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It was a cold, damp, and dreary morning in 
Rome on December 21, 1967, when fifty-

two of us seminarians from the North Ameri-
can College made our way to the Basilica of 
St. Peter’s. There at the Altar of the Chair we 
were ordained to the priesthood of Jesus Christ 
by Most Reverend Francis Reh. Bishop Reh 
was from the Archdiocese of New York City 
and had been named the rector of the North 
American College in 1964, the same year my 
class had arrived in the Eternal City. There had 
been seventy-two of us who had entered that 
year from various dioceses across the United 
States. Twenty of our group had decided along 
the way that ordained ministry was not their 
calling.
 I can remember lying prostrate on the 
marble floor of St. Peter’s along with my 
classmates as the litany of the saints was be-
ing chanted in Latin. I was wondering how a 
farm boy from Grimes County in Texas could 
be selected to attend the American seminary in 
Rome. Whatever the reason, I had discerned 
that it had originated from God’s mysterious 
invitation and now I was about to say “Ad-
sum” (“I am here” and thus my “yes” to God’s 
call) and become an ordained priest of the 
Catholic Church.
 I was very aware of the presence of those 

attending the ordination ceremony: my fa-
ther and mother, my brother Bernie, my sister 
Joann, my two aunts (one being my godmoth-
er), and two friends from Texas. They rep-
resented the great support and prayers I had 
experienced throughout my seminary years. I 
was looking forward to celebrating my First 
Mass the next day and I would be using a 
beautiful chalice obtained for me by the Altar 
Society of my home parish of St. Mary’s in 
Hempstead.
 I was a bit overwhelmed with emotions 
of joy and great excitement as well as some 
concern and fear. I was humbled to have the 
privilege of serving the People of God as a 
priest but I was sensing that “things were a-
changing” because of the renewal being called 
for by the Second Vatican Council. I simply 
never anticipated this moment of looking back 
fifty years later and celebrating the wonderful 
life that God has permitted me to have in the 
Church. I have been blessed many times over! 
God is good --- all the time!

Gratefully,

Fr. Chester Borski
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Rev. Msgr.  
Chester L. Borski, S.T.L.

Father Chester Borski 
was born in Navaso-

ta, Texas, on February 26, 
1941, to Vance and Lucy 
Borski and was baptized 
two days later on Febru-
ary 26 at St. Stanislaus 
Church in Anderson, Tex-
as. Father was number 
six in his family amongst 
nine siblings; Felix (now 
deceased), Bernie, Floyd, 
Edward, Marcella, Ches-
ter, Joann, James (now 
deceased), and Robert. As 

a child, he attended first grade in Hempstead, Texas; second 
and third grades in Navasota, Texas; fourth and fifth grades 
in Courtney, Texas; and sixth grade through high school in 
Hempstead, Texas. Father Borski was the valedictorian of his 
high school class and was very active in many organizations 
as well as participating in athletics on the football, basketball, 
and track teams (running the mile and half mile).
 It was during Father’s high school years when he first felt 
that God may be calling him to a priestly vocation. The Bor-
ski family attended St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Hempstead, 
Texas, when Fr. Al Raye was assigned as the new pastor. It was 
Fr. Raye’s first pastoral assignment, and his passion was the 
youth, so the pastor soon started the Catholic Youth Organiza-
tion (CYO) ministry at St. Mary’s to get young people engaged 
in the parish. Chester, as a high school student, was very active 
in the CYO at his parish and at the deanery level and eventu-
ally was elected president of the diocesan CYO. He received 
the Eagle of the Cross Award in both 1957 and 1958 as the out-
standing Catholic youth in the diocese. During one of Fr. Raye 
and Chester’s trips to Houston for a diocesan meeting, Fr. Raye 
asked, “Chester, have you ever thought of being a priest?” This 
question began a two-year discernment process, and in 1960 he 
entered St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston, Texas.
 Fr. Borski completed his college undergraduate work 
in 1964 and was sent by Bishop John Morkovsy to study in 
Rome where Father attained his Licentiate in Sacred Theol-

ogy from the Gregorian University in 1968. Father Chester 
Borski was ordained to priesthood on December 21, 1967, in 
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, Italy. Bishop Francis Reh was 
the ordaining bishop from New York who later became the 
bishop of Saginaw, Michigan. Father celebrated his first Mass 
in early July 1968 at St. Mary’s Church in Hempstead. Prior 
to becoming the pastor of St. Martha parish in 2001, he served 
in many other priestly assignments: St. Christopher-Houston 
(1968), Holy Name-Houston (1968-70), Blessed Sacrament-
Houston (1970-73), graduate studies earning a Master of Arts 



