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One of the highlights of this summer for 
me was attending “The Amazing Par-

ish Conference” in Denver, CO from August 
11th through August 13th. Several of the par-
ish staff accompanied me as well as a member 
of our parish pastoral council. This was truly 
a “hands-on” working conference in which 
we began with Mass at 7:00 am and contin-
ued throughout the day until about ten in the 
evening. 
 There were over 500 people in attendance 
representing 115 parishes from the United 
States and Canada. This conference is the 
brain-child of Patrick Lencioni, an author and 
well-known consultant in the business world, 
and a number of other Catholic groups seeking 
to renew the Church in our time. Among some 
of these groups are Matthew Kelly’s Dynamic 
Catholic, the creators of the Disciple-Maker 
Index (the parish survey we took two years 
ago), Catholic Leadership Institute which 
helps train priests through the Good Leaders, 
Good Shepherds program, and several others. 
 The goal of the conference was to help cre-
ate vibrant Catholic parishes which nourish the 
faithful and help form “intentional disciples” 
of Jesus Christ. The first day of the conference 
was centered on the importance of establishing 
a “leadership team” or special group of leaders 
who are collectively committed to helping the 
pastor make the parish “amazing” and bring 
more people to Christ and his Church. Such a 

parish and its leadership need to be completely 
reliant on prayer and committed to a vision & 
plan anchored in the Gospel.
 The following day was focused on the four 
necessary ingredients of any vibrant parish: (1) 
“the Sunday experience” which welcomes and 
nourishes the people through the sacramental 
celebration of the mysteries of our faith; (2) 
a “compelling formation” which helps young 
and old, children and adults to know and ap-
preciate their Catholic faith; (3) provision for 
“small group discipleship” where people can 
come to know fellow parishioners and share 
faith together in an informal setting; and (4) 
“missionary zeal” which motivates all to reach 
out and invite others to know Christ Jesus and 
accept the offer of salvation. 
 I hope you will be experiencing the posi-
tive effects of this conference in the months to 
come. Certainly “ARISE Together in Christ” 
will provide you with a taste of many of these 
“ingredients” and enable you to make choices 
about how you will help our parish community 
grow in faith and its outreach to the commu-
nity. May I ask you to pray frequently for our 
St. Martha parish community and the mission 
we have embraced.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Chester L. Borski 
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Capital Campaign Update

Our Second Capital Campaign concluded at the end of 
2014 having raised just over $6.7 million in pledges and 

gifts. With over 1,700 households par-
ticipating in the campaign, we have pro-
gressively reduced the debt we incurred 
for the First Phase of Construction on 
our new campus to $13.3 million. Ear-
lier this year the construction loan was 
renegotiated reducing the interest rate 
and, consequently, the minimum prin-
ciple and interest payment required 
monthly. We still must pay this debt down before we may pro-
ceed with the Second Phase of Construction in our journey to 
move all facilities and ministries to the new campus. The Sec-
ond Phase of Construction will conceptually be a Family Life 

Center, Day Chapel and additional Office Space for ministries. 
And, subsequently, the Third Phase of Construction will in-

volve building the School and related 
facilities. In the next several months 
we will be phasing into our next Debt 
Reduction Campaign for the purpose 
of further reducing the outstanding 
debt as much as possible. Information 
will be forthcoming about this cam-
paign as it develops. Your prayers and 
participation will ultimately determine 

how soon we may progress in our journey, as together we are 
Counting our Blessings.
If you would like more information on our Campaigns, please 
contact Theresa Miller, Business Manager, 281-713-8957.

Save the Date!
28th National Life Chain, Sunday, 

October 4, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.
Town Center: West Lake Houston Parkway and Kingwood Dr.

On the first Sunday of October in 1,900 locations across the United States and Canada, tens of thousands of pro-life 
people will gather beside main streets.

• They will pray silently and hold professionally printed signs provided at the site.
• They will peacefully show solidarity in the Christian community for the sanctity of human life from conception to 

natural death.
• They will stand in honor of the 56 million lives who have been lost to abortion.

Every year young women report deciding not to have an abortion after reading the signs and seeing the people praying.
“I was driving by the Life Chain and considered it a sign from God that I should not abort my twins.” “I’m so glad you 
were here ten years ago because I decided not to abort my baby.” “Thank you for being here.” These are lives impacted 
by the Life Chain.
Please join our St. Martha community in October for the annual Life Chain. You never know whose life you will change 
just by standing for life!
Be a voice for the voiceless!

