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In This Issue One of the most frequently asked questions in 
our parish is: “When will we be able to use 

our new church for Sunday Mass?” I wish I could 
answer with certainty but that is not possible at 
this time. We had hoped to have the dedication in 
late May but those plans have had to be cancelled. 
The general contractor has encountered some dif-
ficulties with the frames for the large windows 
as well as the dome. He may have to get a new 
manufacturer for those structures and a delay of 
several weeks may be the result. Thus, it seems 
that the date for the dedication will most likely 
be in early summer. As soon as I hear from the 
general contractor and from Cardinal DiNardo, 
I will let the parish know the date that has been 
selected. I would urge you to mark that date on 
your calendar because the Rite of Dedication of a 
Church is one of the most beautiful rituals in the 
Roman Catholic liturgy and one that is not often 
witnessed by most parishioners.
  During this time of waiting for a date, we 
have an excellent opportunity to prepare as indi-
viduals and as a community for a renewed way of 
being “church.” We know that the church build-
ing where we gather for worship is secondary. 
What is most important is the assembly: we, the 
People of God, are the Church “built of living 
stones.” In following the guidelines issued by the 
U.S. Catholic bishops in the planning for our new 
parish facilities, we have heeded carefully one of 
the key principles enunciated by them: “Because 
the church is a house of prayer in which the Eu-
charist is celebrated and the Blessed Sacrament is 
reserved, a place where the faithful assemble, and 
a setting where Christ is worshiped, it should be 
worthy of prayer and sacred celebration, built in 
conformity with the laws of the Church, and dig-
nified with noble beauty and intrinsically excel-
lent art. The general plan of the building reflects 
the Church that Christ gathers there, is expressive 

of its prayer, fosters the members’ participation in 
sacred realities, and supports the solemn charac-
ter of the sacred liturgy.”
 When we begin celebrating Sunday Mass in 
our new sanctuary, we will also begin planning 
for the implementation the revision of the Roman 
Missal – Third Edition. The initial English trans-
lation of the Roman Missal following Vatican II 
was completed quickly in order to provide the 
faithful with the opportunity to pray in their own 
language. Minor changes were done in 1975 (the 
current Second Edition) and this has served the 
Church well until now. In 2000 Pope John Paul II 
announced the 3rd edition of the Roman Missal 
and called for new prayers, updates, and a new 
translation more faithful to the original Latin text. 
The English translation of the 3rd edition of the 
Roman Missal has now been approved by Rome 
and we will begin using the new edition on the 1st 
Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2011.
 Most of the changes will be in the official 
prayers proclaimed by the priest during the cel-
ebration of the Eucharist. The changes for the 
people’s response will be minimal but certainly 
noticeable. For example, when the priest prays: 
“The Lord be with you,” the new response will 
be: “AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT.” There will 
also be slight changes in the penitential rite, the 
Gloria, the Creed, and some of the other common 
prayers. However, we will be able to utilize the 
large screens in the new church and everyone will 
be able to easily follow along. Hopefully within a 
few months we will not even notice the changed 
responses and we will discover that our common 
prayer as a parish family will have deepened and 
become more intentional as we worship our gra-
cious God.
 

Fr. Chester L. Borski 

Dear Parishioners,

A Letter From Our Pastor
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 All Are Welcome in This Place
How the Stained Glass Rose Windows and the 

Welcome Mosaic Came to be for Our New Church

All of us have enjoyed watching our new church, off North 
Park Drive, take form over the last several months. Long 