3

Winter 2017-18

in Religious Studies from Catholic University-Washington, 
D.C. (1974-75), Vice Rector of St. Mary’s Seminary-Houston 
(1975-82), and Rector of St. Mary’s Seminary (1982-2001).
 In addition to Father’s pastoral duties throughout his years, 
he has been a devoted servant leader in many organizations 
and ministries within our community, the archdiocese, and 
beyond including: Priests Personnel Board, Senate of Priests, 
Diocesan Coordinator of Emmaus Spirituality Program, Di-
ocesan Consultor, Diocesan Planning Committee, Priestly 
Life and Ministry Committee, Diocesan Board of Education, 
Director of Continuing Education of Priests, Texas Catholic 
Conference, President-Midwest Association of Theological 
Schools, Board of Consultors-Harris County Hospital District 
Chaplaincy Department, Archdiocesan Superintendent Search 
Committee, and Catholic Charities Board of Directors. Father 
currently serves on the Presbyteral Council and is the Board of 
Directors Chair at Shalom Center.

 Father Borski loves being a priest, and when he does have 
moments to spare, he enjoys hunting, fishing, and gardening 
– some people say he has award winning tomatoes! Father’s 
favorite saint is St. Francis of Assisi whose words “Preach the 
Gospel always; use words when necessary” comprise one of 
Fr. Borski’s quotes from the saint. 
 Fr. Borski recalls that his pastor Fr. Raye was easily ap-
proachable, involved in the whole parish, and had a passion 
for working with the parish youth. He saw Fr. Raye as happy 
and fulfilled in serving the Church, and as a young adult, Fa-
ther could see himself using his talents in a similar way. Father 
Borski has followed in Fr. Raye’s footsteps and has been a true 
servant leader within the archdiocese and in the parish com-
munity of St. Martha. As he celebrates his 50th Priestly Ordi-
nation Anniversary, Father Borski continues to lead us spiritu-
ally by guiding us to follow our parish mission: Baptized into 
Christ Jesus, we worship as one and reach out to all. 

All parishioners are invited to join in the celebrations in honor of the 
50th Ordination Anniversary of

Monsignor Chester L. Borski
Weekend Masses honoring Msgr. Borski

5:30 p.m. Saturday, December 16
All Masses on Sunday, December 17

Refreshments in the Narthex following all Masses
Mass of Thanksgiving

Noon – Thursday, December 21, 2017
Reception in the Church Plaza immediately following Mass

Fr. Borski requests only your presence – no gifts please.
If you want to make a donation in his honor, you may do so to  

“St. Martha Church-Debt Reduction” or “St. Martha Harvey Relief Fund.”
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St. Martha Catholic School
ACCREDITED BY THE TEXAS CATHOLIC CONFERENCE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

SERVING STUDENTS IN PRE-K – 8TH GRADE | WWW.STMARTHACS.ORG

Save the Date
December 13 – First Christmas Program:

 St. Martha Catholic Church at 6 p.m.

February 17 – Steps for Students 
Archdiocesan 5K Run/Walk with Father Richard. 
All parishioners welcome to join our team! Sign 

up now and select St. Martha at: 
https://steps4students.org/register/

April 21 – Casino Night
Spring Fundraiser

 SMCS students and their fami-
lies will bless many families through 
service projects which collected 
necessary items for our community 
brothers and sisters in Christ who are 
in need of our love and support. 
 Through the school’s annual 
Advent Service Project, thirty client 
families of the St. Martha Chapter 
of St. Vincent de Paul will receive 
a Christmas gift box decorated by 

SMCS students and filled with much-needed household items 
and gift cards to be used to purchase groceries. Each box will 
also include a beautiful, handmade Christmas card filled with 
love and good wishes from the SMCS students. 
 The SMCS Beta Club members recently collected baby, 
personal hygiene, and household items plus clothing to give 
to the clients of two local ministries, Northeast Mission and 
Family Time. In coordinating and serving our community with 
this and other school and community projects, our Beta mem-
bers are living out their motto: Let us Lead by Serving Others. 

St. Martha Catholic School provides an excellent Catholic 
education by developing mind, heart, and spirit as we share in 
community to form witnesses who transform the world.

St. Martha Catholic School
Over 20 Years of Educating Students
Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 8

Open House
For prospective students 

and their families:
Tuesday, January 30, 2018

5 to 7 p.m.

2411 Oak Shores Drive
Kingwood, Texas 77339

For more information, please contact Jodie Richter at 
richterj@stmarthacs.org or visit www.stmarthacs.org.

 Our Crusade for Excellence Fund supports the school’s 
operating budget and priority needs such as Chromebooks for 
student use. Because we strive to keep our tuition as low as 
possible, we rely on the generosity of the school, parish, and 
greater communities to help us bridge the gap between tuition 
and the cost of educating our students. For more information 
on the fund or other ways in which you can help support 
Catholic education and our parish school, please visit our 
school website at www.stmarthacs.org. Your support will help 
us to continue our mission of providing an excellent academic 
and spiritual education to form and prepare our students for 
higher education and to go forth to transform the world.



