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On Easter Monday of 2013 the earthly life 
of Msgr. Thomas McGread came to an end 

in Wichita, Kansas. He was 84 years old and had 
been in poor health for the past several years. He 
was well known throughout the United States for 
his pioneering work in Catholic stewardship and 
was the architect and the inspiration behind the 
U.S. Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter Stewardship: 
A Disciple’s Response (1992). We at St. Martha’s 
have depended on this document for our approach 
to parish stewardship. 
 When I first arrived at St. Martha’s and as-
sumed the role of pastor, I began to search for what 
I termed the “unifying principle” for all parish 
ministry that needed to occur in a vibrant parish. 
My search led me to a conference on stewardship 
held in August, 2003 in Wichita. It was designed 
primarily for pastors and it featured several talks 
by Msgr. McGread. I was deeply moved by his pre-
sentations and his witness and became convinced 
that this was indeed the key to understanding how 
a parish could engage parishioners in the mission 
and ministry of the Church.
 Thomas McGread was born on December 
5, 1928, in Armagh County, Tyrane, Ireland and 
studied for the priesthood at All Hollows College 
in Dublin. Shortly after his ordination on June 21, 
1953, he came to the United States and began his 
priestly ministry in the Diocese of Wichita. After 
serving as an associate pastor in several parishes 
and as pastor of two others, Fr. McGread arrived as 
pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Church in Wichita, 
KS in 1968. At the time the parish was nine years 
old and, after having gone through three pastors 
in rapid succession, was achieving the reputation 
as a “priests’ graveyard.” It was difficult for the 
local bishop to find a priest who was willing to 
take on the responsibility of being the shepherd of 

this flock. Enter Father Thomas McGread. Within 
a few weeks after his arrival, McGread began to 
meet with his new parishioners. The recently con-
cluded Second Vatican Council provided abundant 
reading material about the mission and ministry of 
the laity and the need to involve the baptized in 
the life of the local parish community. A new par-
ish pastoral council was created, a mission state-
ment was agreed upon, and the concept of stew-
ardship was promoted which called for the use of 
everyone’s “time, talent, and treasure.” Following 
the example of Father McGread, a core group of 
volunteers came forward and began to reach out to 
other parishioners, new and old. All were invited to 
become active and engaged members of the parish 
family of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 A dramatic change took place in this parish. 
In 1968 the enrollment in the parochial school had 
dropped to 200 students and was declining each 
month. Discord split the parish which seemed to be 
more of a collection of factions than a community of 
faith. However by 1975 the parish was growing so 
rapidly that a new church had to be constructed. The 
school enrollment jumped to almost 500 students. 
Ministries in the parish multiplied and outreach to 
the poor in the city was begun. A stewardship “way 
of life” became so well integrated into St. Francis 
of Assisi in Wichita that Father McGread’s exem-
plary leadership and teaching became the model for 
many other parishes in our country.
 I am so grateful that I had the opportunity to 
learn from one of the great shepherds and teachers 
of our time. Almighty God, may your servant and 
priest, Thomas McGread, rest in peace.

Fr. Chester Borski
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Participation Equals  
Making a Difference

(Editor’s note: In the next several issues it is our pleasure to highlight a number of businesses that have so generously con-
tributed to St. Martha’s Capital Campaign. It is our way to show our appreciation for their support.)

 John Darst believes the community of St. Martha Catholic Church is strong because of how it works 
together to respond to the needs of others. 
 “This community supports people through prayer and the various outreach ministries,” Darst said. “As 
we strive to make a difference in the lives of our fellow parishioners and those outside our church, we 
grow in strength as a faith community by serving others.”
 Darst has been serving people in their time of need for over 40 years. He started as owner and operator 
of cemeteries. In later years he worked as funeral home director and manager for 21 years. In January, 
2012, John realized it was time for a change. He wanted to make a difference in the lives of the people of 
this community. He needed to once again be owner and operator to accomplish his goals of helping others. 
In May 2012, he opened Darst Funeral Home at 796 Russell Palmer Road in Kingwood, Texas. 