before the land was cleared and any structure emerged, 
several months of planning took place.
 One group that has been meeting, planning 
and selecting the interior of the church 
has been the Liturgical Design Com-
mittee. Donna Rueby, a member of 
that committee, has shared her 
time and talent in helping to 
create the beautiful and in-
spirational rose windows 
and the welcome mosaic. 
 “The images that were 
used on the rose windows 
did not come from just one 
person,” Donna said. “It 
was a collaboration of in-
formation that gave consider-
ation to the designs, such as the 
Holy Spirit speaking through each 
member of the committee and listen-
ing to their comments, the remarks 
shared by parishioners in the early Capital 
Campaign surveys, reading of scriptures, spend-
ing time praying before the Blessed Sacrament, read-
ing and reflecting on Pope John Paul II encyclical to artists and 
reading ‘Art and the Bible’ by Francis A. Schaeffer, as well as 
researching church art in stained glass.”
 After reviewing all the comments and research Donna 
concluded the basis of what the designs of the windows should 
reflect.
 “Historically stained glass windows told a story through 
the symbols and imagery used,” Donna added, “We wanted the 
art work in the windows to be a liturgical expression of praise 
to God in and of itself. The windows also needed to be pleas-
ing to the eye, yet inspirational. I also wanted the designs to 
reflect our loving faith community of St. Martha.”
 The themes for each of the rose windows are: The Holy 
Family Window, reflecting the full story of our faith from 
Christ’s incarnation; The Eucharistic Window, illustrating 

Christ’s willingness to be the Lamb and giving us the gift of 
the Eucharist, and The Trinity Window, mirroring Christ’s 

triumph and glory in His Kingship with His Father 
in Heaven and how He pours His graces to us 

through the Holy Spirit. 
 “When I reached the point of putting 

pencil on paper, something wonderful 
happened as I began to develop the 

ideas,” Donna said. “You think 
you are in control and know 

exactly what you are going to 
do, but the Holy Spirit has 
a different idea and takes 
the design to the next lev-
el and creates something 
lovely and exciting.”
 It was inspiration 

that formed the design for 
the Welcome Mosaic, the cen-

tered focal point in the front of 
the church. 

 “Monsignor Chester Borski, 
Pastor of St. Martha, had a vision of 

what the mosaic design should emulate,” 
added Donna. “The mosaic’s design is rich in 

symbolism and reflects several Biblical passages.”
 The three crosses, which are centered in the top of the de-
sign, reflect our current church, which is our first home. The 
three crosses also remind us of Christ and the two thieves and 
how daily we have the decision to deny or to follow Jesus. The 
gold mosaic tiles in the crosses reiterate the resurrection and 
Christ’s promise to all of the salvation that comes through the 
crosses we carry in our own lives. 
 The deer, water, and trees in the design reflect the passage 
“As the deer longs for streams of water, so my soul longs for 
you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” Psalm 
42: 1-2 As a community of faith, we are like the deer longing 
to be refreshed and our thirst quenched by God’s grace, as well 
as the water represents the cleansing water of baptism.
 Jesus’ outreaching hands extend an invitation to all of us to 
join Him. “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
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Honoring Our Past, Envisioning Our Future Pledge Card
My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge:  _______________________
Down payment:  _____________________
Signature:  _________________________
Balance Due:  ______________________

I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
□ Monthly □ Semi annually
□ Quarterly  □ Annually
If giving by credit card, please provide card type, 
account number and expiration date
Card Type:  _____________________________
Account #:  ______________________________
Expiration Date:  _________________________
Signature:  ______________________________

At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father Novena Capital Campaign Prayer
I would also like to help in one or more of the following areas.
Housekeeping
Refreshment
Hospitality
Guide
Please contact me at:
Name:
Address:
City: Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:

Memorial Opportunities are still available. For more information contact: St. Martha Capital Campaign Office 281-358-6637 Ext 285
Please return completed form to Parish Office

Your Questions Answered
As we journey towards operating two campuses, there are many questions that pertain to the use and existence of our current 
facilities. Our goal is to continue to answer in a timely fashion these questions as they arise. 

and I will give you rest.” Mathew 11:28. The wind blowing 
Jesus’ hair illustrates how He is the breath that moves the 
winds. His face is contemplative, with kind and gentle eyes 
that look straight at each of us. 
 The rendering of Jesus was to bring out as much light 
and brightness as possible. It is to capture the strong con-
trast of light on His face and hands, because His is the light 
of the world. “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” John 8:12 
 The people in the foreground of the Mosaic illustrate the di-
versity of our parish family.
 The Welcome Mosaic is just that, an invitation from Jesus, 
eager for us to come together as one, to give us the gift of himself 
through the Eucharist, which we celebrate through love for one 
another and community. 