5

Winter 2017-18

New Caney Carmelite Nuns 
merge with 

San Antonio sisters
After over 40 years of serving the New Caney area since 

arriving in 1974, the Discalced Carmelite Nuns of New 
Caney are set to embark on a whole new beginning. That’s 
because, in the near future, once the monastery is sold, the 
Carmelite Nuns will be merging with the nuns 
from San Antonio, from which the community 
was founded in 1958.
 This decision comes with great sadness for 
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, but, at 
the same time, excitement for the new oppor-
tunity in San Antonio.
 “There has been much sadness and loss for 
us in this decision and we will carry with us 
the needs and intentions of the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston and so many of you, our 
families, friends and benefactors, who are so 
supportive of our life of contemplative prayer,” 
Sr. Angel Teresa Sweeney said in a statement in March 2017.
 At the same time, however, the Nuns are excited for their 
new opportunity in San Antonio.
 “Our sisters in San Antonio have very graciously and 
unanimously accepted our request and with them we look for-
ward to forming a new community and a more vibrant living 
of our charism. They will be adding on a new wing to accom-
modate a larger community,” Sr. Angel said. 
 She added that when the move happens, there will be 16 Sis-

ters in San Antonio praying for the needs of not only the Arch-
diocese of Galveston-Houston, but St. Martha’s Parish as well.
 When the move happens, the Nuns will continue to pro-
vide for the Archdiocese in a number of ways, most notably 

with altar breads.
 “When we move we will continue to pro-
vide altar breads for the parishes in this archdi-
ocese both as a service to the archdiocese and 
as a necessary means of support for the ‘new’ 
San Antonio Carmel,” Sr. Angel said. 
 She also said the Perpetual Remembrance 
would continue, as well as heartfelt prayers 
and intentions for the needs and intentions of 
the Parish would go on, too.
 When will the move happen? That date is 
to be determined.
 “We hope to move this year though there is 

still much to be worked out, most especially the sale of our mon-
astery,” Sr. Angel said. The monastery has not been sold yet.
 Finally, where St. Martha’s is concerned, Sr. Angel has not 
forgotten about the church or the parishioners. “We have a spe-
cial place in our hearts for the people of St. Martha’s and they 
are all in our prayers together with all their needs,” Sr. Angel 
said.
 Please keep the sisters in your prayers as they embark on 
this new journey.
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Kindness Abounds in the 
Wake of Harvey

The entire Texas gulf coast suffered as Hurricane Harvey 
roared ashore late Friday, August 25th and meandered for 

five days, battering communities with periods of intense wind 
and rainfall. “In the Lake Houston area, we saw our streets 
turned into rivers as an estimated 3,700- 4,000 homes flooded 
and 275 businesses were damaged and forced to close for re-
pairs.” (Lake Houston Chamber of Commerce – 11/9/17)
 Although Harvey left a wake of destruction, we also wit-
nessed tremendous out-pouring of kindness, support and giv-
ing from within our community, as well as from all parts of the 
USA. Family, friends, neighbors and even strangers all came 
together to help in any way they could.
 During hurricane/flood relief efforts, some of the most in-
spirational stories came from within our own St. Martha Par-
ish family. We are so grateful to the hundreds of our parishio-
ners and other volunteers who came forward, put their lives on 
hold and worked tirelessly to assist those in need. 
 On Monday, August 28th, the church was asked to open 
as a refugee staging area for Kingwood residents that were 
forced to leave their flooded homes in preparation for trans-
portation to shelters. This proved to be a monumental effort 
as St. Martha’s took in hundreds of evacuees from around the 
area. When flooded roads made it impossible to move the peo-
ple into designated shelters, our parishioners once again came 
together to provide bedding, food and medical assistance for 
approximately 125 people who spent the night. 
 Donations of water, clothing, baby items and cleaning ma-
terials began to stream in from all over the USA. Fr. Richard 

helped to coordinate the efforts at the Activity Center along 
with Tom Gallagher, the Grand Knight of our K of C, and nu-
merous volunteers. They transitioned into a donation center 
where goods were accepted and then distributed to those in 
need. (Not a lot of people were aware that Tom was also a 
flood survivor and evacuee.) 

• The St. Martha Donation Center received 16 truck-
loads of supplies from locations throughout the 
USA.

• Over the course of four days, the Distribution Cen-
ter provided assistance to over 2,000 households af-
fected in our area. 

 The Knights of Columbus were truly amazing heroes 
as they served our community and St. Martha’s in multiple  
capacities:

• They hosted and cooked for three separate crews of 
First Responders who were assigned to rescues in 
our area.

