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The Year of Faith, which Pope Benedict 
XVI promulgated to celebrate the 50th an-

niversary of the Second Vatican Council, will 
conclude at the end of November. It has been a 
delight for me personally to recall all the won-
derful things that have happened in the Church 
since that momentous event. The Council re-
mains very special to me because I was study-
ing in Rome during its final two sessions and 
the many changes inaugurated by the Council 
have shaped my 47 years of priestly ministry.
 A really fun experience was to participate 
in a panel discussion back in April entitled: 
“Remembering Vatican II.” Carla Lewton from 
our Faith Formation Office scheduled the pre-
sentation and she invited Fr. Donald Nesti, a 
Spiritan priest who is the director of the Cen-
ter for Faith and Culture at the University of 
St. Thomas, and Fr. Salvatore DeGeorge, an 
Oblate priest who has served on his provincial 
council, to join me in the Family Life Center 
on April 30th. The three of us shared memo-
ries of being eyewitnesses to the events as the 
bishops gathered in Rome from October, 1962 
through December, 1965. We had about 150 pa-
rishioners and visitors from the area to join us. 
If you missed the occasion and want to view it 
on video, please go to our Adult Faith Forma-
tion website at www.stmarthaaff.com
 Another recent blessing was to receive a 
copy of the book “Unfinished Pentecost: Vati-
can II and the Altered Lives of Those Who 
Witnessed It” by Ken Trainor. Ken is a jour-
nalist from Chicago (and a cousin of our own 
Bob Simpson) who came to Houston about two 

years ago and interviewed several of us about 
our experiences of the Council and its effect on 
our lives. Of particular interest to many of you 
will be the comments of our retired Archbish-
op Joseph Fiorenza. His leadership was quite 
instrumental in helping to implement Church 
renewal in the local archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston. (You can obtain a copy of the book 
from Amazon.com.)
 On a sad note I attended the funerals of 
three priest friends during a one-week span in 
the month of August: Msgr. David Kennedy, 
Msgr. Charles Domec, and Fr. Joe Gietl. Msgr. 
Kennedy was my first pastor when, as a newly 
ordained priest, I was assigned to Holy Name 
Church in Houston. I learned to implement the 
liturgical changes called for by the Council 
under his wise supervision. Msgr. Domec was 
a very outgoing and colorful priest who fully 
embraced the Council renewal, especially as it 
affected the life of diocesan priests. From him 
I learned the importance of continuing educa-
tion, especially in the area of liturgy and sacred 
scripture. Fr. Gietl was a member of a religious 
order and joined our archdiocese about twenty-
five years ago. He was known as a “builder,” 
and I consulted him often when we decided to 
build our new church.
 I do hope this year of faith has enabled you 
to find time to reflect on the gift of your Catho-
lic faith and the joy of sharing that faith with 
others.

Fr. Chester Borski
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God’s Generosity Is  
Never Outdone

(Editor’s note: In the next several issues it is our pleasure to highlight a number of businesses that have so generously con-
tributed to St. Martha’s Capital Campaign. It is our way to show our appreciation for their support.)

To Bruce and Rosemary Ward, of Ward Brothers Insurance, sharing what they have is a natural part of who they are. Mov-
ing to the area in 1972, they were thrilled and delighted to find out that Kingwood would have a new parish close to them.

 “We were so surprised when we learned that Kingwood would have its own church,” Rosemary said. “We remember all the 
Sundays we gathered at the Elm Grove Cafeteria to celebrate Mass. It was great to help build the first St. Martha’s church. We 
are part of the founding parishioners.”
 They have witnessed many changes over the years, both professionally and at St. Martha’s.
 “Our business was started in 1950 by my father,” Bruce said. “Then in the 1960s my brother and I came into the business.” 
 Recently Bruce’s brother retired from the business after 45 years, but after 51 years Bruce plays an active role in Ward 
Brothers Insurance.
 “I am very lucky to be able to work with my wife, Rosemary,” added Bruce, “In 1999, our son, Michael, joined the business 
and our daughter-in-law, Robin, also works with us. It is nice to able to work with talented people who just happen to be related 

to you.”
  Over the years the Wards have witnessed changes to the insur-

ance industry, but one thing has not changed - the personal and car-
ing attention they give to each of their clients. It is that same caring 
nature they see in the parish community of St. Martha’s.

