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As is the case in most years, the summer 
season signals a time of change and 

transition for our parish family.  Students com-
plete the required programs at various levels 
of their education and move on to new sur-
roundings and new challenges.  New parish-
ioners join our parish and their children are 
enrolled in our school or religious education 
programs.  New personnel join the parish staff 
or school faculty.  Building renovations take 
place to meet the changing needs of various 
parish groups and ministries.  The heat and 
humidity remind everyone to take precautions 
concerning personal health and the possibility 
of tropical storms coming our way.
 The change of parochial vicars is prob-
ably the most obvious transition that we are 
experiencing.  On July 2nd Fr. T.J. Dolce was 
transferred to St. Mary Magdalene parish in 
Humble.  He will be greatly missed, espe-
cially for his lively homilies, his ministry with 
the youth of our parish, and his many refer-
ences to the world of sports.  As someone re-
marked, “Fr. T.J. fell in love with the people 
of St. Martha, and the parish fell in love with 
him.”  On the same day Fr. Alfonso Tran ar-
rived to begin his first priestly assignment at 
St. Martha.  He completed his seminary for-
mation at St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston and 
was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of 

Galveston-Houston on the 2nd of June.  In his 
first weeks of ministry at the parish he has al-
ready captivated everyone by his warm smile 
and refreshing enthusiasm.
 The campus on Woodland Hills is un-
dergoing a significant make-over.  The old 
church sanctuary is being modified to become 
a multi-purpose activity center.  (You can read 
more about the details of this change in an-
other article in this newsletter.)   Mr. Steve 
Teets and his wonderful crew of workers have 
poured themselves into this project.  Many pa-
rishioners have stepped forward to assist, es-
pecially volunteers from St. Joseph’s Helpers 
and members of several parish committees.  
 At our new campus we are beginning to 
appreciate the addition of green grass and 
trees and shrubs to the landscape.  What a dif-
ference from last summer’s long drought and 
desert-like surroundings!  We are gaining new 
neighbors as well.  Woodridge Forest residen-
tial development has begun building homes 
near our church and is enhancing Woodridge 
Parkway with a welcoming entrance monu-
ment, street lights, and street signs.  Hopefully 
a traffic signal on North Park will be in the 
works real soon.

Fr. Chester Borski
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Sharing Our Faith - 
Securing Our Future

Countless people have shared their time and talent in 
making our new parish home so exceptional. One such 

person is talented woodworker Robin Rueby. Every time you 
enter the church and bless yourself with Holy Water, see the 
candles outside of the Reconciliation Room, or see the Cel-
ebrant sitting in the Presider’s Chair, you have seen Robin’s 
work helping to beautify our new church.
 “I got involved with creating the Presider’s Chair because 
I was volunteered by my wife, Donna,” Robin said. “I was very 
honored to be asked to help. Several people were involved to 
help make the finished product so beautiful. The design was 

created by Ken Griesemer, the Liturgical Design consultant 
that helped design various elements of the church. He gave me 
the drawings for the general look of the Presider’s Chair and 
the Deacon Chairs. I used mahogany wood to construct the 
chairs; this was bought from Brian Dumaine, who fabricated 
the Altar, Ambo, and Tabernacle Stand.”
 Robin started working on the chairs in March 2011 and 
finished them in July 2011. “I worked every weekend on the 
project,” said Robin. “Completing this project entailed a series 
of steps. First I created a plywood pattern of the chairs. The 
arches in the chair and the arches that connect the chairs were 
something new for me to create and very complicated.”
 The Presider’s and Deacon chairs are located to the right 
of the Altar. The arms of the chairs take the same profile as 
the contour edge of the Altar, Ambo, and Tabernacle Base. The 
back of the Presider’s chair mimics the arches that are found 
throughout the church and has the Jerusalem Cross set into 

