
a message of kindness and love to a group of more than 80 
families that live under precarious conditions in the woods of 
New Caney off of Roman Forest Blvd. (about a mile or so 
from the Carmelite Monastery). A message that went beyond 
attending some of their material needs to let them know that 
they are not alone, despite their abject poverty. 
 On December 17, 2016, about 50 of our parishioners and 
their big warm-hearted love, distributed the gifts collected on 
Sharing Sunday and from other particular collaborations, as 
well as food, clothing, water, school backpacks stuffed with 
supplies and several cases of Spanish Bibles to approximately 
225 children. Many of these parishioners’ teenage children and 
their high energy and enthusiasm, gave generously of them-
selves for 4+ hours assisting people in need.
 Some of these volunteers also distributed food (turkeys 
and trimmings, etc.) this last Thanksgiving to this same area. 
Some of the funds for these events came from the small profit 
from last year’s Valentine’s Gala. Some money came from par-
ish funds. Much came from the time, talent and personal trea-
sure of the many volunteers who gathered.
 The outreach activities of “Niño Jesús” started back on 
December of 2012, when a group of approximately 12 parish-
ioners, motivated by the example and lead from Deacon Al-
fredo and his wife, Irene, gathered one afternoon to pack some 
gifts and food and proceed to do home visits to 10 needy fami-
lies with 24 children, located in Porter, New Caney, Cleveland 

and Conroe. Through all these years, and thanks to the contri-
butions from Sharing Sunday and individuals, we have been 
able to reach over 700 children and their families.
 Why we chose the name Niño Jesús? The tradition in some 
countries of South America, Central America and the Carib-
bean, is that the Niño Jesús (which can be translated to Infant 
Jesus, and not Santa), is the one who receives the petition let-
ters from the children. The delivery of gifts, during Christmas 
Eve, is in accordance of each child’s good conduct and good 
works to the needy.
 We want to thank all the people from St. Martha, united 
as one whole community of faith, who one way or the other, 
have been supporting the activities of “Niño Jesús” through all 
these years, helping to share the word and work of God. We 
want to especially thank Msgr. Borski, through whose pres-
ence and collaboration provided inspiration to all the volun-
teers this past Christmas. And to our own Santa, with his high 
energy and enthusiasm, who left so many smiles on the faces 
of our adopted Roman Forest families.
 We will continue this labor, which we truly believe is a 
call from God to serve his people. We will do it every year 
with more love and compassionated heart. We will continue 
praying to our Blessed Mother to help and guide us with this 
effort. We will keep counting with the support of our beautiful 
parish of St. Martha, because we’re all “Niño Jesús.”
From “Niño Jesús,” Milton Giraldo (miltongira@yahoo.com) 
and Diego Montiel (diegostmartha@gmail.com)



Date: February 18, 2017

St. Martha Catholic Church

2017Valentine s 
Gala

Baptized into Christ Jesus, we worship as one and reach out to all.

Info: Juanita  (760)7177835
        Daniel  (832)4455315
        Church Office (281)3586637

Donation $60 per person

Time: 7:30pm - 11:30pm

Featuring Mango Punch

    Tickets also  

      
 available at the

      
 church office

    Cash Bar        ( Lourdes)
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Date: February 18, 2017
Time: 7:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.
Info: Juanita 760-717-7835
 Daniel 832-445-5315
 Church Office 281-358-6637
 ( Lourdes)
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St. Martha Catholic School
ACCREDITED BY THE TEXAS CATHOLIC CONFERENCE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

SERVING STUDENTS IN PRE-K – 8TH GRADE | WWW.STMARTHACS.ORG

St. Martha Catholic School
Over 20 Years of Educating Students

Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 8

OPEN HOUSE
for prospective students and families

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 * 5 to 7 p.m.

Catholic Schools…We Transform the World!

2411 Oak Shores Drive, Kingwood, Texas 77339
www.stmarthacs.org               281.358.5523

Fully accredited by the Texas Catholic Conference Education Department

For more information or to schedule a tour, please contact Jodie Richter at richterj@stmarthacs.org

The mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a quality education, 
sharing in the total Catholic formation of each person by developing mind, heart and spirit.