  “St. Martha’s is like a small community,” Rosemary said. “It is 
a parish filled with people who care for and help one another. That 
is obvious to me by the number of community based ministries and 
organizations in the parish. For example, Martha’s Kitchen. It is 
incredible the number of people that are fed on a daily basis. This 
is a community that gives.”
 That is why Ward Brothers Insurance is one of the generous 
businesses that support St. Martha’s Capital Campaign. 

  “We are part of this community, and we feel it’s our obliga-
tion, as Catholics, to give back,” Bruce said. “Our new church is 
a wonderful structure. Our faith gives us a solid structure for our 
family life. The Bible says if you give, God will give back to you 
10-fold what you have shared with him. And that is something that 

we have witnessed and experienced time and time again. It is not always treasure that God gives back, although it could be, but 
we feel it could also be the gift of good health, peace, and happiness. God’s generosity is amazing!”
 Bruce and Rosemary were also blessed recently by celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary. “We were thrilled to receive 
a special blessing from Msgr. Borski on our anniversary,” Bruce said. “We have enjoyed being part of this vibrant and growing 
community. We hope by giving to the Capital Campaign we can secure that this church will be here for the future generations to 
enjoy as well.”

Pictured from left to right, Bruce, Rosemary, Robin 
and Michael Ward
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Being an Active Part of an 
Active Faith Community

Fall 2013

 In 1983, Barbara and Rod Noonan moved to Kingwood, Texas. They, along with their three children, became members of 
St. Martha’s. 
 Barbara Noonan decided to pursue a real estate career after being a stay at home mother for twenty years. She has received 
numerous awards, including the prestigious RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement, RE/MAX Hall of Fame, and the RE/MAX Plati-
num Award. 
 Her daughter Suzanne Noonan Murphy, a graduate of Texas Christian University, joined RE/MAX Associates Northeast ten 
years ago. For the last six years, she and her mother, Barbara, have been the number one team at RE/MAX Associates Northeast. 

They are also active members of the St. Martha parish community. 
 “We love our church,” Barbara said. “Everyone is always commenting on the beautiful new 
church. But people also know how vibrant and active this community is as well. Giving to the 
Capital Campaign to pay down the debt is our way of giving back and securing the future of our 
faith community.”
 As Barbara and Suzanne help people new to the area find homes in Kingwood and the sur-
rounding area, they are always happy to share information about St. Martha’s.
 “If our clients ask about the Catholic Church in the area, we tell them about the new church 
and its great location,” said Suzanne. “We also let them know that St. Martha has a wonderful 
school, a variety of ministries and volunteer opportunities.”
 Barbara encourages clients who are new to St. Martha’s to get involved, because it can be 
difficult in such a large parish.
 “I tell them when you are new to the area and to the church, one of the best ways to get to 
know people is to find a ministry and take part,” she added. “There are so many ministries that 
do so many wonderful things for our community, like Martha’s Kitchen. Getting involved is a 
great way to transition into a new area.”
 Barbara and her husband, Rod, one of the first to take part in Perpetual Adoration, enjoy an 

hour in the Adoration Chapel each week. Rod is also one of the team leaders for the Between Job Ministry. 
 Suzanne and her husband Rob are involved in Teams of Our Lady.
 “We invite other young couples to join Teams of Our Lady. It is a good way to grow your faith and become more active in 
our parish,” Suzanne said.
 Barbara and Suzanne have seen many changes in Kingwood and also at St. Martha’s over the past 30 years of living in the 
community. 
 “I grew up attending Mass at St. Martha’s,” Suzanne continued. “As I look around at other parishioners it is fun to recognize 
other kids that I grew up with and see them at Mass. We, as a businesses, support the church because I hope my son, years from 
now, will recognize people that he has had the opportunity to meet here as he was growing up. I want this church to be here for 
future generations to enjoy.”