the center arch. The chair represents the authority of Christ as 
he ministers to his people through the body and voice of the 
priest. 
 “It was a challenge working with thin strips of wood to 
create the arches,” Robin added. “Since I had never created 
something like this before, it was like a puzzle to figure out. It 
was fun.”
 So the chairs won’t move or crack over time, the core of 
each chair is made of plywood, and the outer frame is con-
structed of mahogany, which is easy to work with and a very 
stable wood.
 “After the chairs were built, the crew from Brian Dumaine’s 
shop stained them and added the red cushions,” Robin said. “A 
few weeks before the Dedication, we were in the Adoration Cha-
pel looking at the artwork that was created by Emily LaCour. 
The paintings were so wonderful; as a finishing touch to the 
artwork I added the frames around the paintings of the Saints. I 
stained the frames to match the color of the Tabernacle Stand.”
  After the Dedication, more Holy Water Fonts and the can-
dle stands needed to be placed in the church, and once again, 
Robin generously shared his time and talent.
 “The Holy Water Font stands were built in pairs,” said 
Robin. “The Font stands in the church have four sides, to be 
more stable, and are constructed from oak to match the pan-
eling in the church. The Holy 
Water Fonts in the Adoration 
Chapel are octagonal.”
 Robin also created the 
candle stands outside of the 
Reconciliation Rooms. These 
stands are also made from oak 
to match the paneling in the 
church. The rainforest marble 
inserts were added to match 
the marble in the front of the 
church.
 Giving of his time and 
sharing his talent, Robin Rueby has helped add functional 
pieces of beauty to our new church. It is this spirit of giving 
and sharing that has made Sharing Our Faith and Securing 
Our Future possible at St. Martha for generations to come. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
About the Capital Campaign: 

SUMMER 2012

1. What is the total cost of building the church,  
administration building and rectory? 
 The cost estimate of $15.7 million was published in the 
booklet in the solicitation package in early 2008. It was derived 
from preliminary estimates by the architect, TurnerDuran. The 
September 2008 updated estimates by TurnerDuran (including 
a 7 percent contingency) on which approval from the Archdio-
cese and our contracts were based put the cost of the profession-
al fees at $1.383 million, site work at $3.962 million, church at 
$11.416 million, and administration Building at $1.316 million; 
a total of $18.037 million. At that time the cost of the rectory 
was estimated by the Building and Planning Committee to be 
$380,000, bringing the Phase 1 total to $18.457 million. By the 
time construction started in January 2010, the component es-
timates changed some, but the total remained about the same. 
Adding the land cost of $4.6 million, the project total estimate 
was a little over $23 million. Over the past year or so, in all 
conversations, correspondence and presentations, we continued 
to represent the total cost as $24 million.
 As construction proceeded, various change orders and mate-
rials selections increased the cost of the church building, and the 
actual cost of furnishings and artwork had either been omitted 
from estimates or became costlier than estimated. For instance, 
the large stained glass windows were estimated at $33,222 each 
but actually cost $83,000 each. The final cost of the rectory will 
likely be right at $600,000. Also, the costs of running the capital 
campaign (consultant, credit card fees, staff, promotional events 
and literature) were $422,000, a cost that was not in the early 
estimates. Interest on the construction loan to date has cost us 
$713,000. And we have paid the archdiocese $153,434 as their 
tax on our capital campaign. All of these costs or cost increases 
have driven the total project cost to about $26 million. Of course 
the interest cost and capital campaign tax will continue to accrue 
as we pay off the debt and raise the funds. 
2. Why is there construction at the Woodland Hills campus?
 Currently the church at the Woodland Hills campus is be-
ing modified to be used as an activity center which will serve 
as a gymnasium/meeting area for our school and ministries. As 
a gymnasium, this will help to secure proper accreditation for 
St. Martha’s school. The building of meeting rooms will help 
alleviate the challenge of space needed for the various minis-

tries and committees of our parish to convene. It will continue 
to serve as a worship space for the weekly school Mass and 
scheduled time for the sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 The costs of the modifications are being paid out of the 
Capital Improvement fund of the parish and special gifts from 
school parents. No Capital Campaign funds are being used to 
fund the project. All Capital Campaign funds are being used to 
reduce the debt of the building project.
3. Were Capital Campaign funds used to host any  
receptions at the Rectory?
 No. The food that was provided for the receptions was 
generously donated. The cost of the beverages and cheeses 
served were covered by the food portion of the Capital Cam-
paign operating budget, which is funded, like all ministries, 
from the operational fund of the parish. 
 All monies given to the Capital Campaign are used strictly 
to retire the debt of building the church, administration build-
ing and rectory. 
 Memorial items have been purchased and these items are 
priced to cover the cost of the item, but all additional monies 
from that item go directly to the debt reduction. 
4. I can only afford to give a small amount to the Capital 
Campaign; can I still participate?
 Any contribution given to the Capital Campaign is appre-
ciated. When giving is done on a regular basis, it serves as a 
constant reminder that God is our provider. 
 Only you can decide on the financial level of giving that 
is comfortable for you and your family, since financial obliga-
tions of each family differ. 
 Our new church is a living memorial to the faithful who 
made the necessary sacrifices to Share Our Faith with the com-
munity we live in and Secure Our Faith for the generations that 
will follow. 
5. Could you clarify the fact that we will have several 
Capital Campaigns to pay for the new church facilities? 
Sometimes people may confuse the different “phases” of the 
Master Plan with the different “Capital Campaign” efforts.
 The building of the new campus is a large undertaking, 
not to mention expensive. Building the entire campus at one 
time is cost prohibitive. That is why the Building and Planning 
Committee developed a Master Plan and divided it into three 
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phases of building. 
Phases One: Includes the land, site development, the 
building of the church, administration building and  
rectory.
Phase Two: Construction of the daily Mass chapel and  
family life center.
Phase Three: Building the school and religious  
education center.

