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I pray that these summer months may be 
 filled with opportunities for you to expe-

rience God’s call in your life and how God 
wants to utilize your time, talents, and treasure 
to announce the presence of His Kingdom.
 This newsletter describes a variety of 
ways that this can happen, especially through 
many different age groups in the parish. It is 
exciting to see how our senior citizens gather 
regularly for fellowship and fun and at the 
same time to reach out and bring God’s joy-
ful presence to others. Our “Young Adults of 
St. Martha” have also found new inspiration 
from the dedication of energetic leaders and 
gather for spiritual growth, community build-
ing, and pastoral outreach to others. Our high 
school and middle school youth have a well-
organized schedule of summer events as well. 
It is good to note that all these groups focus on 
the basic elements of a Christian community: 
prayer and worship, fun and community life, 
growth in understanding of one’s Catholic 
faith, and missionary outreach. 
 This is the challenge that Pope Francis has 
issued to all of us, in whatever season we find 
ourselves and at whatever age we are. In his 
apostolic exhortation “The Joy of the Gospel” 
the Holy Father states that all of us who are 
baptized are agents of evangelization. “The 

new evangelization calls for personal involve-
ment on the part of each of the baptized. Every 
Christian is challenged, here and now, to be 
actively engaged in evangelization; indeed, 
anyone who has truly experienced God’s sav-
ing love does not need much time or lengthy 
training to go out and proclaim that love. Ev-
ery Christian is a missionary to the extent that 
he or she has encountered the love of God in 
Christ Jesus; we no longer say that we are 
“disciples” and “missionaries,” but rather that 
we are “missionary disciples” (#120).
 I also want to add my congratulations to 
two other important agencies of evangeliza-
tion at St. Martha. The RCIA team which has 
worked so diligently over the years should 
rejoice in bringing 34 individuals into the 
Catholic Church during the Easter Vigil! And 
congratulations to the faculty, staff, parents 
and students involved in St. Martha Catholic 
School! Their 29 graduates this year helps us 
to celebrate 20 years of dedicated service in 
our Kingwood community.

Fr. Chester L. Borski
Pastor 
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Hospitality at Mass:
A Key to Good Stewardship

The summer months are just around the corner and for 
many individuals and families alike, summer means trav-

el. And summer travel may mean new visitors to our parish for 
weekend liturgies. How we greet and 
provide hospitality for our guests says a 
lot about our practice of good steward-
ship.
 Providing hospitality to strangers is 
a hallmark of Chris tian stewardship. In 
the Gospel of Matthew, good stewards 
were commended for their hospitality: 
“I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me” (Matt. 25:35). St. Benedict directed his followers to re-
ceive guests and travelers as if they were Christ. Extending 
hospitality is especially important when it comes to welcom-
ing visitors who may be attending Mass at our parish for the 
first time.
 There is a lot of anecdotal evidence suggesting that the 
ability of a first-time visitor to have a meaningful experience 
of Christ in the liturgy is directly impacted by the warmth of 
the welcome extended by the local worshipping com munity. 
When people say hello, the worship experience is enhanced. 
A warm welcome is part of evangelization, work necessary in 
a church’s mission to help people discover or renew faith in 
Christ.
 How do we treat the unknown people who walk by us in 

church, or who sit next to us at Mass? Do we ignore them? 
Talk around them? Look at them and say nothing? Do we take 
the initiative to greet them, smile, extend a warm handshake?

Remember, we are Christ’s ambassa-
dors (2 Corinthians 5:20). Our actions 
and reactions toward visitors at Mass 
communicate who we are and who we 
represent. Let us take time to welcome 
visitors to our parish this summer. Wel-
coming gestures, however small, will 
not only have a positive impact on visi-
tors, they will make us more hospi table 

ambassadors of Christ.

Mark your calendars for the 2015 Stewardship Renewal

 Stewardship is not something new, but it does require 
constant renewal. Each year we pause as a parish to consider 
how we are doing on our stewardship journeys -- both as in-
dividuals, and collectively as a parish. In August, every regis-
tered family of St. Martha will receive a Stewardship Renewal 
Package in the mail. Enclosed in your Stewardship packet is 
a Stewardship Covenant. Our covenant this year goes beyond 
the doors of the church. It is a way of life that can be lived out 
each day in many ways. Please take some time to prayerfully 
reflect about the ways you have been blessed and complete 
your Stewardship Covenant with God. Please keep this cov-
enant close by to help you remember the commitment made 
between you and God. 
 This year’s Renewal also consists of three different week-
ends designed to learn more about parish ministries. You will 
have an opportunity to meet with ministry representatives to 
ask questions and sign up. Please join us in the Narthex after 
each Mass on the following weekends:
August 22 and 23: Faith Formation and Liturgy Ministries 
September 26 and 27: Community Life Ministries
October 24 and 25: Outreach, School, and Administration 
Ministries

Automated Giving ….
Have you signed up yet?