Barbara Noonan and
 Suzanne Noonan Murphy

of RE/MAX Northeast  
Associates



Catholic Church 
of Kingwood

Martha
Saint

4

On June 1, 2013, SMCS commemorated the graduation of 24 students during a Mass  
celebrated by Fr. Nick followed by a reception honoring the graduates and their families. 

Our students who have become family as they learned, worshipped, and matured into young 
adults together will continue their education at, St. Thomas, St. Pius X, Kingwood Park, King-
wood, Reagan, Brentwood and Crosby High schools, American International School of Lagos 
and St. Agnes and Incarnate Word Academies. The staff of SMCS wishes all the graduates the 
best and prays that they will continue to grow in mind, heart and spirit as they continue their 
education and spiritual journey. Thank you to the parents of these graduates, all our other SMCS 
parents and all parishioners whose strong commitment to Catholic education allows our parish 
school to continue to offer the gift of a strong academic and faith-filled education.

Please visit our website at www.stmarthacs.org for more information about SMCS.

Congratulations, 
Class of 2013!

Muzamil Abdullatif
Jordan Broussard
Louise Callens
Olivia Castillo
Veronica Castillo
Laura Beth Chapman
Abigail Csengery
Ryan Deitz
David Garwood
Allison Gomez
Amelie Hebert
Mary Katherine Henry
Audrey Hogan
Margaret Jardine
Alec Jordan
Lynsey Lucas
Skylon Pappillion
Julie Phillips
Jonathan Pradel
Kevin Rueby
Ariana Saenz
Nicolas Vicinanza
Spencer Vosloh
Lauren Zammit

The mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a quality education sharing in the total Catholic formation of 
each person by developing mind, heart and spirit.

Casino Night
Saturday, March 1, 2014
(Live and silent auctions, dinner, 
dancing, casino games fundraising 
event)

Steps for Students
Saturday February 15, 2014
(Archdiocesan 5K run/walk to support 
Catholic education and SMCS)

Save the date
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Fall 2013

Humble Area Assistance 
Ministries

Humble Area Assistance Ministries, more affectionately 
known as HAAM, is a faith-based charitable organiza-

tion that provides comprehensive emergency, social and health 
related resources and assistance to the northeast Harris and 
eastern Montgomery county area in the suburban Houston re-
gion. HAAM offers a mission of help and hope.
 HAAM was created in 1990 as church leaders had a vision 
that a community agency could more readily address issues of 
hunger and emergency assistance. Today, 30 area churches, as 
well as other not-for-profit organizations, serve as covenant 
members that contribute in numerous ways to the mission of 
HAAM. St. Martha’s Catholic Church is one of these impor-
tant covenant partners. Other partnerships have been created 
with other Houston area community ministries and service 
providers so clients can receive access to all types of programs 
that meet crisis needs.
  In 2012, over 35,000 individuals were served through a 
variety of programs that include rent, utility and food assis-
tance, employment counseling, medical referral for service 
and screening and other programs that support self-sufficien-
cy. Each client is given personalized, compassionate and re-
spectful service. HAAM is fortunate to have a generous com-
munity that supports the many programs with financial gifts as 
well as volunteer time support.

 Humble Area Assistance Ministries is an organization that 
relies strongly on volunteers to effectively maintain daily op-
erations. In fact, volunteers successfully carry out most of the 
services provided by HAAM on a daily basis. In 2012, the 
number of individuals who volunteered their time and talents 
exceeded 2,700. Those 2,700 selfless individuals contributed 
66,135 hours of volunteer service. 
 HAAM offers a variety of volunteer opportunities in client 
services, food pantry, self-sufficiency, administrative / cleri-
cal, resale stores and special events. HAAM hosts four spe-
cial events each year, Raise the Roof Annual Fundraiser, Back 
to School, Seasons of Sharing Thanksgiving and Seasons of 
Sharing Christmas which require volunteers for registration, 
assembly, sorting and sacking and distribution. Off-site proj-
ects are also a great way for families with young children, in-
dividuals or groups who can not come to HAAM during regu-
lar hours of operation to earn volunteer service hours. 
 To learn more about how to become a HAAM volunteer, 
a volunteer orientation is held on Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. for 
all potential volunteers interested in becoming a part of the 
HAAM family. Contact Cathy Schrof to schedule volunteer 
orientation or find out more about volunteer opportunities at 
cschrof@haamministries.org or 281-446-3663 x 120.
. 
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                Tickets on Sale NOW!!!!
Saturday, October 5, 2013