Q: How will the current church be used?
A: The current church will continue to be the home for all 
 school Masses.
Q: What departments will be moving to the new 
 campus?
A: All clergy, deacons, administrative support team, 
 community life group, liturgy and music department 
 and facility maintenance will be moving to the new site.
Q: What departments will remain at the current 
 campus?
A: The School and Faith formation office, which includes:  
 Adult, CCE, Middle School, Life Teen, RCIA and Bible  
 Studies will remain at the current facility. Also the 
 St. Vincent DePaul Society will continue to operate at 
 the current facility.

 Our Family Life Center will be used for receptions, parish 
 events, and other gatherings.
Q: Will there be adoration in the new chapel?
A: After the dedication, the adoration chapel behind the Altar in 
 the new church will be used for perpetual adoration. The 
 current chapel will be open and used for baptisms, small 
 weddings, funerals, and marriage convalidations. 

 We are a community of faith. And in the midst of the many 
challenges that surround us as we make this transition in oper-
ating two campuses, we also receive many blessings, such as a 
larger space for worship and more room for our ever growing 
faith formation and social services ministries. Our most impor-
tant blessing is the gift of each other and working together to 
make this a kind and supportive transition.
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Pilgrimage to Ortisei

We had planned our trip a year in advance to Italy. Spe-
cifically, Florence and Venice were definitely on our 

itinerary. But we struggled with the remaining Italian cities 
we had time to visit. That was, until we 
learned during a Liturgical Design Com-
mittee meeting, the relief and corpus 
for St. Martha’s new church were being 
carved in the little Italian town of Ortisei. 
The town was located in the Dolomite 
Mountains of northwest Italy. The two 
pieces of sacred art would be well into 
carving by September 2010 during our 
scheduled trip. We promptly added Orti-
sei to our itinerary and made arrangements to meet the sculp-
tor. What an opportunity!
 In mid-September just before boarding the plane to Flor-
ence, we stopped for a drink in the airport. It was there at a 
nearby table we noticed a St. Martha parishioner from the elev-
en o’clock Mass that we always attend. 
Dr. Lilette Daumas-Britsch, who often 
lectors, was headed with her husband for 
a hiking vacation in the Dolomite Moun-
tains. In fact, they would be staying aw-
fully close to Ortisei. Dr. Daumas-Britsch 
provided the amazing “God’s-eye view” 
photograph of Ortisei, from 6,000 feet 
during their hiking adventure.
 Gregor Mussner, the talented Ital-
ian sculptor, welcomed us into his studio/home mid-morning 
where he had several sacred art projects in various stages of 

development for other churches. 
At first he seemed wary of our 
visit. He confessed it was the first 
time a couple of parishioners had 
ever visited him. Our awe, respect 
and enthusiasm for his work were 
soon obvious. By the time we left, 
we felt like old friends.
 A Sacred Heart of Jesus statue 
was on one side of the large studio 
awaiting sealant. A lovely statue 
of the Virgin Mary with the baby 

Jesus on her lap perched on a low shelf awaited paint. The 
floor was littered with sawdust and curls of fragrant wood. 
 We would spend the next several hours with Gregor, the 

friendly and warm young man in his for-
ties, who began his career carving when 
he was just fifteen years old. His father 
and grandfather had also been sculptors. 
We learned the town of Ortisei was fa-
mous for sacred art and had a vibrant art 
school that had perpetuated the craft for 
generations. Mr. Mussner’s father also 
joined us in the studio. He told us how 
in the art school students learned first to 

draw, model and work in the studio. They also learned anato-
my and math. 
 We eagerly snapped photographs in the studio and learned 
that St. Martha’s relief of Martha, Mary, Lazarus and Jesus, 
as well as the corpus, was made from Linden wood which 

