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The new year of 2015 has begun and we are 
full speed ahead with various programs and 
events. This newsletter highlights some of 
those parish activities. I would like to call your 
attention especially to the Parish Mission. Fr. 
Joseph Butz, a Redemptorist priest from their 
St. Louis province, will preach at the weekend 
Masses on March 14 & 15 followed by Con-
ferences Monday through Thursday (March 
16 – 19) at 7:00 p.m. Let’s plan now to make 
this a special Lenten event for our entire par-
ish family.
 The update on the Capital Campaign gives 
an excellent overview of the great progress 
we have made in a relatively short period of 
time in relocating our parish campus. We have 
quite a journey that still lies ahead of us but I 
remain confident that our parish community 
will meet the challenge with deep faith and 
generous support. We made a special appeal 
to support the Capital Campaign in the month 
of December, especially at Christmas, and I 
am happy to report that we received $400,000 
during this time! Thank you for helping to re-
duce our church debt.
 And speaking of journeys, I encourage 
you to read the article “Always Forward” by 
Donna Rueby. I have always been in great ad-
miration of those who make the Camino de 

Santiago. I have read books and seen a movie 
about participants in this pilgrimage. Our par-
ish is blessed to have had several of our pa-
rishioners to complete the Camino this past 
summer. In my bulletin message for the feast 
of Epiphany I compared their journey to that 
of the Magi: “Starting out from what is known 
and familiar, with an awareness of one’s own 
needs and hopes, and moving out into a world 
of the unknown and the infinite, knowing only 
that God’s presence seems to beckon to one’s 
deepest longings, describes the essence of any 
journey of faith.”
 I pray that each of you will take time to 
make the Lenten journey of faith which the 
Church provides for us each year. We begin 
this spiritual pilgrimage back to our origins 
in God with the reception of blessed ashes on 
February 18th: “Remember that you are dust 
and unto dust you shall return.” We conclude 
our journey with the Sacred Triduum in Holy 
Week, April 2nd – April 4th and Easter on 
April 5th. Let us pray for one another that we 
hear the Lord calling us to a deeper commit-
ment as his disciples.

Fr. Chester L. Borski
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Capital Campaign Update

As we enter another new year it is fitting to reflect on 
what we have accomplished over the past seven years 

in our journey to a new campus. In 2007 our parish served 
about 3,500 families and growing. We were already experienc-
ing the limitations of our Woodland Hills campus facilities to 
serve the needs of our liturgies and ministries. Anticipating 
growth to 6,000 families in 10 years, a Long Range Master 
Plan laid out a three phase building program on property large 
enough to meet the needs of parishioners for generations. The 
first phase was to acquire the land and build a church large 
enough to accommodate liturgy at-
tendance, an administration build-
ing to provide more office space 
for the ever-increasing needs of 
ministry leaders, and a rectory near 
the new church. The second phase 
of construction anticipates building 
a family life center and day chapel, 
and expanding the administration 
building. The third phase will build a new school and related 
facilities completing our transition to the new site.
 We now number about 5,700 families with much greater 
participation in our faith community. The new church seats 
1,600 worshipers, twice that of the old church. Consequently, 
most Masses are no longer standing room only, and we have 
been able to convert the old church building to an activity cen-

ter which has facilitated full accreditation of our school. 
 The end of 2014 also brought us to the end of our Sec-
ond Capital Campaign which, through the generosity of over 
1,700 families, raised $6.0 million, and the remaining debt on 
our new church campus has been reduced to $14.0 million. As 
Cardinal DiNardo told us when he approved our Long Range 
Plan, we must pay for Phase 1 of our plan before we may pro-
ceed with Phase 2. It will very likely require at least two more 
capital campaigns of three years each to liquidate this debt. 
Of course, debt reduction isn’t as exciting or motivating as 

the vision of a new church was a few 
years ago, but it is now just as nec-
essary. Over the next few months, 
you will hear more about the Third 
Capital Campaign which we expect 
to initiate this spring. We ask that 
you prayerfully consider how you 
may be able to participate in our mis-
sion to create, with God’s blessings, 

a welcoming spiritual home for our children, grandchildren 
and many generations who will follow us.
 Meetings of the Capital Campaign Committee are open 
to anyone in the parish who may be interested in our delib-
erations and plans. If you wish to participate in the Capi-
tal Campaign Committee, please contact Alan Raymond at  
amraymond@suddenlink.net. 