 “As an independent funeral director, I am able to work closely with 
each family during a very difficult time in their life,” he said. “My objec-
tive is to provide the services that are important to them, regardless of 
their financial means. My goal is to help and to serve.”
 Darst Funeral Home provides a full range of services from tradi-
tional burials to cremations. 
 “Our facility is more of a campus. We have gardens that are avail-
able for outdoor services as well as a safe play area for children. Our new 
outdoor kitchen and covered pergola and picnic-style areas help families 
who want to provide a reception for their guests without the necessity of 
opening their home afterwards,” Darst added. “A relaxed family-friendly 
atmosphere is what makes Darst Funeral Home different.” 
  Darst said that by helping families, he is also 

able to help St. Martha’s. He will donate $1,000 to 
the church for every St. Martha family he serves 
and will continue to assist in beautifying the grounds by supporting the 100-Tree Challenge.

  “Our pre-planning service is a win-win for everyone,” Darst said. “It enables families to lock in a 
funeral price that will never go up, and they also receive a discount for being a St. Martha parishioner.” 

  St. Martha parishioner Christine Price is on staff as funeral director, as well as parishioner Charles 
Gardner to assist with advance planning wishes.

  “Saying good-bye to a loved one is not easy,” added Darst, “but our goal is to take a difficult and pain-
ful situation and help a family breathe easier because of what we have provided.”

Darst Funeral Home

John Darst

Christine Price
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Giving Back  
a Way of Life

Winter 2013

 For over 25 years, Eddie Ghazal has been in the hospitality industry. He has been the general 
manager for some of the finest restaurants in the Houston area. 
  “It was a rainy Wednesday afternoon on February 3, 2011,” Ghazal said, “but at 1 p.m. that 
afternoon Zammitti’s had a new owner - me! The restaurant business is very exciting. Every person 
who walks through the door is like having someone over to your home. You want your guests to 
feel comfortable, enjoy a good meal and relax.”
 When you visit Zammitti’s Italian Ristoranté along West Lake Houston Parkway you will not 
only receive great food, but a warm, friendly dining experience. Dinner can be enjoyed indoors or 
on the outdoor patio, taking in the lovely view of the lake. 
 Over the years Ghazal has made few changes to Zammitti’s.
 “There have been a few personnel changes and a few menu changes,” he added. “We added 
some items that are light in calories, but big on flavor. When people come to Zammitti’s they ex-
perience good Italian food that is light, fresh and healthy. Every entrée is made with the freshest 
ingredients by our chefs.”

 Sharing his love for entertaining is as easy for Ghazal as sharing his love for giving back to the community.
 “Alan Raymond stops by quite a bit,” said Ghazal. “One time he started telling me about all the wonderful things that were 
happening at St. Martha’s. How the community there has built a beautiful new church and I should stop by and see it. We have 
several customers who come in from St. Martha’s, lovely people. So I thought I would help 
the church by donating 5 percent of a person’s bill to the Capital Campaign. All they have to 
do is bring in the coupon that is in the weekly bulletin.”
 Ghazal feels that giving is part of helping. “It is important to help one another, because 
you always receive more than you could possibly give,” he added. 
  Ghazal has also shown his generosity to St. Martha by serving at one of the Capital 
Campaign receptions in the fall of 2011 free of charge. 
 When visiting Zammitti’s, patrons can choose from a wide assortment of wines, enter-
tain in a private party room that will seat 45 to 50 people, as well as enjoy a relaxing dinner 
on the outdoor patio.

Eddie Ghazal, 
Owner of Zammitti’s Italian 

Ristoranté

Ghazal relaxes on the outdoor patio.

Name:
Address: 
City:                                  Zip:
Phone:
Email:
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued success 
of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary  Hail Mary Adoration Hour
Our Father                     Novena

 Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign
For more information contact Capital Campaingn offi  ce 

at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift  to the campaign is:
Total pledge:
First payment:
Balance due:
I/we prefer to pay the balance as following:
 Monthly   Quarterly
 Semi-annual   Annual
 1 year  2 years  3 years

To partiicpate in electronic giving using your credit card, 
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and 
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Offi  ce

Pledge Card

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:________________________  Zip: ____________  
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
At this time I cannot contribute, but I pledge to pray for the continued 
success of our Parish Capital Campaign.
Rosary       Hail Mary       Adoration Hour       Our Father       Novena
Please make checks payable to: St. Martha Capital Campaign

For more information contact Capital Campaign office
at 281-713-8965 or ellenh@stmartha.com.