Additional information is on http://NationalLifeChain.org or Paula Amsler at paula_amsler@msn.com
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St. Martha Festival &  
Fall Market

It’s time again for the exciting St. Martha Festival and Fall 
Market. Mark your calendars now for Saturday, October 3, 

2015 from noon to 8 p.m. It will be held in the back parking 
lot at the new campus, so bring your friends and family for a 
community event of fun, food, games, and entertainment. 
 Mickey Hobbs will provide music for your listening and 
dancing pleasure, and there will be Bible games, inflatables, 
face painting, and a balloon clown for the kids.
 Our Knights of Columbus are selling barbecue, smoked 
turkey legs, hamburgers, hot dogs, fries and chili cheese fries. 
The Hispanic community will arouse your taste buds with ta-
cos and nachos with cheese, and the Catholic Daughters will 
offer their delicious desserts to satisfy the “sweet tooth” in all 
of us. The beer garden is returning as well, and we plan to have 
a flat screen TV available showing college football.
 Looking to do some early Christmas shopping? Visit the 
Fall Market where many vendors from the surrounding area, 

and a few of our own ministries, will be selling their “good-
ies.” 
 We will once again have a Silent Auction where ministries 
will prepare items/baskets to bid on. Each ministry receives 
90% of the final bid price with the other 10% to help cover the 
cost of the tent. Our Live Auction was one of the more popular 
events at last year’s festival and promises to bring many more 
exciting items this year!!!!!
 Last but not least, the raffle drawing is returning to this 
year’s festival with three prizes to entice all of us. First prize 
is a $2,500 Travel Voucher, second prize - four Houston Tex-
ans Football tickets with parking pass and four jerseys, and 
third prize - a Medium Green Egg Outdoor Grill with nest, 
side table and plate setter.
  So, bring your family, friends and neighbors for a fun-
filled community event. We’d love to see you there!
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 Almost forty years ago, two priests from the Archdio-
cese of Newark came together with a dream for a renewed 
Church. They called a group of people together to brain-
storm, and the spiritual renewal process known as RENEW 
was born. This initial movement grew out of a desire to im-
plement the vision and pastoral direction of the Church that 
was endorsed by Vatican II (particularly the documents of 
Lumen Gentium and Gaudium et Spes). 
 In the 1980s, RENEW groups spread all over the country 
and across the world. The idea of small Christian commu-
nities meeting at the parish or in people’s homes has done 
much to foster community, build faith, and even improve so-
cial conditions in urban areas and poverty stricken dioceses.
 Today, RENEW International continues its work of par-
ish spiritual renewal and evangelization through programs 
focused on adult faith formation and, in particular, the small 
community initiative of ARISE Together in Christ.
 This Fall, St. Martha will be participating in the ARISE 
Together in Christ program and we would like for YOU to 
join us! Last year, we participated in the Catholic Leader-
ship Institute’s Parish Survey. Several areas were identified 
as “growth” areas for our parish: deepening our prayer lives, 
growing more spiritually, and forming disciples that are 
called to form other disciples. The mission of RENEW and 
the ARISE Together in Christ program is “to foster spiritual 

renewal in the Catholic tradition by empowering individuals 
and communities to encounter God in everyday life, deepen 
and share faith, and connect faith with action.” St. Martha 
(along with several other parishes in the diocese) felt like 
this program would be a good fit to address the desire for 
a deeper spiritual journey and more community connection 
expressed in the survey.
 In his apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (The 
Joy of the Gospel), Pope Francis writes “the parish is the 
presence of the Church in a given territory, an environment 
for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for 
dialogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, worship and 
celebration. In all its activities the parish encourages and 
trains its members to be evangelizers.” 
 Groups are now being formed for the fall semester of 
ARISE Together in Christ. Small group sessions will be-
gin all over the area the week of October 4th. There will be 
groups meeting during the day, during the evening, on the 
weekend, almost every day of the week so there will be one 
that fits your schedule! Interested in joining a small group? 
Contact the Faith Formation office: carlal@stmartha.com or 
281-713-8968.
 Come join us as we grow in community and develop a 
closer relationship with Christ! 
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ARISE Together in Christ. 
What is this process?