The Season of Lent
Be a Good Steward of the Lenten Season

 The Lenten season prepares us for the celebration of Easter. It is a time for Christians to embrace prayer, fasting and alms-
giving in a more concerted way. For some, it is a time of healing, an opportunity to repair their spiritual brokenness. For others, 
it is simply a good time to cultivate their spiritual lives in a more disciplined manner. The goal of Lenten practices: to prepare 
ourselves to enter into the paschal mystery of Holy Week with a more humble spirit and determination to follow Jesus Christ. 
This ancient triad of prayer, fasting and almsgiving offers wonderful spiritual benefits. Being a good steward of these gifts by 
planning ahead and following through is essential to having a fruitful Lenten experience.
Prayer: What greater gift could we give ourselves during Lent than the gift of prayer? The fruits of developing a disciplined 
time of prayer are bountiful. Make plans for a prayer time each day. Do not wait until you “find time,” but make a time of prayer 
your priority. This will involve sacrifice on your part – perhaps giving up some television viewing time, using part of your lunch 
hour, or getting up in the morning earlier than usual. Along the way, spend some time in extra prayer with the community: a 
weekday Mass, Stations of the Cross. Whatever you decide, resolve to spend more time with the Lord.
Fasting: Christian stewards understand that all they receive, including the bountiful food and drink that is often taken for grant-
ed, ultimately comes from the Lord. By denying ourselves food for a time, we are reminded in physical and emotional ways of 
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Season of Lent Continued
the Lord’s generosity. As we fast, thoughtlessness is replaced by gratitude and mindfulness of the needs of others. The ancient 
practice of fasting also conditions us for greater spiritual practices. Incorporate some aspect of fasting from food or drink into 
your Lenten practice, something in addition to the sacrifices we make on Ash Wednesday and the Fridays of Lent.
Almsgiving: This spiritual discipline heightens our sense of generosity. Just as an increase in prayer and fasting leads us to be 
more grateful for the gifts we’ve received and promotes a greater awareness of others, almsgiving helps us to reach out to others 
in gratitude. Just as we don’t “squeeze in” time to pray during Lent, we also don’t scrutinize our checkbook when being gener-
ous with others. Again, make a plan and let a meaningful sense of sacrifice be your guide.

LENTEN SCHEDULE
ASH WEDNESDAY, February 18, Mass times: 6:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12 noon, and 7:30 p.m.
Masses held in the Activity Center at the Woodland Hills Campus: 8:30 a.m. (School Mass), and 5:30 p.m.
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.
FISH FRY: Fridays at 6:00 p.m. (Family Life Center)
COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE: Thursday, March 5, 6:30 p.m. 
  (St. Mary Magdalene in Humble)
PARISH MISSION: March 16 – 19. Father Joe Butz is the presenter.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS: Wednesday, April 1, at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

TRIDUUM SCHEDULE:
HOLY THURSDAY MASS, April 2: 7:30 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, April 3: 3:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, 
  and Holy Communion.
  7:30 p.m. - Stations of the Cross
EASTER VIGIL, April 4: 8:30 p.m.
EASTER SUNDAY, April 5: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass)
Masses in the Activity Center at the Woodland Hills Campus 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

REGULAR TIMES FOR SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 5:20 p.m.

PARISH MISSION
The mission begins with missionary, Fr. Joseph Butz, preaching at all the weekend Masses the weekend of March 14 and 15.
Mission schedule: March 16-19. A session will be held each evening beginning at 7:00 p.m., lasting approximately 60 
minutes. A penance service will be held after the Thursday session on March 19. 
 