My/our gift to the campaign is:
Total pledge: ____________________
First payment: ___________________
Balance due: ____________________
I/we prefer to pay the balance as follows:
  __ Monthly   __ Quarterly
  __ Semiannually   __ Annually
  __ 1 year   __ 2 years   __ 3 years

To participate in electronic giving using your credit card,
checking or savings account, visit www.stmartha.com and
click on Capital Campaign Electronic Giving.

Please return completed form to Parish Office

Pledge Card
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 MLK Weekend, 48 high school juniors and seniors at-
tended St. Martha’s annual beach retreat, Hearts Afire, with 
the objective of encountering Jesus Christ in a more personal 
way.  The focus of this year’s retreat was on the Simple Path 
of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta – a message she began 
distributing on her “business cards” in the early 1980s:
  •  The Fruit of Silence is Prayer
  •  The Fruit of Prayer is Faith
  •  The Fruit of Faith is Love
  •  The Fruit of Love is Service
  •  The Fruit of Service is Peace
 The Beach Retreat was the vision of Donna Rueby with 

the belief that the youth of our parish should have a deeper 
spiritual experience once sophomore year and the Confirma-
tion Retreat had passed. Beginning in 2007, the retreat fo-
cused on high school juniors and seniors. The next four years, 

Hearts Afire:  
Living in the Ordinary 

With Extraordinary Love
Seventh Annual Beach Retreat Provides a Deeper Spiritual Experience

2008-2011, the retreat changed to 
target St. Martha Young Adults / 
Professionals, and then in 2012 was 
switched back to a high school focus. 
In 2013, two versions of the Hearts 
Afire Retreat were delivered: the 
high school upperclassmen retreat at 
the beach in Surfside and another for 
the Young Adults at Camp Cho-Yeh 
in March (plus a delivery in Beijing 
in between; a member of the Beijing 
Hearts Afire Team having worked 
on the beach retreat).
 The name Hearts Afire is derived from the idea of what 
happens when an individual encounters Jesus Christ in a per-
sonal way, as evidenced by the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus (“Were not our hearts burning within us?” – Lk. 
24:32). 
 Historically, the retreat revolved around a saint or role 
model which helped established the theme, which essentially 
has focused on some dimension of each person’s mission, vi-
sion, and purpose – or simply put, looking at God’s plan for 
each individual in the context of the Universal Call to Holi-
ness. Usually a movie about the saint or theme anchors Con-
ference No. 1 on Friday evening, providing a visual image to 
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Spring 2013

Hearts Afire: Continued 
support the theme across the weekend. In the past, saints / role 
models have included Fr. Damien of Moloka’i (2010, shortly 
after his canonization) and Servant of God Dorothy Day of 
New York. In 2012, the participants were introduced to con-
templative prayer – one of the most important ways in which 
to enter more deeply into relationship with Christ and discern 
one’s individual calling in life. It was identified last year as 
the retreat high point; the retreatants learning the most ancient 
form of contemplative prayer – the Jesus Prayer, which trac-
es its origins back to the Desert Fathers and 
Mothers in third century Egypt. In addition, 
the retreat reverted back to more silent reflec-
tion time after each conference.
 Especially in this Year of Faith, Blessed 
Mother Teresa was considered the ideal saint 
on whom to anchor the Hearts Afire Retreat 
because her entire life revolved around prayer 
– and some think she will ultimately be named a Doctor of 
the Church for her deep, unwavering trust in God whom she 
encountered each day in prayer. Within the Missionaries of 
Charity, the order she founded, each sister begins her day with 

contemplative prayer and Mass, 
spends the day in service, and 
then ends the day with one hour 
of Eucharistic Adoration. As 
she said in interviews, “What 
is my secret? I pray.” Couple 
that with her simple philosophy 
of “pray and trust” (for the in-
dividual) and “pray and love” 
(when encountering the world), 

and the retreat had a solid foundation built on a very simple 
approach to life.
 Hosting the retreat at a peaceful venue like the beach or 
Camp Cho-Yeh allows busy young people to take a pause in 
life, to step away from bustle of activity, and provides an at-

mosphere to pray and reflect. 
High points of the 2013 Hearts 
Afire retreats were contempla-
tive prayer, the silent time after 
each conference with appropri-
ate reflections to reinforce the 
theme of the conference, and the 
Saturday evening Eucharistic 
Adoration in candlelight. Of course, the environment and out-