came from Austria and Yugoslavia. The 
relief was huge and in a rough state but 
already beautiful. We were told that the 
relief was made from approximately 100 
pieces of wood glued together. On the 
opposite side of the room, the corpus was 
already taking shape. Both of the pieces 
were being carved from sketches created 
by Donna Rueby, our very own artistic 
parishioner. We were deeply impressed 

with the exactness and quality of the work. After the carving is 
complete, the relief and corpus would be sealed and painted. 
 Several days after our visit, we returned from our pil-
grimage excited 
to share what 
we had learned 
of the sculpted 
wood pieces that 
would, in the 
very near future, 
adorn the interior 
of St. Martha’s 
new church. 

By: Rick and Dixie Frantz
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A New Year

Winter 2011

The practice of making New Year’s resolutions goes back 
over 3,000 years. The start of a new year gives us the 

feeling of a fresh start, a new beginning, and new opportuni-
ties. It is a time when people feel that they can begin anew 
with their lives. Common New Year’s resolutions are to lose 
weight, exercise more and eat healthier or to spend more time 
with family. Still others include managing money better and 
being more organized.
 Although there is nothing in the Bible or notable in Chris-

tian tradition about New Year’s 
resolutions, many good stew-
ards take advantage of this time 
of year to become closer to 
the Lord. They may recommit 
themselves to pray more, to 
read the Bible, or to attend Mass 
more regularly. If you are look-

ing for some help in your New Year’s resolutions, here are a 
few ideas to get you started:
 Practice gratitude – Cultivating a grateful heart is the hall-
mark of a Christian steward. Every day, express thankfulness 
to the Lord and to others. Seeing the good in your life will al-
low you to keep your heart compassionate and loving. 
 Encounter the Lord each day – Find time to be with the Lord 
each day, whether it be for an hour or ten minutes. Have a conver-
sation with the Lord. Give your joys and worries to Him as well. 
Allow God’s love to transform them. Our encounters will keep 
our eyes and ears open to the presence of Christ in our midst.
 Be present to others – There is much celebration and 
mourning, joy and sorrow in people’s lives. What a blessing it 
is to be able to share those times and not let others experience 
them alone. The gift of your presence to others is much more 
valuable than you realize.
 Resist overwork – There is a pressure to produce, meet 
goals, and be successful. But activities that lead us to overwork, 
constant fatigue and worry do not give glory to God. What God 
calls us to do, we can do well. Be mindful that life requires bal-
ance, down time and letting go of unrealistic goals.
 Nurture friendships – Our friends are those we choose to 
be with, those with whom we spend our evenings, with whom 
we vacation, to whom we go for advice. Friends are gifts from 
God who give us a greater appreciation of God’s love for us. 
Friends need our time and love.
 Give more - Good stewards realize that everything they 

have is entrusted to them as gifts to be shared. There is no bet-
ter place to begin than sharing with the community that gathers 
around the Lord’s table at Mass. Consider what you are giving 
to your parish and local diocese and commit to an even greater 
contribution as circumstances allow.
 Make a difference in your parish community – Believe it 
or not, your parish community can use your talents. Offering 
your talents to your faith community is one of the most effec-
tive ways to feel useful and connected to others, and it is a 
potentially life-changing New Year’s resolution.
 Consider living more simply – We cannot find fulfill-
ment in possessions. They add nothing to our self-worth. Jesus 
blessed the “poor in spirit” in his Sermon on the Mount; and 
Saint Francis of Assisi urged us to live with only what was 
necessary, for that is how we begin to find God.
 Get healthy – Studies show that most people in North America 
are accelerating their own decline into premature old age, owing to 
poor diet and lack of physical activity. Be a good steward of your 
body. Plan a complete overhaul of your diet and exercise habits.
 Don’t give up – People give up their New Year’s resolu-
tions because of perfectionism and unrealistic expectations. So 
take it slow, be kind to yourself and keep trying. Resist the 
urge to throw your hands up and quit. You succeed through 
small, manageable changes over time.
 Turn to the Lord – Ask the Lord for guidance, strength and 
perseverance in achieving your resolutions. In his letter to the 
Philippians, Saint Paul writes, “I can do everything through Him 
who gives me strength” (Phil 4:13). If God is the center of our 
New Year’s resolutions, they have a better chance for success.