Biography of Fr. Joseph Butz
Born in Norway, Iowa, Father Joseph Butz is the eldest of five children. After serving in the Air Force for four years, he 
joined the Redemptorists. Ordained in 1970, Fr. Joe’s first assignment was the overseas mission of Amazonas, Brazil. In 
his 37 years there, Father Joe served in both urban and rural ministries. He returned to the United States in January 2008. 
After spending time in a well-deserved rest and becoming reunited with his family, he asked to join the Liguori Mission 
Team. His vast experience, love for the parish mission, and practical approach to the spiritual life makes him a valuable 
asset to any parish mission.
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Always Forward
By Donna Rueby

“Always Forward, Never Back.” This is the motto of Blessed 
Junipero Serra – the Franciscan Monk who established many 
missions along the coast of Mexico and California in the 
1700s. And how fitting a motto for us as Sandie Taylor, my 
daughter Krista and I set out on one of the oldest pilgrimages 
this past summer - The Camino de Santiago. And even more 
fitting in that one of our goals was to raise funds for the newly 
formed Serra Club Northeast of Houston of which Blessed Ju-
nipero Serra is patron.
 The Camino de Santiago, also known as the Way of St. 
James, is the name of any one of the pilgrimage routes that 
leads to the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia, 
Spain, where the remains of St. James the Apostle lie in a 
crypt. It was here in the year 813 that a shepherd heard music 
and saw a bright light in the field that led to the discovery of 
his remains. The name Compostela is derived from this light 
which means “Field of Stars.” From then the Camino de San-
tiago became one of the most important Christian pilgrimages 
during the Middle Ages. Today tens of thousands of pilgrims 
from all over the world set out on foot, bicycles, horses and 
even donkeys to make their way to Santiago de Compostela. 
 We started our pilgrimage June 9 with a visit to Lourdes 
(bumping into parishioner Emma Rocha – a blessing) and from 
there traveled to the starting point of our Camino. We chose 
the most popular route, the Camino Francés (The French Way) 
which begins on the French side of the Pyrenees in Saint-Jean-
Pied-de-Port, and stretches close to 500 miles across the north-
ern span of Spain to Santiago de Compostela. 
 We were challenged with rugged terrain, rigorous climbs 

and descents of two mountain ranges, and a long stretch of 
what seemed to be endless miles of flat, desolate, and desert-
like plains of the Meseta. Weather conditions veered from hot 
and dry, to bitter cold and rain.
 We rose each day before daybreak, packed, swung our  
25-30 lb. packs on our backs, and quickly set out on a path 
marked by yellow arrows and shells – these signs were our sole 
navigational tool. If you lost the signs, you lost your way! We 
stopped for water and food whenever possible. We covered 15-
20 miles a day and usually ended the day’s walk by 3:00 p.m. 
We mostly stayed in Albergues, or pilgrim hostels, with rows 
of bunk beds and a few bathrooms. Our Pilgrim Passports were 
stamped on arrival at each lodging – this enabled us to receive 
the Compostela – the certificate of completion in Santiago. 
We then staked out a bunk, showered, changed into our one 
set of clean clothes, hand washed the soiled clothes and hung 
them to dry. We ate dinner (some Albergues offered a Pilgrims 
meal for an extra cost, otherwise found a restaurant), attended 
a pilgrims Mass if one was offered, bought snacks and food for 
the next day, and SLEPT! Well at least tried. The snoring and 
sounds echoed throughout. 
 We met all kinds of people from every part of the world – 
many non-Catholics. There were those we met who started 
from their homes in Belgium, Holland and France and had al-
ready been walking 2-3 months at the start of ours. There was 
a young man from Spain walking the Camino barefoot, and 
there were those doing the Camino for the third or fourth time. 
Some pinned pictures of deceased loved ones on their back-
packs seemingly to carry them on their back. 
 Aside from our personal spiritual journey – it was A Walk 
for Vocations. It hit home to us when we set out for daily Mass 
one evening only to find the church doors locked and the towns 
people shrugging their shoulders as to the whereabouts of the 
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Always Forward Continued
priest. It was sad as they slowly left one by one. And we were 
disappointed that not all the towns offered daily Mass because 
of either the shortage or ill health of the priests. We were also 
surprised to see very few children at Sunday Mass. All this 
was a poignant reminder of the crisis we face, and charged us 
to pray and walk more earnestly for our mission. 
 The Iron Cross – the highest peak of the Camino at 1500m 
above sea level and one of the hardest climbs is an emotional 
sight. With only a week’s walk left into Santiago, here is where 
mounds of rocks lay at its base – each carefully planted by a 
pilgrim – and each representing a prayer, a sin to be absolved, 
a suffering, an offering…whatever a pilgrim wished it to sym-
bolize. This is where we tied our Holy Bears representing all 
our prayers for our religious, for an increase of religious voca-
tions, and all the prayers we carried for those back home.
 The common question among pilgrims – “why are you do-
ing this?” The longing in our hearts to do the Camino was 
planted way before God inspired us to do it as a fundraiser 
and for vocations. Yes, some do it for the challenge, the ad-
venture and the thrill of the unknown…but most carried some-
thing deep inside and were searching for ways to unload the 
heaviness like the way we lightened the heaviness of our packs 
along our journey. Some did it as penance to be absolved from 
sin - some in gratitude for answered prayers - and yet others 
in the hopes to gain them. The atmosphere lent itself to deep 
contemplation. We noted that it was much more difficult to 
find the yellow markings in the bigger towns and cities be-
cause of the clutter and commotion. And so is true with us, 
the more clutter in our lives, the more difficult to recognize 
God’s signs. Stripped of all the busyness and non-essentials 
of normal day life, we were brought to an enlightened aware-
ness of our surroundings, the basic and simple contemplation 
of our existence in relation to our creator, and the magnificent 