Registration is open for the 12th Annual Steps for  
Students! The event will take place at 8 a.m. on February 
18, 2017, at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart (1111 
St. Joseph Pkwy, Houston, TX 77002).

You can register for the St. Martha Catholic School team  
by going to http://steps4students.racepartner.com/Fundr 
aisingl6/StMarthaSchool.

If you have any questions, please contact
Cortney Waguespack at waguespackc@stmarthacs.org.
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Lenten Schedule 
ASH WEDNESDAY, March 1:
Mass times: 8:30 a.m. School Mass (Activity Center on the Woodland Hills Campus),
10:00 a.m. (Church) and 7:30 p.m. Bi-lingual Mass (Church)
Distribution of Ashes: 6:30 a.m. (Church), 12 noon (Church), and
4:30 p.m. (Activity Center on Woodland Hills Campus)

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

FISH FRY: Fridays at 6:00 p.m. (Family Life Center)

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE: March 23 at 6:30 p.m.
(St. Mary Magdalene in Humble)

ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS: Wednesday, April 12, at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

TRIDUUM SCHEDULE:
HOLY THURSDAY MASS, April 13 at 7:30 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, April 14 at 3:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, and Holy Communion.
7:30 p.m. - Stations of the Cross
HOLY SATURDAY, April 15: at Noon (in the Narthex) Blessing of Easter food
EASTER VIGIL, April 15 at 8:30 p.m.
EASTER SUNDAY, April 16 at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass)
Masses in the Activity Center at the Woodland Hills Campus 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

REGULAR TIMES FOR SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 5:20 p.m.

 Parish Lenten Mission 
 Lent is a wonderful opportunity for each of us to remember that the Good News is all about mercy 
and hope. In Lent especially, the Cross is a powerful reminder of God’s love and what He was willing 
to do for us in His Son. And, in accepting this mercy and love of God, we are compelled to give witness 
of it to others. Lent is therefore a joyful season so that we can encounter this love in profound ways.

 March 25 and 26 - March 27-29 Schedule
Saturday, March 25 - Sunday, March 26: Father Hurley will speak at all masses on the weekend. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: March 27, 28, and 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the church. 
 We will welcome Paulist Father John Hurley to our parish this year for our Lenten Parish Mission. 
Paulist Father John Hurley was ordained a priest in 1977. He has been a leader in evangelization for more than 35 years, found-
ing the Paulist Center for Catholic Evangelization in Portland, Ore. in 1979. In 1997, his leadership went national serving as 
Executive Director for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat for Evangelization where he was responsible for 
implementing Go and Make Disciples, A National Plan and Strategy for Catholic Evangelization in the United States. He later 