 The total cost of building the church, administration build-
ing and rectory, along with the cost of the land totaled close to 
$26 million. This total was broken down into three more man-
ageable Capital Campaigns. The goal of each campaign is to 
raise between $8 million and 9 million to retire the $26 million. 
After this segment is paid, then it will be assessed when build-
ing the daily Mass chapel and family life center can begin. It 
is important to remember the campus on Woodland Hills took 
more than 30 years to complete. We must remain mindful that 
we are building this new campus for the generations who will 
follow us. 
6. We are new to the parish, how can we participate in the 
Capital Campaign? How can we be brought up to date on 
the progress and plans for the future?
 Monthly updates regarding the Capital Campaign are in 
the bulletin and in the parish quarterly newsletter. Other ways 
to participate would be to sign up to be a tour guide or volun-
teer in the Capital Campaign office. 
 Would you like to see more trees planted around the new 
campus? If the answer is “yes,” memorialize a tree and take part 
in the “100-Tree Challenge.” This is a great way to participate in 
the Capital Campaign and help beautify the new campus, too!
7. I am reluctant to make a “pledge” because of the  
volatility of the economy and concerns over my job  

stability. How can I contribute to the Capital Campaign?
 Close to half of the contributions that have been received 
for this campaign have been received by donors using their 
monthly envelopes. But if you prefer online giving, please visit 
our website at www.stmartha.com and click on Electronic Giv-
ing for the Capital Campaign. Every gift from the smallest to 
the largest is appreciated. It is only through working together 
that we will be able to retire the debt from building the church, 
administration building and rectory. All contributions are held 
in the strictest confidence and are gratefully appreciated. 
8. I realize that stewardship envisions contributing a tithe 
or ten percent to the church and other charities. Biblically, 
to tithe means to give 10 percent. But what if I would like to 
give more? What are the guidelines or recommendations?
	 First	it	is	important	to	reflect	as	to	why	we	give,	which	is	
in appreciation for all the blessings that God has shared with 
us. As we become more active in our parish community, it is 
easier to give thanks for the many blessing that have been be-
stowed upon our St. Martha family. If you choose to tithe 10 
percent, it’s your decision as to what percentage you would 
like to contribute to the Capital Campaign, to the church offer-
tory and other charities. 
 Perhaps it is giving 4 percent to the weekly offertory 
and 4 percent to the Capital Campaign and 2 percent to other 
charities. For example, if you earn $80,000 - 4 percent to the 
weekly offertory would equal $61.54 weekly. If you were to 
give 4 percent to the Capital Campaign that would equal $267 
monthly over a one year period. 
 Whatever recommendations you follow, please realize 
that the most important guideline is to follow the promptings 
of God’s grace upon your heart.  Believe also that God’s gen-
erosity will never be outdone.

Capital Campaign FAQ Contd.

Name:
Address: 
City:                                  Zip:
Phone:
Email:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued success 
of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary  Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father                     Novena

 Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaingn offi  ce 

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift  to the campaign is:
Total pledge:
First payment:
Balance due:
I/we prefer to pay the balance as following:
 Monthly   Quarterly
 Semi-annual   Annual
 1 year  2 years  3 years

To partiicpate in electronic giving using your credit card, 
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and 
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Offi  ce

Pledge Card

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:________________________  Zip: ____________  
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary       Hail Mary       Adoration Hour       Our Father       Novena
Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign

For more information contact Capital Campaign office
at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge: ____________________
First payment: ___________________
Balance due: ____________________
I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
  __ Monthly   __ Quarterly
  __ Semiannually   __ Annually
  __ 1 year   __ 2 years   __ 3 years

To participate in electronic giving using your credit card,
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Office

Pledge Card
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St. Martha Catholic School
Congratulations, Class of 2012!

