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On the 11th of October, 2012, Pope Bene-
dict XVI announced a “Year of Faith” to 

run until the Feast of Christ the King on No-
vember 24, 2013. The purpose of the year is 
to encourage the whole Church to prayerfully 
reflect on the gift of faith and to commit our-
selves to a rediscovery of our Catholic faith. 
The October date commemorates the fiftieth 
anniversary of the opening of the Second Vati-
can Council while the November date marks 
the twentieth anniversary of the publication of 
the “Catechism of the Catholic Church.”
 The Holy Father stated that the Year of Faith 
“is a summons to an authentic and renewed con-
version to the Lord, the one Savior of the world. 
In the mystery of His death and resurrection, 
God has revealed in its fullness the Love that 
saves and calls us to conversion of life through 
the forgiveness of sins.” In a homily given on 
December 31st Pope Benedict further described 
the path that all of us are invited to take leading 
to this personal conversion of heart: “Christ’s 
disciples are called to reawaken in themselves 
and in others the longing for God and the joy of 
living in Him and bearing witness to Him, on 
the basis of what is always a deeply personal 
question: why do I believe?”
 One practical way to foster personal con-
version in one’s life is to spend quality time 
with the Word of God in prayer and reflection. 
Our parish began this year with a Day of Prayer 
on January 12th for all our ministers and par-
ish leaders. Deacon Ed Kleinguetl gave us two 
excellent talks on the Year of Faith and urged us 
to be “re-evangelized” by the Gospel. We con-
cluded the day of reflection with a celebration 
of the Eucharist and re-commissioned all the 

ministers for service in and beyond our parish 
community. 
 Another practical means of allowing our-
selves to be renewed is to participate in a 
spiritual retreat. There are many opportunities 
available to us in the archdiocese and within 
our parish. ACTS retreats are held every two 
months or so and are in both English and Span-
ish. These wonderful retreats have helped to 
deepen the faith life and commitment of many 
of our adult parishioners. In addition we are 
blessed with several retreat centers in the area 
as well as in the region. Christian Renewal Cen-
ter in Dickinson, Holy Name Retreat Center and 
The Cenacle in Houston provide a prayerful at-
mosphere for us to spend time with the Lord. 
Some have mentioned that they enjoy attending 
retreats in Louisiana. Whatever place or pro-
gram you choose, you will never regret the time 
you invest in silent prayer and reflection.
 Our teens and young adults have many op-
portunities for retreat experiences as well. In 
recent weeks our Confirmation candidates en-
joyed a great retreat at Kickapoo Ranch near 
Hockley. Other teens and young people spent 
three days reflecting on God’s call in their lives 
at the annual Surfside retreat sponsored by the 
parish vocation committee and our youth min-
istry office. 
 I invite all to consider accepting the Pope’s 
challenge to rediscover the precious gift of your 
Catholic faith and to live your faith with enthu-
siasm and joy. May the Lord bless you in your 
efforts.

Fr. Chester L. Borski
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   Sharing Our Faith
         Securing Our Future…

I enjoy waking up early in the morning, starting the new day 
with the sunrise. There is something very special about wit-

nessing the array of color that accompanies the arrival of the 
sun. It is a simple way to enjoy this world God has created. 
Driving up Woodridge Parkway and seeing the early sun rays 
on the new church, the variety of shadows and how the gold 
crosses stand out, I pause for a moment and give praise to God 
for this beautiful church that our parish family has built.
 As we have been discussing for some time, we are now 
in the process of retiring the debt from the construction of the 
church, administration building and rectory. Our recent pledge 
challenge raised over $900,000.00 by the end of the year.  
Over the last few months, our parish family has given gener-
ously from their hearts. As we are reminded: 

 “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of the LORD your God which He has given you.” 
              Deuteronomy 16:17. 

 In these uncertain economic times, parish participation is 
on the rise, over 26 percent; but our goal remains 100 percent. 
Total money contributed to our Second Capital Campaign, at 
the time of this printing, is more than $4.5 million of our $9 
million goal. 
 On a daily basis I encounter people sharing their story of 
how God has touched their lives and why they want to give. 
These stories perfectly illustrate that whatever we give, God’s 
generosity will never be outdone. They are inspiring and I’d 
like to share a few with you.