Goals of the ARISE process:
• Sharing and witnessing to the Word of God in Sacred  
  Scripture
• Developing vibrant communities of faith and service
• Forging deeper relationships among parishioners and across  
  diverse ethnic groups
• Providing a concrete and practical means of evangelization
What does the spiritual journey offered by ARISE look like?
The spiritual path laid out by the ARISE process begins with a 
period of formation for diocesan and parish leaders. The pro-
cess then guides the participants through five distinct periods 
of time (called Seasons) each of which lasts six weeks.
Each Season engages the entire parish in a basic Gospel theme:
Season I Fall Encountering Christ Today
Season II Lent Change Our Hearts
Season III Fall In the Footsteps of Christ
Season IV Lent New Heart, New Spirit
Season V Fall We Are the Good News!
RENEW International provides comprehensive training for the 
ARISE Diocesan Team, the ARISE Parish Team, and Small 
Community Leaders.
RENEW International staff provides ongoing pastoral support 
and service for all phases of the process.
How do parishioners experience these Gospel themes?
Parishioners experience these themes in several ways, primarily:
• Sunday Mass via homily hints and Prayers of the Faithful
• Small faith-sharing groups that meet in homes and other  
   locations throughout the parish during the course of the week
• Family and individual prayer
• Parish Mission
• Special workshops to help parishes become more responsive 
  to young adults
Who participates in the ARISE process?
The ARISE process provides spiritual formation for every-
body in the parish. The process uses a pastoral theology suited 
for parish life today. There are materials appropriate for adults, 
families, young adults, and youth that can be used in parishes 
and on campuses.

How do families and youth get involved?
Marriage and family life is strengthened as participants share 
in groups, attend liturgies and gatherings, and use the intergen-
erational Family Sharing Pages and ARISE for youth materi-
als on ARISE weekly themes.
What is the role of the parish priest in the ARISE process?
This process works under the spiritual leadership of the parish 
priest. In collaboration with him, the practical implementation 
of the ARISE process is carried out by parishioners who are 
well trained for their roles.
How does the ARISE process call people to Gospel action?
Each week of the ARISE process applies the spiritual stan-
dards of Christ to all areas of life. It emphasizes people living 
in good relationship with one another as they make concrete 
applications of the Gospel to their life situations.
The ARISE process challenges people not only to be of ser-
vice to the poor and needy, but also to address the underlying 
causes of injustice. ARISE includes special events and presen-
tations on why and how we should respond to the Word in acts 
of justice and works of charity.
What happens after the five Seasons?
During the Seasons of the ARISE process, a style of par-
ish life is planned which nurtures the faith of the people and 
strengthens the Church for the long term by developing small 
faith-sharing groups into ongoing small Christian communi-
ties. After the ARISE process, parishes continue in the areas of 
catechesis, Scripture reflection, small Christian communities, 
peace and justice initiatives, and liturgical appreciation. To as-
sist with this process of spiritual development, RENEW Inter-
national offers a variety of high-quality faith-sharing materi-
als. These may be utilized between the Seasons of the ARISE 
process as well as after it: 
• Why Catholic? Journey through the Catechism is a  
  faith formation process based on the four pillars of the 
  Catechism of the Catholic Church.
• PrayerTime, Cycles A,B,& C: Faith-Sharing Reflections on 
  the Sunday Gospels
• Longing for the Holy: Spirituality for Everyday Life

ARISE Together in Christ is a three-year, parish-centered process of evangelization and spiritual renewal that enables 
people to develop a closer relationship with Christ, grow in community, and reach out in service to others.
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St. Martha Catholic School
ACCREDITED BY THE TEXAS CATHOLIC CONFERENCE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

SERVING STUDENTS IN PREK – 8TH GRADE | WWW.STMARTHACS.ORG

20 years of educating students in mind, heart and spirit!
 St. Martha Catholic School (SMCS) opened our doors in the fall of 1995 to offer a Catholic faith-based education to PreK and Kinder-
garten students and continues our mission today serving students in Grades PreK through 8. Along with the student population, our parish 
school’s academic, religious and extracurricular programs have grown tremendously since our opening. In addition to having an excellent 
academic curriculum, our students are extremely blessed by the presence of our parish priests in our school. Our students’ spiritual formation 
is enhanced by the opportunity to celebrate the Mass and sacrament of reconciliation throughout the school year.
 SMCS offers a wide variety of extracurricular activities from which to choose. These activities help foster the physical, spiritual and 
emotional development of our students and help build the self-confidence needed to become leaders of the future. Our students learn about 
serving the community and helping meet the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ through service projects and organizations. They also 
learn the importance of physical well-being, discipline and leadership through our many school sports teams which are competitive within 
the Archdiocese. 
 St. Martha Catholic School welcomes and is grateful for the support of our school and parish community in working with us to continue 
our mission to provide a quality education, sharing in the total Catholic formation of each person by developing mind, heart and spirit!