Mary Amsler,  
Kirandeep Bal,  
C. Alexander Broussard,  
Chase Brown,  
Catherine Cummings,  
Thomas Ditges,  
Christian Frey,  
Maria F. Galvez,  
Parker Guillemette, 
Gregory Hellyer,  
Laura Johns,  
Paul Kreit,  
Dylan Lambert,  
Alexander Lewis,  
Diana Martin,  
Jonathan McGovern,  
Harriet Overton,  
Michael Smith,  
Harlan Taylor,  
Nicholas Teets

 On May 26, 2012, SMCS commemorated the graduation of 20 students during a Mass celebrated by 
Msgr. Borski followed by a reception honoring the graduates and their families. Our students, who have be-
come family as they learned, worshipped, and matured into young adults together, will continue their educa-
tion at St. Thomas, St. Pius X, Kingwood Park and Kingwood high schools and Incarnate Word Academy. 
The staff of SMCS wishes all the graduates the best and prays that they will continue to grow in mind, heart 
and spirit as they continue their education and spiritual journey. Thank you to the parents of these graduates, 
all our other SMCS parents and all parishioners whose strong commitment to Catholic education allows our 
parish school to continue to offer the gift of a strong academic and faith-filled education.

Please visit our website at www.stmarthacs.org for more information about SMCS.
 

 
 
 
 



Catholic Church 
of Kingwood

Martha
Saint

6

Call Me Maybe 

As the parish of Saint Martha continues to grow and ex-
pand, we must remember that what is done today will 

directly affect the world of tomorrow. Accordingly, that is 
why our second Capital Campaign reminds us of “Sharing our 
Faith – Securing our Future” because the generations to come 
will depend on our efforts here and now. 
 The Youth Ministry department has kept those words at the 
very core of their vision. They believe wholeheartedly that in 
order for us to secure a brighter future, we must work together 
as one parish family and fervently share our Catholic faith with 
our children. Derek Gallardo, Director of Youth Ministry, says 

that, “Young people are 
starving for God, but they 
just do not know how or 
where to find Him. They 
are buried underneath all 
this noise and technology, 
but Youth Ministry is try-
ing to radically change 
that culture by leading 
them to Him.”
 Youth Ministry is 
more than just eating piz-
za and playing games; it 
is trying to help the youth 
and their families recog-

nize that they are not just the future of the church but that they 
are an essential part of the church now.
 Furthermore, we must remember what Blessed Pope John 
Paul II once said during an address to young people, “Christ 
is calling you; the church needs you.” We as a community of 
faith cannot respond with just a maybe; we all need to respond 
with an emphatic YES to Christ!

 Monsignor Borski has always been a big supporter of 
Youth Ministry and recognizes how its programs engage young 
people, change their lives, and plant seeds of faith. He contin-
ues to show his support by putting in place some new faces in 
the department and giving them his vote of confidence.
 Laura Zeoli, Coordinator of High School Faith Formation, 
was born and raised in St. Petersburg, Florida. She attended 
Franciscan University of Steubenville 
in Ohio where she studied Theology 
and Catechetics. Laura went on to 
Notre Dame to continue her studies in 
Theology while also working at a par-
ish in Houston as part of an appren-
ticeship program called Echo. She 
loves sports and is a huge fan of the 
Florida Gators and Tampa Bay Rays. 
Laura, however, does not like cock-
roaches or cucumbers.
 Lisa Lucas, Coordinator of Middle School Faith Forma-
tion, moved to Kingwood twenty years ago with her family 

and has spent most of her life as part 
of the Saint Martha community. She 
was active in the Children’s Mass, 
Challenge Girls Club, and Life Teen. 
Lisa went on to attend Southern Mis-
sissippi University where she studied 
Elementary Education. After graduat-
ing, she felt called to work with chil-
dren in some way, and God has led 
her back to her home parish. Some-
thing you must know about Lisa is she 

loves	to	be	active,	which	means	running,	flag	football,	soccer,	
and more!