7p.m. at St. Martha’s Family Life Center 
www.stmartha.com click on “Sister’s Catechism”

Sponsored in part by:          Minuteman Press
Darst Funeral Home

ModernHome Renovation
Zammitti’s Italian Ristoranté

Ward Brother’s Insurance
  Noonan Murphy Team RE/MAX

Charlie Garland - Shank Wealth Management
Light The Path Foundation

RAB Law Firm
Marian Brown RE/MAX

Park Plaza Dental 
Mark Marbach RE/MAX & Mary J. Borjork-Marbach DDS
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Fall 2013

 Raffle Tickets:
 1 for $5 or
 11 for $50

You could win a 
60” Sharp LED Smart HDTV w/ Wi-Fi  or 

A pair of diamond earrings or 
I Pad Wi-Fi - 32G

Plus $1.00 from each ticket sold will be donated 
to the ministry of your choice. Buy 100 tickets, 
your ministry receives $100.00! Please write the 
ministry name on the back of the ticket stub. 

Raffle tickets available online at 
www.stmartha.com.  

Write the name of the ministry in the 
“note” section. 

Raffle drawing will be held October 5.

What’s your favorite Christmas COOKIE?
St. Martha’s Christmas Cookie Exchange and Demonstrations

 Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013 in kitchen of the Family Life  Center from 10 a.m. to Noon.
Live Demonstrations of how to make cookies from a variety of cultures!

 What to bring: * 4 1/2 dozen cookies, * copies of your recipe
What you leave with: * 8 half dozen great cookies for the Christmas Holidays!

Call 281-713-8965 or 
email ellenh@stmartha.com to reserve a spot.

View our newsletter on your email
You can now receive this newsletter by email rather than the printed copy that comes in the mail. Save a tree and help us save 
money! All you need to do is send an email to jodis@stmartha.com with your name and address, and “newsletter by email” in 
the subject line. Your newsletter will be sent to the email address that you send the message by, unless you request it be sent to 
an alternate email address.

Don’t Forget to Return Your Stewardship Covenant!
The Stewardship Renewal is ongoing. Please remember to turn in your Stewardship Covenant to the parish as soon as possible. 
We appreciate your willingness to participate in this year’s renewal. The more we grow to embrace and understand the steward-
ship way of life, the more our parish will flourish and grow!

St. Martha’s Parish Festival 
and Fall Market

Saturday, October 26th
3 p.m. to 8 p.m.

New Church Campus
4301 Woodridge Parkway

Porter, TX

Great Food, St. Arnold’s Beer Abbey,
Silent and Live Auction, Church Tours, 

Games, Big Band Entertainment,
Fall Market, Shopping

FUN, FUN, FUN!!!!

 Sponsored in part by:
Minuteman Press, 

Aviation & Marketing International, Inc. 
Friends of St. Martha         
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Name:
Address: 
City:                                  Zip:
Phone:
Email:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued success 
of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary  Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father                     Novena

 Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaingn offi  ce 

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift  to the campaign is:
Total pledge:
First payment:
Balance due:
I/we prefer to pay the balance as following:
 Monthly   Quarterly
 Semi-annual   Annual
 1 year  2 years  3 years

To partiicpate in electronic giving using your credit card, 
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and 
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Offi  ce

Pledge Card

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City:________________________  Zip: ____________  

Phone: _______________________________________

Email: _______________________________________

At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.

Rosary       Hail Mary       Adoration Hour       Our Father       Novena

Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaign office

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift to the campaign is:

Total pledge: _________________

First payment: ________________

Balance due: _________________

I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:

  ___Monthly   __ Quarterly

  ___Semiannually   __ Annually

  ___1 year   __ 2 years   __ 3 years

To participate in electronic giving using your credit card,
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Office

Pledge Card