standing weather really enhanced the personal 
reflection time along with daily Mass and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
 Looking forward into the future, the 
Hearts Afire Retreat Ministry within St. Mar-
tha is being established similar to the ACTS 
Community with a Core Team and Spiritual 
Director, with the stated purpose of creating 

a deeper spiritual experience for those having completed the 
Confirmation Retreat through the young adult years when in-
dividuals are discerning mission and purpose in life. It is antic-
ipated that two deliveries will be held each year (high school 
upperclassmen and young adults) with possible pre- and post-
sessions to enhance the overall experience.
 For more information about St. Martha’s Hearts Afire Re-
treats, contact Laura Zeoli, Coordinator of High School Faith 
Formation, or Elizabeth Moore who coordinates activities for 
the Young Adults / Professionals of the parish.
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Meet Our Clergy

Priests

St. Martha’s is delighted to welcome our new Senior Priest, Fr. Nick Pasadilla

Dear parish Family of Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus - friends of Jesus, Thank you to all of you for your gracious welcome to 
the parish. I have enjoyed every moment since I came to the parish, February 9, 2013. I so look forward to a fruitful and grace-
filled ministry among you.            Fr. Nick Pasadilla

Senior Priest: Fr. Nick Pasadilla 
Ordained: March 19, 1972

Pastor: Msgr. Chester L. Borski, S.T.L. 
Ordained: December 21, 1967

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Alfonso Tran  
Ordained: June 2, 2012

Deacon Jon Barfield  
and his wife Tama  

Deacon Al O’Brien  
and his wife Pat  

Deacon Tony Cardella  
and his wife Laura  

Deacon Guy Puglia  
and his wife Francine  

Deacon Ed Kleinguetl  
and his wife Molly  

Deacon John Schuster  
and his wife Maureen  

Deacon Bob MacFarlane  
and his wife Linda  

Deacon Alfredo Soto  
and his wife Irene 

Deacons



7

Spring 2013

Currently registering for Grades PK-8  
for the 2013-2014 school year.  

 

Please call Jan Rodine at 281-358-5523 
 for more information or to schedule a tour. 

St. Martha Catholic School extends heartfelt thanks 
and gratitude to our families, staff, parishioners and 
community members for their generous support and 
dedication to Catholic education.  Your commitment  
allows us to continue to provide a quality education  
sharing in the total Catholic formation of each person 
by developing ... 

mind... 

heart... 

...and  spirit. 
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Have you heard about Faith Direct?
 We have a new electronic giving program, Faith Direct, which will provide greater security for your sensitive personal 
information.

 When you complete an enrollment form, or visit www.faithdirect.net, and enter Parish Code: TX497, you may elect 
 the amount of:
  •  your Weekly Offertory gift (which is then multiplied by the number of Sundays in the month)
  •  your Capital Campaign contribution
  •  Archdiocesan second donations
  •  parish specific collections (i.e., Easter and Christmas Flowers, Martha’s Kitchen, St. Martha School)
 In an effort to keep our costs down, we would encourage you to consider using the ACH contribution method, which 
deducts your offering from your checking account.  This method incurs no fees for the parish, whereas the use of a debit 
or credit card will incur a fee of 2-3 percent per transaction.
 If you have any questions about the Faith Direct program, please call them at 866-507-8757 (toll-free) or email  
info@faithdirect.net.

We are an Easter people. The joy of Easter is celebrated 
not only during the liturgical season we call Easter. It is 

celebrated every day of the year. The Mass is the Paschal Mys-
tery, and every time it is celebrated, we participate in the sacri-
fice, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. As St. Paul 
teaches, we die with Christ and rise with Him in the Holy Spirit. 
We are transformed into new creations. We are renewed.
 Stewards of God’s abundant gifts hold dear the promise of 
renewal and pledge themselves to the work of reconciliation, 
healing and proclamation of the risen Lord. For Christian stew-
ards, each day is a new dawn for living in the light of Christ. 

The Experience of Easter
There is much about dying and rising with Christ that we do 
not know; much about the Paschal Mystery we do not under-
stand. But stewards of God’s love are always open to learning 
more; to being called out of their ignorance and into the light 
of faith which comes with an ever-deeper understanding of its 
peace and joy.
 Easter is a good time to reflect on how we experience the 
joy of Christ’s peace. It is also a time to ask ourselves how we 
can experience the gift of Easter each day of our lives.

International Catholic Stewardship
Council Parish Newsletter