It benefits you and our parish! 
Managing your account through Faith Direct is easy and 
it is easy to sign up. Simply visit www.faithdirect.net and 
use our Church Code TX497 or sign up directly on the St. 
Martha website at www.stmartha.com. 

Thank you and God bless. 



3

May. - Aug. 2015

Think Big
“Do you really want to be happy? In an age when we are constantly being enticed by vain and empty illusions of happiness, we 
risk settling for less and “thinking small” when it comes to the meaning of life. Think big instead! Open your hearts!”

-Pope Francis (World Youth Day Message 2014)-

We all have so many demands on our time. Our youth 
are no exception. They are constantly busy with home-

work, sports, jobs, band, clubs, and so many other activities. 
With so much going on during the school year, it’s easy for 
young people to choose to spend summer sleeping, playing 
video games, and watching Netflix as much as possible.
 This year on World Youth Day, however, Pope Francis is-
sued young people a challenge. He urges them not to settle for 
illusions of happiness, but instead to “think big,” seeking that 
which can truly make them happy – a relationship with Jesus.
 The youth of St. Martha’s are ready to accept Pope Fran-
cis’ challenge. As schools and other activities prepare to wind 
down for the summer, St. Martha’s Youth Ministry is gearing 
up for a busy and (more importantly) blessed summer.
 With the free time afforded by summer, many of the youth 
of St. Martha’s will be diving into their faith in a deeper way. 
They will spend their summer serving others, praying with 
youth from all over the Archdiocese and the country, forming 
friendships, and encountering God in a life-changing way.
 The Youth Ministry department is encouraging the youth, 
as well as the whole parish, to “think big” this summer. Allow 
the Lord to bring you the joy that only he can give, and watch 
as our parish is energized and transformed! 

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER EVENTS
For More Information Contact Laura Gallardo at  
laurag@stmartha.com / (281) 358-1959 ext. 252

¤ S.H.I.N.E. Mission Trip
(June 15 – 20)

Our teens will be spending a week in north Houston,  
serving members of our community who are in need.

¤ Steubenville Youth Conference
(July 9 – 13)

We will be traveling to Springfield, MO to join over  
3,200 teens from across the nation in worship and to  

grow deeper in faith.

¤ Archdiocesan Youth Conference
(July 31 – August 2)

Together with Cardinal DiNardo and 2,200 teens  
throughout our Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston we  

will experience Christ.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER EVENTS
For More Information Contact Lisa Hartsfield at  
lisal@stmartha.com / (281) 358-1959 ext. 241

¤ Middle School Mission Week
(June 15 – July 19)

Based at St. Martha, students entering 6th and 7th grade 
will spend time serving in the Kingwood/Humble area in 

an experience filled with fellowship and faith.

¤ Service Tuesdays
(Tuesdays from June 30 – July 21)

To continue our service experience, students get a chance 
to go out again to help in our community on Tuesday 

mornings.

¤ Edge Night Extravaganza
(July 27)

A taste of Edge Night with hours and hours of more fun!
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Young at Heart

St. Martha’s has a wonderful ministry for our Young at 
Heart parishioners and community members, formerly 

known as the Senior Citizen’s Luncheon. This ministry has 
served our “seniors” for a number of years. Several years ago, 
parishioners Danielle Schaaf and Rose Rodriguez headed the 
volunteer group and did a great job.
 For the past two plus years, under the leadership of Nan-
cy Landvogt, Nancy Karpinski, Carol Bateman and approxi-
mately 20 wonderful volunteers (men and women), they have 
hosted the group, which has grown to approximately 65-70 
Young at Hearters. You might ask, why the name change? 
When meeting with a group of the volunteers several months 
ago, the new name was suggested to let people know that this 
group is for anyone 55+ who wants to have a good time, enjoy 
a good meal, get out, share fellowship, and make new friends. 
 Our Young at Hearters do just that. We work in conjunc-