Rev. John E. Hurley C.S.P.
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served as Executive Director for the National Pastoral Life Center in New York City and the Department of Evangelization for 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore. He has spoken in more than 100 dioceses across the United States and continues to do so before 
parish, diocesan and national Church leadership. Since 2014, he has served as a consultant for NewEvangelizationStrategies.org 
and resides at Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral in San Francisco where he once served as pastor. We are delighted that he was able to 
accept the invitation to conduct our Lenten Mission. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT LENT AND LENTEN PRACTICES
Q. Why do we say that there are forty days of Lent? When you count all the days from Ash Wednesday through Holy 
Saturday, there are 46.
A. It might be more accurate to say that there is the “forty day fast within Lent.” Historically, Lent has varied from a week to 
three weeks to the present configuration of 46 days. The forty day fast, however, has been more stable. The Sundays of Lent are 
certainly part of the Time of Lent, but they are not prescribed days of fast and abstinence.
Q. So does that mean that when we give something up for Lent, such as candy, we can have it on Sundays?
A. Apart from the prescribed days of fast and abstinence on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, and the days of abstinence every 
Friday of Lent, Catholics have traditionally chosen additional penitential practices for the whole Time of Lent. These practices 
are disciplinary in nature and often more effective if they are continuous, i.e., kept on Sundays as well. That being said, such 
practices are not regulated by the Church, but by individual conscience.
Q. I understand that all the Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat, but I’m not sure what is classified as meat. 
Does meat include chicken and dairy products?
A. Abstinence laws consider that meat comes only from animals such as chickens, cows, sheep or pigs --- all of which live on land. 
Birds are also considered meat. Abstinence does not include meat juices and liquid foods made from meat. Thus, such foods as 
chicken broth, consommé, soups cooked or flavored with meat, meat gravies or sauces, as well as seasonings or condiments made 
from animal fat are technically not forbidden. However, moral theologians have traditionally taught that we should abstain from all 
animal-derived products (except foods such as gelatin, butter, cheese and eggs, which do not have any meat taste). Fish are a differ-
ent category of animal. Salt and freshwater species of fish, amphibians, reptiles, (cold-blooded animals) and shellfish are permitted.
Q. I’ve noticed that restaurants and grocery stores advertise specials on expensive types of fish and seafood on Fridays 
during Lent. Some of my Catholic friends take advantage of these deals, but somehow I don’t feel right treating myself 
to the lobster special on Fridays during Lent.
A. While fish, lobster and other shellfish are not considered meat and can be consumed on days of abstinence, indulging in the 
lavish buffet at your favorite seafood place sort of misses the point. Abstaining from meat and other indulgences during Lent is 
a penitential practice. On the Fridays of Lent, we remember the sacrifice of Christ on Good Friday and unite ourselves with that 
sacrifice through abstinence and prayer.
Q. I understand that Catholics ages 18 to 59 should fast on Ash Wednesday and on Good Friday, but what exactly are 
the rules for these fasts?
A. Fasting on these days means we can have only one full, meatless meal. Some food can be taken at the other regular meal 
times if necessary, but combined they should be less than a full meal. Liquids are allowed at any time, but no solid food should 
be consumed between meals.
Q. Are there exemptions other than for age from the requirement to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday?
A. Those that are excused from fast and abstinence outside the age limits include the physically or mentally ill including indi-
viduals suffering from chronic illnesses such as diabetes. Also excluded are pregnant or nursing women. In all cases, common 
sense should prevail, and ill persons should not further jeopardize their health by fasting.

To learn more about the Lenten season, visit the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website- 
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/index.cfm



Martha
Saint

Catholic Church 
of Kingwood

Martha
Saint

4301 Woodridge Parkway, Porter, TX 77365
www.stmartha.com 

(281) 358-6637

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Porter, Texas
Permit No. 8

Debt Reduction Update
 About halfway through this, our third capital campaign, 1100 parish families have pledged $5.7 million. To date, total 
contributions stand at $3 million. Among the pledges 202 have been fully funded for a total of $700,000. Another 107 
who had pledged $270,000 have contributed an additional $83,000 over and above their pledges. Toward the remaining 
pledges of $4.7 million, $1.8 million has been contributed so far. In addition, another $180,000 of unpledged contributions 
have been received from 330 donors. The generosity of these parishioners is, indeed, remarkable. We are truly blessed. 
We continue to pray that every family in our parish may participate in our journey through your contributions and your 
prayers. Our debt now stands at $11 million.
 The Building and Planning Committee have begun work toward building the Day Chapel which in the Master Plan 
was envisioned in the second phase of construction. As you know, a few months ago, Cardinal DiNardo gave us permis-
sion to proceed on the chapel in consideration of Pat Reid’s generous bequest. Studio Red has been chosen as the architec-
tural firm and weekly meetings are being held to work on the design for the new space. We will be selecting the contractor 
in the first quarter of 2017. We will keep you up to date as progress develops. The chapel will seat about 250 people and 
will be architecturally compatible with the church. 

 St. Martha Mother’s Day Out (MDO) is a “FUNducational” ministry committed to each child’s social, spiritual, 
and intellectual development. On any given day in a classroom, you might see group discussions, block building, dress 
up, magnet play, cooking (applesauce . . . yum), smelling different jars or reaching into mystery touch boxes, creating 
with play-dough, and of course painting, reading, and singing. We are also sure to incorporate STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, math) concepts into our activities. There’s also plenty of time to move 
each day, whether through movement to music or running and playing outside. Most importantly though, 
we play; and we firmly believe that play is the foundation for a lifetime of learning!
 Mother’s Day Out is from 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Registration for 
the 2017-2018 school year will begin on Monday, February 6, 2017, in the Faith Formation Office. 
Applications will be available on the St. Martha website beginning February 1, 2017.