“Even though you are young, the time for action is now!
It is time to let your light shine! Remember, Christ is calling you;

the Church needs you; the Pope believes in you, and he expects great things of you!”
-Blessed Pope John Paul II
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Characteristics of a  
Christian Steward -  

Perseverance

SUMMER 2012

 “This is the meaning of the parable. The seed is the word 
of God. Those on the footpath are people who hear, but the 
devil comes and takes the word out of their hearts lest they 
believe and be saved. Those on the rocky ground are the ones 
who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. They have 
no root; they believe for a while, but fall away in time of temp-
tation. The seed fallen among briers are those who hear, but 
their progress is stifled by the cares and riches and pleasures 
of life, and they do not mature. The seed on good ground are 
those who hear the word in a spirit of openness, retain it, and 
bear fruit through perseverance.” (Luke 8: 11-15)
 Jesus answered him, “Whoever puts his hand to the plow but 
keeps looking back is unfit for the reign of God.” (Luke 9: 62)

The Characteristic of Perseverance

To steadfastly continue when the way is hard or unclear 
is perseverance. In fact, at times perseverance requires 

us to go beyond what we feel we are capable of doing. This 
is when our need for God becomes most evident – when we 
realize we can no longer depend on ourselves to keep going. 
Yet because we cling to our desire for independence, the times 
that most call for perseverance and, therefore, God’s grace, are 
also the times when we can experience the most temptation to 
turn away from Him. It is then that we open ourselves up to 
discouragement and ultimately, despair.
 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton wrote about this, saying, “So 
many communions and confessions with so little fruit often 
suggest	the	idea	of	lessening	them	–	to	fly	from	the	fountain	
while in danger of dying from thirst! But, in a moment He lifts 
up the soul from the dust.” 
 Perseverance calls for humility and trust. With humility, 
we understand that left to ourselves, we certainly will not be 
able to endure the most difficult of trials. We come to see that 
only God can lift us up and carry us across the chasm. 

 Recognizing this, however, we are still faced with the de-
cision of trusting Him to do just that.
 True perseverance is continuing with the confidence that 
God will provide the strength to do so.
 In his first letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul speaks of 
the difference between depending on ourselves and trusting 
in God to persevere. “For all these reasons, let anyone who 
thinks he is standing upright watch out lest he fall! No test has 
been sent to you that does not come to all men. Besides, God 
keeps His promise. He will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength. Along with the test He will give you a way out of it 
so that you may be able to endure it.” (1Cor 10: 12-13) Those 
who persevere trust in God to provide the way out.

Perseverance and Stewardship
 Because stewardship is a way of life and not a short-term 
endeavor, the Christian steward will need perseverance to 
continue through the difficult times. For indeed, those who 
embrace a stewardship way of life will experience trials that 
call for perseverance. In one case, a steward may face misun-
derstanding from others about how she is trying to live as a 
disciple of Christ. In another case, a steward may experience 
an unexpected decline in his financial situation and find him-
self questioning his commitment to tithe. In yet another case, a 
steward may struggle with how to practice stewardship when 
her spouse is not as fully committed to it.
 In all these cases, as well as others, Christian stewards are 
called to remember the first conviction which underlies the 
U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter: “Mature disciples make a con-
scious, firm decision, carried out in action, to be followers of 
Jesus Christ no matter the cost to themselves.” 
 Such a decision can only be fulfilled with perseverance – 
placing our trust in God to carry us through.

Mark Your Calendars for the Upcoming Stewardship  
Renewal September 29th & 30th

 

If you have questions regarding the Stewardship Renewal, please contact Jodi at 281-358-6637 or e-mail jodis@stmartha.com
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St. Martha’s Old Church 
Gets a New Purpose

The Faith Formation Campus on Woodland Hills is un-
dergoing a facelift. The old church gains a new purpose 

for the parish as it will become the St. Martha Activity Cen-
ter sometime in August. Most of the old pews now reside in 
loving homes as they have been purchased by many parish-
ioners. The school Mass will continue in the Activity Center 
on Wednesday mornings. A few walls have been constructed 
to	create	space	allowing	for	offices,	classrooms	and	a	secure	
athletic space. The cry room has been converted to a changing 

room for the PE classes and sports teams.
 The new Activity Center has been made possible through 
some generous gifts designated for this purpose, reducing the 
amount	 of	 parish	 financial	 investment.	 The	 parish	 building	
committee and the school facility committee worked in con-
junction to design, oversee, and approve the Activity Center to 
meet the City of Houston code regulations.  Watch the parish 
bulletin for further updates.