 One woman had been giving a dollar a week to the 
Capital Campaign; she told me that on a fixed income 
that was all she could afford. She mentioned the rest of 
her pledge was to pray for the campaign on a daily ba-
sis. One day, last Christmas, she went to her mailbox to 
retrieve her mail. Much to her surprise was an unmarked 
envelope that said “Thank you for all you do.” Inside was 
$104! She was in shock; it was double the amount that 
she had been giving to the church for that year.
 A man called one day to make a pledge. He explained 
that he had lost his job and the family was just getting 

by, but he had been praying for our Priests and for all in 
our parish. On a whim he bought a $2 scratch-off ticket 
and won $10,000! He shared half the winnings with the 
church and the following week started a new job. 
 One day after touring the church with a group from 
the area, one woman began crying. I asked if I could help. 
She mentioned that she had not been to a Catholic Church 
in over 40 years, following her marriage to a man who 
was not Catholic. She had seen the church being built 
and wanted to see the interior. After the tour she told me 
how “good it felt to come home.” She is now one of the 
volunteers who leads tours of our new church. 
  A man approached me after Mass one day to buy an 
ornament. He said at one point in his life he came to St. 
Vincent de Paul for assistance. He was very appreciative 
of the help and wanted to give back to the church. He not 
only bought an ornament, but gave a check for $5,000.00 
to the campaign.

 Paying off debt is never as exciting as watching the con-
struction of a new church. Along with the many stories that 
people share about why they give, I also hear from others 
about why they do not. Some mention tough economic cir-
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cumstances, others believe that the old church 
was good enough and we didn’t need a new 
one, others thought that the first campaign 
paid for everything, and still some say they 
gave to the first campaign and feel that others 
should support the second one. 
 As you look around in the church before 
Mass begins, you might notice many new fac-
es. We have had a number of new registered 
parishioners since the Dedication in 2011. 
Over 70 percent of these new parishioners, 
who joined from August 2011 to present, are 
contributing to the campaign. Their enthusi-
asm for our parish community is refreshing. 
Their eagerness to be fully engaged in St. 

Name:
Address: 
City:                                  Zip:
Phone:
Email:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued success 
of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary  Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father                     Novena

 Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaingn offi  ce 

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift  to the campaign is:
Total pledge:
First payment:
Balance due:
I/we prefer to pay the balance as following:
 Monthly   Quarterly
 Semi-annual   Annual
 1 year  2 years  3 years

To partiicpate in electronic giving using your credit card, 
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and 
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Offi  ce

Pledge Card

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City:________________________  Zip: ____________  

Phone: _______________________________________

Email: _______________________________________

At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for 
the continued success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
          Rosary          Hail Mary          Adoration Hour       
                  Our Father          Novena

Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaign office

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift to the campaign is:

Total pledge: ____________________

First payment: ___________________

Balance due: ____________________

I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:

  __ Monthly   __ Quarterly

  __ Semiannually   __ Annually

  __ 1 year   __ 2 years   __ 3 years

To participate in electronic giving using your credit card,
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Pledge Card

Martha’s various committee and ministries is 
inspirational. What a wonderful reminder of 
why over 30 years ago this parish was found-
ed. 
 Throughout this journey there have been 
challenges and struggles, and there will likely 
be more ahead, but we must remember that 
we have been called and chosen to be part of 
this community of faith. We are here to con-
tinue sharing our faith and building God’s 
kingdom. Our parish family is a living me-
morial to the faithful who made the necessary 
sacrifices, in the early years to build St. Mar-
tha. It is our turn now to Secure Our Faith for 
the generations that will follow. 

Please return completed form to Parish Office
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The Mission of St. Martha Catholic 
School is to provide a quality  
education sharing in the total  
Catholic formation of each  

person by developing mind,  
heart and spirit.

Currently registering Grades PreK-8 for 
2013-2014 school year. 

Please call Jan Rodine at 281-358-5523 for 
more information or to schedule a tour.

Gaming Tables*Buffet*Dancing*Live and Silent Auctions
For information on sponsoring, volunteering for or attending this event,

 please contact Lynn Lucas at lucasl@stmarthacs.org or 281-358-5523 x 326

Sponsorship levels available:
$5,000- Diamond ● $2,500-Pearl ● $1,000-Emerald ● $500-Ruby ● $250-Sapphire

SMCS CASINO NIGHT
Sponsored by

St. Martha Catholic School
Saturday, April 13, 2013
7:00 p.m. – 12 midnight

Faith Formation Campus

SMCS Alumni returned to SMCS in December to visit with SMCS 
middle school students and share insights on how to best prepare for 
high school.  SMCS is proud of its alumni who achieve great success 
at area Catholic and public high schools.