For more information about our 
academic, religious and extracurricular 
programs, please visit our website at 

www.stmarthacs.org.

To schedule a tour, 
please contact Jodie Richter at 

richterj@stmarthacs.org

Save the Date!
February 20, 2016

Archdiocesan Steps for Students
5K Run/Walk to support Catholic 

education and benefit SMCS

April 16, 2016
Casino Night: Ages 21+ Fundraiser
benefits the religious and academic 

programs of SMCS
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A Recommitment to
Stewardship

Summer’s end brings with it nostalgia for carefree days, 
long nights, lazy week end afternoons, reunions with fam-

ilies, and summer road trips. But in our parish, autumn brings 
a burst of new life that makes this time of year feel almost like 
spring.
 Why? For the Christian steward, fall brings a renewed 
sense of commitment. Literally, many of us make our commit-
ment of time and resources to our parish during the fall 
months. Stew ardship Renewals bring a sense of excitement 
to parish weekends, wit ness talks remind us of the good work 
to be done, and kids are everywhere – in our Catholic schools 
and in our faith formation pro grams filling us with hope and 
enthu siasm for our young Church.
 This is the time when we re-examine and reconfirm our 
stewardship. If you found yourself away from St. Martha’s this 
summer – either through neglect or through travel and visits to 
other parish es – now is the time to get reacquainted. Our par-
ish is our primary faith commu nity, where we build relation-
ships based on our shared values and sacramental life Autumn 
is a wonderful time to come “home” to that community.
Some things which will draw you closer to your faith commu-
nity during this time of year:

• Visit the tables in the Narthex after Mass during our Stew-
ardship Renewal Weekends.

• Consider a new ministry this year. Think of something that 
will rein vigorate you, provide the greatest service, bring 
out your best talents, and help you to meet more of your 
fellow parishioners.

• Find out what adult faith formation classes or presentations 
are offered for the fall, and commit to at least one.

• Take inventory of your financial giv ing. Did you some-
times neglect the parish offertory during the summer 
months? Consider using FaithDirect (online giving), so 
that your year-round steward ship helps provide the parish 
with a stable income.

• Make Sunday Mass your top week end priority, ahead of 
sports, school activities, or other temptations.

• Take some time to review the new Stewardship handbook 
and fill out your 2015 Stewardship Covenant

Stewardship Renewal Schedule: In August we had the Faith 
formation/Liturgy signups. Our next Stewardship weekend 
will take place September 26 & 27 with our Community Life 
Ministries followed by the final Stewardship weekend on Oc-
tober 24 & 25 with the Outreach, School, and Administration 
Ministries. Please join us!

St. Martha’s Knights of Columbus Council #12320
3rd Annual Wine Tasting!  November 7th, 2015

 Some tables and seats are still available: for info contact Cheryl Johnson, cj@cjspromotions.com 
or Manny Reyes, manny1962@yahoo.com
 Wine tasting volunteer cooks, servers, Sommeliers, setup and clean up help are still needed to make 
 this event the Great Success of our last event, where we contributed over $22,000 to our church’s 
capital campaign and charity. To find your favorite spot contact: Marty Krupp martybk@ymail.com
 SPONSORS and donors can donate Auction Items for the event or a dollar amount to be assigned 
to a larger auction item. All donors and sponsors will be recognized at the event and in our annual 
Wine Tasting Program. For instance, if there is a $500 item being auctioned and several sponsors  
contribute $100 - $200, each donor will be recognized individually. To donate prizes or $ please  
contact Cheryl at: cj@cjspromotions.com
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MASS SCHEDULE FOR UPCOMING
HOLYDAYS AND HOLIDAYS

NOVEMBER 1 - ALL SAINTS DAY, Regular Sunday Mass Schedule
NOVEMBER 2 - ALL SOULS DAY, 8:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
NOVEMBER 26 - THANKSGIVING DAY, 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
DECEMBER 8 - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
 December 7 (Vigil): 7:30 p.m.
 December 8: 8:30 a.m., Noon and 7:30 p.m.
DECEMBER 11 – OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS, 8:00 p.m. 
DECEMBER 17 - PARISH PENANCE SERVICE, 6:30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
 December 24 (Vigil): 4:00 p.m. Children’s Mass (Nativity Pageant begins at 3:30 p.m.),  
 7:00 p.m., Midnight.
 December 25: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass)

JANUARY 1 – MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
 December 31 (Vigil): 5:30 p.m.
 January 1: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Bilingual Mass)