tion with the Kingwood United Methodist Church. The group 
meets every Wednesday. On the first and third Wednesday of 
every month, Kingwood Methodist is the host, while St. Mar-
tha hosts the luncheon on the second, fourth and fifth Wednes-
days in the Family Life Center at the former campus on Wood-
land Hills.
 The main focus is how do we show love, fellowship, grati-
tude and concern for our “Young at Hearters.” The luncheons 
start at 11 a.m. with bingo, but many show up early to get their 
coffee and a good place to sit. Carol Bateman is the bingo caller 
and said she is just following in her Dad’s footsteps as he used 
to call bingo at her grammar school. Prizes are awarded for each 
win. We try to make the luncheons fun by having a theme each 
week, with the decorations and menu reflecting the theme; i.e, 
St. Patrick’s Day - corned beef and cabbage, Irish stew and soda 
bread, Mardi Gras - gumbo, jambalaya, red beans and rice, Me-
morial Day - honoring our Veterans, who we ask to bring any 
memorabilia they would like to share - hot dogs, potato salad, 
and root beer floats. All meals, under the guidance of Nancy 
Karpinski, are “home-style” cooking provided by the volun-
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Young at Heart Cont.
teers and other parishioners of the church. The volunteers dress 
up to reflect the theme of each luncheon. Music, which they 
really enjoy, is also played during lunch. After bingo and lunch, 
some stay and play cards, dominoes or bridge.
 Deacon Al O’Brien routinely stops by to say the blessing 
and join in the meal with his fellow parishioners. Our three big 
luncheons are Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. We recent-
ly had our Easter celebration reflecting the Resurrection of our 
Lord and the importance this holiday has for each of us. In ad-
dition, the Easter Bunny stopped by with a basketful of good-
ies. Our Christmas luncheon, celebrating the birth of Jesus, is 
just as exciting with a full array of nativity scenes, shepherds, 
and angels. Santa Claus made a surprise appearance as well, 
bearing gifts and having his picture taken with our guests. It 
was so cute to see the seniors with a smile on their face while 
sitting on Santa’s lap. Pictures were made and given to them 
at a later luncheon. Parishioners are asked to donate Christmas 
gifts (thank you for your generosity), to give to each senior. 
With so many families far from home, this is our way of show-
ing love and joy for all of them.

 Anyone 55+ is welcome to attend the luncheons. If there 
is anyone who would like to help, contact Nancy Landvogt, 
the overall cordinator, at 281-358-6637 x 202, email nancyl@
stmartha.com.
 Another great aspect of our luncheons is that all (guests 
and volunteers) feel a part. They do not hesitate to give ideas 
on ways to improve, and we listen to all of them. Nancy Land-
vogt, Nancy Karpinski and Carol Bateman all agree, we could 
not serve our YAHers without the wonderful group of volun-
teers that we have, and we are most grateful and truly blessed 
for all they do. All it takes is a warm smile and a big hug from 
our guests and our day is complete.
 How about coming to check us out – Good food, fun 
games and great fellowship.
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 On May 30, 2015, SMCS will commemorate the graduation of 29 students with a Mass celebrated by Msgr. Borski fol lowed 
by a reception honoring the graduates and their families. Our students, who have become family as they learned, wor shipped, 
and matured into young adults together, will continue their education at Incarnate Word Academy, St. Agnes Academy, St. Pius 
X Catholic, St. Thomas Catholic, Frassati Catholic, Kingwood Park and Kingwood high schools. The staff and families of 
SMCS wish all the graduates the best and pray that they will continue to grow in mind, heart and spirit as they continue their 
education and spiritual journey. Thank you to the parents of these graduates for entrusting their children to SMCS and for their 
strong commitment to Catholic education.

Celebrating 20 years of educating students in mind, heart and spirit…
 St. Martha Catholic School opened its doors in the fall of 1995 to offer a Catholic faith-based education to 51 students 
in PreK and Kindergarten. Through the efforts of our school staff, school families and parishioners working together, our 
parish school has continued to grow, and this year’s enrollment reached 475 students! With the increase in size have come 
marked increases in extracurricular programs for our students along with the expansion of the school building and the 
repurposing of the former church building into an activity center. These parish facilities provide safe classroom, physical 
education and meetings spaces for our school children as well as classrooms and meeting spaces for other parish minis-
tries. Our expanded programs and facilities provide students from PreK3 through 8th grade the opportunity for a wide 
variety of academic, spiritual and athletic experiences that prepare them well for high school, college and beyond.
 To mark the 20th year milestone, our school hosted a gala in April celebrating the anniversary and honoring Msgr. 
Chester Borski for his tremendous support for our parish school and Catholic education. The school staff and families 
thank all our generous volunteers, donors and community supporters for helping make the gala and all our advancement 
efforts over the years successful. Working together, we will continue to foster the academic and spiritual growth of our 
youth who are the future of the Catholic Church and our world.