SMCS Beta Club mem-
bers served across the 
Houston community 
in several service proj-
ects in the fall: Wreaths 
Across America, the 
Pro-Life Chain, Christ-

mas Caroling at the Terrace and Habitat for Hu-
manity.

In December, SMCS Crusader 
athletes hosted the first-ever 
games in the new St. Martha 
Activity Center!  Both the 
girls’ and boys’ varsity bas-
ketball teams defeated their 
opponents in the Activity Cen-
ter’s inaugural games.

As an Advent service project, 
SMCS students blessed 22 families 
sponsored by the SMCC St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society. Students and 
their families donated household 
supplies and grocery gift cards, 
and students packed the supplies in 
beautifully decorated boxes made 
by each classroom of SMCS stu-
dents.
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The Season of Lent

Guidelines for Lenten Observance:
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence.

Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.

Fasting binds all persons who have completed their 18th birthday through those 
who have completed their 59th year, unless prevented by poor health. On days 
of fast, one full meal is allowed. Two other meals sufficient to maintain strength, 
may be taken according to one’s own needs. Eating between meals is not allowed 
although fluids may be taken.

Abstinence binds all persons who have completed their 14th birthday, unless 
prevented by poor health. On days of abstinence during Lent, the consumption 
of meat of mammals or fowl is not allowed. The Church strongly encourages the 
observance of Friday abstinence throughout the year, but failure to do so is not 
regarded as sinful.

LENTEN SCHEDULE
ASH WEDNESDAY, February 13 Mass times: 6:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12 noon & 7:30 p.m.
 School Mass (Woodland Hills Campus): 8:30 a.m.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Fridays at 7:30 p.m. 
FISH FRY: Fridays at 6:00 p.m. (Family Life Center)
PARISH MISSION: February 26th, 27th and 28th at 7:00 p.m.
COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE: Wednesday, Febraury 27, 7:00 p.m. (St. Mary Magdalene in Humble)
ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS: Wednesday, March 27, at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

TRIDUUM SCHEDULE: 
HOLY THURSDAY MASS, MARCH 28: 7:30 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 29: 3:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, and Holy Communion 
                                               7:30 p.m. - Stations of the Cross

EASTER VIGIL, MARCH 30: 8:30 p.m.
EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass)

REGULAR TIMES FOR SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:   
 Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
  Saturdays 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 5:20 p.m.
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Improve Your Spiritual Life 
During the Lenten Season

 During the season of Lent, Catholics traditionally devote special efforts to deepen their relationship with the Lord in three 
areas: Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving.
 Throughout Lent as we remember the great sacrifice Christ made, Christian stewards examine their own sacrificial giving. 
We do this to emulate Christ, to gain spiritual maturity, and share with others. Our Lenten efforts are not like short-term New 
Year’s resolutions, designed as a forty-day weight-loss plan or a self-help project. Instead, they embody the idea of sacrifice in 
the pursuit of holiness.
 Here are a few ideas to inspire your own thoughts and to make Lenten sacrifices that might truly be life changing. (Hint: a 
Lenten journal may help in noticing and recording your growth.)
Prayer

• Dedicate yourself to an extra 10-15 minutes of daily Scripture reading.
• Participate in an extra community prayer activity weekly: perhaps a daily Mass or the Stations of the Cross.
• Find an online prayer source where you can spend 10-15 minutes of prayer at your computer during each busy day.

Fasting
• Fast from negative thoughts of others. Be conscious of mean or petty mental messages.
• Perhaps fasting from all screen time would prove impractical. But set yourself a limit. Sacrifice some aspect of Internet 

browsing, television watching, or texting, and do something constructive with the time saved.
• Refraining from food or drink is often a fasting choice. Make sure you’re doing it for the right sacrificial reasons and perhaps 

donate the money saved to a charity.
• Fast from the need to always be right. Spend more time listening to or reading the opinions and ideas of those with whom 

you may not think you agree.
Almsgiving

• A wise man was asked, “How much should I give?” His reply: “More.” Stretch your charitable giving this Lent. Sacrifice a 
need or want to give more money to the offertory collection at Mass.

• Set aside a few hours of Lent to be with the poor, to accompany them on their journey. Serve at Martha’s Kitchen or help out 
at a food bank. Promise yourself you will enter your “discomfort” level sometime this Lent.

• Check out your closet. Resolve not to add to it during Lent, but instead find things to give to a charity. A real challenge: don’t 
just give away the clothes of which you’ve tired. Part with something you still love!