splendor and beauty of God’s creation in nature. It goes with-
out saying that every pilgrim endures a significant amount of 
suffering. However, the pain we suffered climbing the moun-
tain range at the end of our journey was significantly less than 
climbing the Pyrenees in the beginning even though they were 
more difficult. Pain made us stronger and ready to face more 
challenging situations. So is true of our spiritual journey. And 
so it was, as our journey went on, we began to see more and 
more how everything in our physical journey was relating to a 
spiritual one.
 We reached Santiago July 14. God blessed us with a tre-
mendous surprise and greeting from St. Martha parishioners 
Julio and Yazmin Lago at the noonday pilgrim’s Mass. Julio’s 
family is from a small town in Galicia and was there visiting. 
We also were blessed with the burning and swinging of the fa-
mous thurible - The Botafumeiro - one of the largest censers in 
the world. According to Julio, this is a rare occasion as it’s usu-
ally burned only on special feast days. We were also blessed as 
Julio picked us up to celebrate Our Lady of Carmel Feast day 
on the 16th, and took us to Finisterre ‘End of the World’– on 
the Atlantic Coast. All of God’s many kisses.
 We exceeded our $10,000 mark for the fundraiser, we 
completed our mission…but our Camino remains. When we 
saw Karl in Santiago, the gentleman from Holland who began 
the Camino from his home in March…his words resonate - 
“continue your Camino at home…just keep putting one foot in 
front of the other.” It was painful to waste a step in the wrong 
direction on the Camino…it is painful to waste a step on our 
spiritual journey. And so we journey in trust and love “Always 
Forward Never Back.” Buen Camino!
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St. Martha Catholic School will once again have a great presence in the 10th Annual Steps for Students 
event supported by Cardinal DiNardo. This year’s team will be led by Fr. Alfonso and will be joined by 
our seminarian Xavier Bilavendiran and many school and parish families as they promote and support 
Catholic education and St. Martha Catholic School. 

Please support Fr. Alfonso’s efforts to raise funds to benefit our parish school and Catholic education by 
making a donation to his fundraising page at http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/fralfonsotran/2015. 

The staff, students and families of St. Martha Catholic School greatly appreciate the generous support of our wonderful 
parish! Together we are accomplishing our mission to provide a quality education, sharing in the total Catholic formation 
of each person by developing mind, heart and spirit.

St. Martha Catholic School
20th Year of Educating Students

Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade

Open House: 
Tuesday, January 27, 2015

 4 to 6 p.m.

2411 Oak Shores Drive
Kingwood, Texas 77339

For more information or to schedule a 
tour, please contact Jan Rodine at  

rodinej@stmarthacs.org

 
www.stmarthacs.org

Fully accredited by the Texas Catholic 
Conference Education Department
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Laid off or underemployed? We can help!
St. Martha Between Jobs and Beyond

It’s the start of another busy work week, you’re going over 
all the tasks on your to do list, when all of a sudden the 