• Many of the Knights worked in the Donation/Distri-
bution Center. They unloaded supply trucks, orga-
nized the donations and assisted all those who came 
in need of clothing and supplies.

• Every Friday evening in the month of September, 
they cooked and provided a free meal to any of 
the flooded residences. These meals provided sus-
tenance as well as fellowship for those affected by 
Harvey.

 A small team of 13 parishioner volunteers put together an 
online survey where flood victims could reach out for assis-
tance. Services offered varied from on-site help in their home 
to muck out and help clean the residence, to taking in laundry, 
cooking meals and providing access to the internet.

• For ten days this team of volunteers dispersed over 
400 volunteers to 233 homes in the Kingwood, 
Atascocita and Porter areas. 

• They also coordinated requests for meals, laundry 
and transportation for the flood survivors.

• They were assisted by St. Joseph’s Helpers who 
went out to physically inspect properties. This more 
fully assessed the work and skill level required to 
complete each home who’d requested assistance. 
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Kindness Abounds Cont.
 Monetary donations flowed into St. Martha’s Church from 
many of our generous parishioners, as well as from their fami-
lies, friends and associates throughout the country. Donations 
totaling $221,935 were distributed to 114 households that suf-
fered major storm devastation. 
 A special thank-you also goes out to the incredible church 

office personnel. They cheerfully answered and directed 
phones calls as they streamed into the church office. Much of 
our relief effort was truly enhanced by their assistance. 
 Likewise, we know that many of you went into homes to 
assist your friends, family and neighbors to clean up and begin 

their recovery. You also opened your homes and took in those 
who had to evacuate. For all the ways you selflessly helped 
others, God bless you. Thank you for making St. Martha’s such 
a fabulous parish family. We 
truly lived our mission state-
ment: “Baptized into Christ 
Jesus, we worship as one 
and reach out to all.”
 Another hero, Jim Mc-
Ingvale, owner of Gallery 
Furniture, said it best: “We 
all have a responsibility for 
the well-being of our com-
munity. Remember, no mat-
ter how hard it may seem, there is always help and there’s 
always hope. Without our struggles, we wouldn’t know our 
strengths.” 
 In whatever way you stepped up and generously helped 
others, Thank You so very much! We, at St. Martha Church, 
are so happy and humbled to have been able to assist our com-
munity. The work and needs continue, but we will get through 
this because after all we are Kingwood Strong!

Martha’s Kitchen Celebrates 25th Anniversary
 Congratulations to Martha’s Kitchen for twenty five years of dedicated service to feed the hungry. Martha’s Kitchen 
officially opened for service on Monday, October 26, 1992 at 11:30 AM. Located at 322 South Jensen in Houston’s 
second ward, this modern cafeteria sized facility just east of downtown Houston is the fruition of the late Monsignor 

William Tinney’s challenge to his parishioners to set up a 
facility and a volunteer team to serve a hot lunch to those 
in need each week day. In 1992, 150 people were served 
in the first month of operation. That number quickly grew 
to over 250 as the word spread. Today, with the support 
and advocacy of Monsignor Chester Borski, STL, 300-350 
hungry men, women and children are served a hot lunch 
Monday-Friday. 
 Martha’s Kitchen has been managed by the director, 
Sister Maria Elena Lopez, MCDP and co-managed by 
Sister Julianne Sandoval, MCDP. There are two hourly 
 Continued on page 8
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Martha’s Kitchen Celebrates 25th Continued
Continued from page 7
employees and two policemen each day of the week. It takes twenty or more volunteers each day to prepare, serve and 
clean up afterwards. This daily routine begins only after planning by Sister Maria Elena and Sister Julie in setting up 
menus, ordering food, scheduling volunteers, organizing food prepa-
ration and handling maintenance issues and communicating safety 
and health rules to keep the kitchen running efficiently.
 Sister Maria Elena and Sister Julie express their deepest gratitude 
to the many people who participated in making the twenty-fifth anni-
versary celebration of Martha’s Kitchen a very special event. The mu-
sic, scripture readings and the meaningful words from Msgr. Borski 
were most appreciated. Thank you to Martha’s Kitchen Board mem-
bers for your organization of the reception and to J. Christopher’s 
for the delicious catering. Lastly, but not least, thank you Martha’s 
Kitchen volunteers for your faithful service and to the parishioners of 
St. Martha Church for your consistent support and loyal generosity. 

Merry Christmas
Christmas Mass Schedule

Vigil Mass – Sunday, December 24 - 4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., Midnight
Mass – Monday, December 25 - 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass)

January 1 – Mary, Mother of God
Vigil Mass – Sunday, December 31: 5:30 p.m.

Mass – Monday, January 1: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass)

Merry Christmas