A Stewardship Prayer for Lent
God of mercy, You have given us this special time to reflect on our lives, believe in the Good News and draw closer 
to You. May this season of Lent help us use this time to fast and pray, be more generous and show others how to live 
in Christ. Let us see each day of this season as a new opportunity to renew our lives and gain a deeper appreciation 
of Your active presence in us and our community of faith. Give us the grace to see Your face in others, especially the 
poor and those who suffer. And through your Spirit, enkindle in us the fire of Your love so that we may be better 
stewards of Your redeeming work throughout the world. We ask this through Jesus, Your Son.
Amen.
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Parish Mission
Bible-based theatrical presentations presented by Mark Price, February 26, 27, and 28

Winter 2013

In these Bible-based theatrical presentations Mark Price 
brings key figures of history to life. They will speak to you 

about their lives and experiences with Jesus.  Mark hopes that 
his portrayals will encourage people to get to know those who 
were closest to Jesus, to dig deeper into the Scriptures and to 
grow in their faith.

Feb. 26 at 7 p.m. – SIMON PETER: In His 
Own Words
 Simon, the man. Peter the Apostle. The 
Big Fisherman. What was he like? What did 
Jesus see in him? What was it like being an 
Apostle? Are there men like him among us 
today? Why did he deny knowing Jesus? 
Did you know he was married? How did 
his wife participate? 
 Join us, and meet one man’s vision of the person, the per-
sonality, the humor, the life of the Apostle, Simon Peter.

Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. – DOUBTING THOMAS: In His Own Words
 Thomas was the only Apostle who said he was willing to 
die with Jesus. When the others were arguing about going back 
to Bethany, Thomas said, “Let us go, even if it means we will 
die with Him.” We have learned more about Jesus as a result 
of the questions from Thomas. In answering a question from 
Thomas, Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life…”  
What did he doubt? Is doubting different than not believing? 
What role did Thomas play in the life of Jesus? 

Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. – JUDAS ISCARIOT: In 
His Own Words
 Meet arguably the most hated man in 
history. Why did he betray Jesus? What 
were his motivations? What did he hope to 
accomplish? How did Jesus feel about him? 
Was there ever a chance he might have 
made a different decision? Does he feel any 
remorse? Join us, and meet one man’s vi-
sion of the person, the personality, the life 
of one of the Apostles, Judas Iscariot.

About Mark Price
Act 1—Early Stage Work

 Mark developed a love for performing at a very early age. 
His first experience was in elementary school 
in 1961. He sang “Do You Hear What I Hear” 
as part of the school Christmas play - He was 
hooked. Mark has played roles in theaters 
around the country. The roles have ranged 
from Shakespeare’s Sir Andrew Aguecheek 
(“Twelfth Night”), Mercutio (“Romeo and 
Juliet”), Prince Hal (“King Henry IV, Part II”) and Nick Bot-
tom (“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”) to Cyrano in Edmond 
Rostand’s “Cyrano de Bergerac”. Mark is very proud of his 
first one-man show - “Oscar Wilde - In His Own Words,” a 
play written and performed by Mark beginning in 1975.

Act 2—Stand-Up Comedy
 In the early to mid-1970s through 1979, Mark played in 
many of the nation’s comedy clubs. He enjoyed the experience 
of standing in front of an audience and working to make them 
laugh. In those early days of modern standup, Mark had the 
great honor of performing on the same stage with people who 
have become incredible stars. He was lucky to see the very 
early work of Jay Leno, Robin Williams, Jimmie Walker and 
Freddie Prinze, to name a few.
 That brings us to today.

Act 3 - Biblical Portrayals “In Their Own Words”
 In 1983 Mark was encouraged by famed child actor Bobs 
Watson to combine his theater background with his faith-based 
efforts. Since 1984 Mark has performed his biblical portrayals 
around the world in churches, halls and theaters. His perfor-
mances have been translated into many different languages. 
 In 2009 Judas Iscariot, Saint Joseph, Doubting Thomas and 
Simon Peter were filmed on location in the middle of the desert. 
 He has also performed his Peter character twice at The 
Vatican for the Pope. During The Year of Paul, his Paul char-
acter was filmed and then shown in movie theaters.
 To learn more about Mark Price, please visit www.mark 
price.com
 All presentations will take place in the church. Reconcilia-
tion will take place after the Thursday presentation on the 28th.
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Pictorial  
Directories  

Are In!!!!
If you were photographed and would 
like your free copy of the Pictorial  
Directory, you may pick up your copy 
in the Parish office Monday-Friday, 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.