International Catholic Stewardship Council 
Parish Newsletter

A Stewardship Prayer for the New Year
Loving and merciful God, You are the Lord of new beginnings.
You sent us Your Son so that we may begin anew and enjoy 
new life in Your Spirit. We ask you to bless this new year, to 
guide and direct our plans, and to show us how to find the 
resources necessary to carry out these plans.
Give us the wisdom to take advantage of opportunities
we may have to help and serve others, to bring peace to the 
hearts of those who are troubled, and hope to those who suffer.
Help us approach this new year as good stewards of your
abundant gifts, with an awareness of your daily presence, 
and the obedient spirit we need to be your faithful servants.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen
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St. Martha 
Catholic School

The mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide a 
quality education sharing in the total Catholic Formation 

of each person by developing mind, heart and spirit.

Currently registering for Grades PK-8.
Please call Jan Rodine at 281-358-5523 for

more information or to schedule a tour.

Christmas Service Project

In the spirit of giving, SMCS students adopted three families in 
need through St. Vincent de Paul. Students and parents collected 

donations, shopped for and wrapped gifts and prepared food 
baskets to help these families have a more joyous Christmas 

celebration. 

The response from the SMCS families was so generous that 
donations were also shared with other SVdP families, the parish 

Sharing Sunday, and the St. John of the Cross Food Pantry.

St. Martha School will bring a team of runners and walkers 
to the Steps for Students 5K Run/Walk on 

February 19, 2011.
Fr. T.J.’s Flyers will be walking and running to support 

Catholic Education and St. Martha School.

For information on participating in the event or making a 
donation on behalf of Fr. T.J.’s Flyers please contact Lynn 

Lucas at lucasl@st.martha.com 
or 281-358-5523 x 326.
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Characteristics of a
Christian Steward - Prayer

 Then He went out to the mountain to pray, spending 
the night in communion with God. (Luke 6:12)
 “Ask and you will receive. Seek and you will find. Knock 
and it will be opened to you. For the one who asks, receives. 
The one who seeks, finds. The one who knocks, enters. Would 
one of you hand his son a stone when he asks for a loaf, or 
a poisonous snake when he asks for a fish ? If you, with all 
your sins, know how to give what is good to your children, 
how much more will your heavenly Father give good things 
to anyone who asks Him!” (Matthew 7: 7-11)

Prayer unites us with God. Through prayer we contemplate 
His infinite goodness, wisdom and power. We praise Him and 

thank Him for all that He is and gives to us. We acknowledge our 
utter dependence on Him. We ask Him to forgive our many fail-
ings. We beg Him for the grace to overcome temptation and draw 
closer to Him. We plead for His help on behalf of those we love.
 Prayer is as necessary to our souls as food is to our bodies. 
St. Alphonsus de Ligouri wrote, “What profit is there in sermons, 
meditations, and all the other means pointed out by masters of the 
spiritual life, if we forget to pray? Since our Lord has declared 
that He will grant His graces to no one who does not pray.” 
 In the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the section on 
Christian prayer begins with a quote from St. Therese of Lisieux: 
“For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned 
toward heaven, it is a cry of recognition and of love, embracing 
both trial and joy.” Turning our hearts to God in prayer, then, is 
the first and best way to draw closer to Him, crying out in love 
and trust as a child does to its father. Through prayer we acknowl-
edge that we are nothing without God, and that all depends on 
His grace--in fact, even the desire to pray is itself a result of His 
grace.
 Like human relationships, our relationship with God grows 
stronger the more time we spend with Him. And the closer we 
draw to Him through prayer, the more His grace supports us as 
we strive to give ourselves to Him and others through active 
life. Jesus reminds us of the importance of putting prayer before 
work with the story of Martha and Mary. He lovingly corrects 
Martha, who is “busy with all the details of hospitality,” saying 
that “only one thing is required. Mary has chosen the better por-
tion and she shall not be deprived of it.” (Lk 10: 38-42)

 In his book The Soul of the Apostolate, Dom Jean-Bap-
tiste Chautard emphasizes how essential it is to cultivate the 
interior life in order to effectively do God’s will in the active 
life. He quotes St. Bernard as saying, “These three remain: 
word, example, prayer; but the greatest of these is prayer.” He 
also quotes Pope St. Pius X: “To restore all things in Christ by 
the apostolate of good works, we need divine grace, and the 
apostle will only receive it if he is united to Christ. Not until 
we have formed Christ in ourselves will we find it easy to give 
Him to families and to societies. And therefore all those who 
take part in the apostolate must develop a solid piety.”

Prayer and Stewardship
 Christian stewards desire to give back to God the time, tal-
ent, and treasure He has so generously given them. Giving back 
time to the Lord begins by spending time with Him each day in 
prayer. Stewardship of time, 
according to the U.S. Bish-
ops in their pastoral letter 
on stewardship, “...should 
include setting aside periods 
for family prayer, for read-
ing of Scripture, for visits to 
the Blessed Sacrament, and 
for attendance at Mass dur-
ing the week whenever this 
is possible.”
 Giving top priority to 
God through a daily life of 
prayer is especially impor-
tant for Christian stewards, 
since to many of them stew-
ardship means a life of ser-
vice. And indeed, works of service are the eyes and ears, arms 
and legs of a stewardship way of life. However, the heart and 
soul of stewardship is prayer. Through prayer, Christian stew-
ards place themselves in God’s hands so that He can direct 
their hands to serve according to His will.

Characteristics of a Christian Steward
Diocese of Wichita

Winter 2011
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PARISH LENTEN MISSION
The mission begins with two missionaries, Fr. Jospeh Butz and Fr. Brian Gilles, preaching at all the weekend Masses the 
weekend of March 19 and 20. 

Mission schedule: March 21-24, 2011
Monday Night:  Theme – Jesus: Our Relationship With Him
Tuesday Night:  Theme – Who Is Jesus For Me?
Wednesday Night: Theme – The Sacrament Of Reconciliation Brings Forgiveness And Healing
Thursday Night: Theme – Eucharist 
Each session begins at 7:00 p.m. and lasts between 60 – 70 minutes. The mission itself consists of hymns, scripture  
references, cleric and lay participation, and a planned response by the people.

Biography of Fr. Joseph Butz
 Born in Norway, Iowa, Father Joseph Butz is the eldest of five children. After serving in the Air Force for four years, 
he joined the Redemptorists. Ordained in 1970, Fr. Joe’s first assignment was the overseas mission of Amazonas, Brazil. 
In his thirty-seven years there, Father Joe served in both urban and rural ministries. 
 He returned to the United States in January 2008. After spending time in a well deserved rest and becoming reunited 
with his family, he asked to join the Liguori Mission Team. His vast experience, love for the parish mission, and practical 
approach to the spiritual life makes him a valuable asset to any parish mission.
Biography of Fr. Brian Gilles
 Father Brian Gilles grew up in Chicago, lllinois. After serving in the Air Force for four years, he was honorably 
discharged. He then volunteered and lived with the poor and homeless for eight years in the Dorothy Day/Peter Morin 
Catholic Worker Movement in Santa Ana/Los Angeles, California. 
 After working for Xerox Corporation for twelve years, he entered the Redemptorists study formation at the age of 46. 
Ordained September 7, 2003, Fr. Gilles is presently Associate Pastor of St. Alphonsus Parish in Minneapolis, Minnesota.