Elise Amsler
Anna Ashy
Leah Beene
Grace Bercher
Elizabeth Castillo
Chelsey Davitt
Seth Deitz
Maya Ditges
Nicholas Farace
Daniel Francis
Stuart Hebert
Steffany Hernandez
Ricardo Hinojosa
Camila Hualde
A.J. Humphreys

St. Martha Catholic School
ACCREDITED BY THE TEXAS CATHOLIC CONFERENCE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

SERVING STUDENTS IN PREK – 8TH GRADE | WWW.STMARTHACS.ORG

Congratulations, Class of 2015!
Claire Jimerson
Grace Konieczny
Angelo Mahler
Suzanna Marbach
Connor McGovern
Victoria Mikuta
Jose Najera
Mary Kate Overton
Abby Phillips
Dennis Reeves
Matthew Roseland
Sean Stanton
Hannah Watkins
Grace Zeinieh
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Introducing YAStM- the 
Young Adults of St. Martha

We are a group ages 18 to 35 who share fellowship, 
prayer, meals, and laughs. We will be running a vari-

ety of events including Bible studies, service events, religious 
talks, potlucks and social outings. 
 It is a great way to advance your spiritual life, make new 
friends and become part of a community. 
 Our group consists of both Kingwood natives and recent 
transplants. We are a welcoming group and invite anyone to 
attend no matter what point you are in your spiritual life. 
 Please contact us to learn more information and to join 
our email list. If you would like to volunteer to be part of our 
leadership team or have other suggestions for us, please let us 
know. There is no commitment in joining the email list. 
 For those who do not fall within the age group, we ask 
your help in spreading the word about this ministry; if you 
know of anyone who might be interested in the group, please 
pass along the information. 
 Our email is youngadults@stmartha.com and you can find 
us on Facebook. 
 We would appreciate your prayers as we look to grow this 
young adult ministry. Thank you.

Frequently asked questions:

What are some events you have run?
The group has been running monthly dinners for several 
years now graciously hosted by the Rodines. Recently 
we began to add in other events. We have had a meet 
and greet at a local restaurant, hosted a Bible study and 
smoothie night, and carpooled to Houston Young Cath-
olic Professionals events.

Are there any member dues or obligation?
We do not anticipate having to charge dues, but some 
events may require you to pay your own way. We en-
courage anyone to come to our events and become part 
of the community. We would love to have more volun-
teers to help us lead events.

What is the goal of the group?
To build a community of young adult believers in 
Christ. A community to foster spiritual growth, friend-
ship, service and community.

Why such a large age range?
Since there are no dedicated groups in this age range, 
we wanted to be an inclusive organization to reach as 
many people as possible. As the group grows, we may 
look to form break-out groups depending on interest. 
We currently have over 50 young adults on our email 
list from college students to married with children.

How can I get involved?
First and foremost, join our email list and come to 
events. Secondly, get the word out. We would be grate-
ful if you would like to take a more active role and be 
involved in the leadership team. This can range from 
hosting events, corresponding with members, maintain-
ing records, reaching out to the community and building 
spiritual programs.

What can I hope to gain out of the group?
We hope that you will grow spiritually, make friends, 
build community, have fun, and help others.

How can I reach the group?
Email youngadults@stmartha.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/YAStM/
Mailing list: http://goo.gl/forms/l1jv3Rj2jL
Matthew Cooke – (718) 887-6837
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 Please welcome those who entered the Church through Baptism at the Easter Vigil Service on Saturday, April 4th, 
2015: Shannon Alba, Max Alba, Audrey Bledsoe, Deven Brafford, Jennifer De Armas, Michael Douglass, Trisha Fahr-
enthold, Rene García, Joseph Guillory, Daniel Leatherman, Honor Leathers, Michelle Leathers, Nicholas Leathers, Erin 
Leatherwood, Alexander O’Toole, Aaron Romasko, Jaydn Romasko, Samantha Romasko, Ruby Sánchez, Alex Thurman 
and Patrick Thurman. 
 Please welcome those who entered into Full Communion through Eucharist and Confirmation: María Natividad Agu-
irre, Gilbert Gámez Jr., Laura Gokey, Marie Lacour, Manuel de Jesús Linares, Daniel Morua, Leonarda Palacios, Ryan 
Reed, Julián Robles, José Rodríguez, Sharon Villareal, Edward Zambuto and Gilberto Zapata.