“boss” asks you to step inside her office. Someone from Hu-
man Resources is there, and you are asked to close the door 
behind you. The mood in the room is tense and you can tell 
that she’s about to share some unpleasant news. The conversa-
tion starts with “You know sales are down and with the econ-
omy recovering so slowly…” and the next thing you know 
you’re packing up your desk and that “to do” list is no longer 
your concern. 
 Driving home you think of what you’re going to tell your 
spouse and how to meet this month’s bills. More importantly, 
you keep asking yourself “What do I do next?”
 One of the most difficult jobs many of us face is finding 
the right job. In today’s market, 
you have to be at your best to 
land a good job and find it in 
a timely fashion. But with the 
stress of bills, family and other 
challenges we all face, how do 
you stay upbeat and “at your 
best” for an interview when 
your heart is heavy and your 
troubles are wearing you down? 
 St. Martha has an answer for you: a place of hope, encour-
agement and support! The Between Jobs and Beyond Ministry 
meets at the Woodland Hills campus every Friday morning 
beginning at 9:15 in Room 2.
 Since it began five years ago, over 540 people have come 
to the Ministry looking for help. “Whether you’ve been out 
of work for six days, six weeks or six months, it is difficult to 
stay focused and upbeat,” says Ministry founder, Deacon Tony 
Cardella. “Jesus tells us to ‘Rest in me. My yoke is easy and 
my burden light.’ Through its volunteers, the Ministry is Jesus’ 
eyes, ears, hands, and mouth. Of course the Ministry provides 
job search tips and coaching, but it’s hard to be effective at 
these when you’re feeling the effects of a lost job. The most 
important aspect of what the Ministry has to offer is sharing 
hope, encouragement and emotional and spiritual support.”
 A binder containing information on the tasks of finding a 
job: writing a resume, the do’s and don’ts of interviewing and 
effective networking tips is given to each job seeker. 

 “Sixty to eighty percent of the jobs people find are through 
networking,” adds Ron Deane, one of the volunteer team of 
professionals helping job seekers. “Many of us do not have a 
lot of experience in looking for a job. If you are inexperienced 
in looking, then you may make mistakes, costly mistakes, in 
your search. Our team helps those looking for work build a 
foundation of knowledge and contacts. This helps make the 
challenge of finding employment a little bit easier.”
 The Ministry meetings are not just for those looking for 
work. It’s a place to gather and work together for those want-
ing to change careers or even for those who are wanting to 
share their experience and expertise in a field. 
 “We have a great team of professionals who have helped 
organize and grow this ministry,” said Bob Simpson, Min-

istry Coordinator. “Gary and 
Marie Rabalais, Drew Verret, 
Ron Deane, Rod Noonan, John 
Simonetti, Bill Grun, Bob Dunn, 
Don and Kay O’Brien and Kelly 
Geohegan help job seekers each 
week. Ken and Bonnie Develle 
lead our support group, which 
we call The Journey Forward, 
which helps job seekers address 

the struggles of the job search and stay motivated. Others help 
by passing along potential job leads and helping job seekers 
find employment.” 
 Every parishioner can play some sort of role in this Minis-
try by either: 1) encouraging those looking for work to attend a 
Friday morning session, 2) supplying job leads, or 3) attending 
a Friday morning meeting to provide encouragement and sup-
port. “We are always looking for volunteers who want to help 
those out of work or looking for a better job situation,” said 
Simpson. “People might feel they can’t really help someone 
looking for a job because they don’t know of any job leads, 
but after praying and looking into the eyes of someone search-
ing for work, it’s amazing to see and hear ideas that come to 
mind.”
 If you would like to help with the Between Jobs and 
Beyond Ministry, please attend a Friday morning session 
or contact Bob Simpson at 713-410-2844 or by email at  
robert.glenn.simpson@gmail.com .
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Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence.

Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.

Fasting binds all persons who have completed their 18th birthday through those who have completed their 59th year, 
unless prevented by poor health. On days of fast, one full meal is allowed. Two other meals sufficient to maintain 
strength, may be taken according to one’s own needs. Eating between meals is not allowed although fluids may be 
taken.

Abstinence binds all persons who have completed their 14th birthday, unless prevented by poor health. On days of 
abstinence during Lent, the consumption of meat of mammals or fowl is not allowed. The Church strongly encour-
ages the observance of Friday abstinence throughout the year, but failure to do so is not regarded as sinful.

Guidelines for  
Lenten Observance:


